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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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How much longer will 
county be slave to Stack? 


OVER the last few weeks the county 
has been brought to grinding halt, 
after grinding halt. The never 
ending, never relenting strain of 
Operation Stack, and the traffic 
chaos it generates dominating not 
only the headlines, but people’s lives 
as well. 

Just over a week ago the county’s 
politicians celebrated, announcing 

- following an emergency meeting 

- that a contraflow system would be 
put in place. 

Just days later that system was 
shot down by the very Government 
agency, Highways England, which 
was supposed to be implementing it. 

This raised a number of questions: 
Not least quite why the various 
assorted politicians at County Hall 
and in Parliament hadn’t quizzed the 
experts on whether it would be 
feasible in the first place. 

And so we end this week with 
another ‘emergency solution’ just 
around the corner according to the 
politicians. 


You can’t help but be cynical, and 
question whether this time some¬ 
thing will actually happen to get 
Kent moving forward again, or 
whether once more, we’re simply at 
the mercy of the rhetoric of the MPs. 

It brings to mind another long- 
running transport thorn - that of 
Manston Airport in Thanet. 

Before the election, the hotly 
contested Thanet South seat was a 
pilgrimage for top Conservative 
Party politicians, all keen to be seen 
to be doing something about the 
county. Promises that Manston was 
- like Operation Stack - a top priority 
wooed the electorate, bringing about 
a resounding Tory win. 

Yet despite those assurances from 
the transport minister, and also the 
Prime Minister himself, nothing yet, 
has happened to bring the airport 
back into use. 

We can only hope that an 
Operation Stack solution is that little 
bit closer, and this time, it’s not just 
empty talk. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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21 - 26 SEPTEMBER 

7.30pm Nightly, Matinee at 2pm on 24 and 26 September 


Iki BjEaMH 
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The 60 ' Anniversary Pff^DUCTlSl 


AGATHA CHRISTIE'S THE MOUSETRAP 

A classic. A landmark. A legend. 

The Mousetrap is famous around the world for 
being the longest running show of any kind in the history of 
British theatre - with over 25,000 performances it’s a play to be 
proud of. Enjoy this once in a life-time opportunity to see this 
masterpiece here at The Woodville, Gravesend. 

In her own inimitable style, Dame Agatha Christie 

has created an atmosphere of shuddering suspense and a 

brilliantly intricate plot where murder lurks around every corner. 


Tickets 

BANDA 

£26 

BAND B 

£24 

BAND C 

£21 

BAND D 

£17 


w 


THE WOODVILLE 

GRAVESEND 


www.woodville.co.uk 

Box Office 08442 439 480 

Woodville Place, Gravesend, Kent, DAI 2 1DD 


FREE 

EVENING 
PARKING 
FROM 6pm 


like us on 
Facebook 

/woodville.halls 


Tweef us at 

@TheWoodville 
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Council struggles with 
rise in migrant children 



STRAIN : Children’s social services are creaking under the weight of unaccompanied migrant children 


Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


UNACCOMPANIED migrant children, 
travelling from Calais are placing 
serious strain on local services, accord¬ 
ing to Kent County Council leader 
Paul Carter. 

The Conservative Party councillor 
met with the Home Office to discuss 
the problem, which has risen 
significantly over the past year, and 
shows signs of worsening. 

Local authorities have a legal duty 
to provide care for unaccompanied 
youths who arrive in their area. 

Kent has often found that it bears 
the brunt of this as many travel to 
Britain across the Channel, arriving 
either at the Port of Dover, or at the 
Eurotunnel terminal in Folkestone. 

Cllr Carter said: “I have met with the 
Home Office to discuss both the impact 
of Operation Stack as well as the 
number of unaccompanied asylum 
seeking children entering the Port of 
Dover and Kent County Council’s duty 
of care to provide for them. 

“It is putting enormous strain on 
our children’s social services.” 

The number of young asylum 
seekers arriving in Dover has grown 
steadily, with 238 recorded a year ago 


rising to 369 in April. 

However the past six months have 
seen the numbers accelerating fast, 
with problems in Calais likely to have 
contributed to the latest rise in the 
figure of youths aged under 18 
requiring care from the county 
council. 

Cllr Carter said: “We are now caring 
for 605 under 18s and face a shortfall 
of £5.5 million in costs to care for 
them.” 

According to the council leader, it 


isn’t simply the financial costs which 
are causing the local authority 
problems. 

As more children - often from 
war-torn countries like Syria and Iraq 
- arrived at Dover, safe spaces to care 
for them are becoming an issue. 

He said: “Staff are working flat out 
to support these vulnerable young 
people through our reception centres 
and we are urgently looking at new 
premises in order to expand the 
facilities.” 


Despite the problems, Cllr Carter 
said that KCC was working hard to 
deal with the issues, and had resolved 
to put in place arrangements to help 
manage the problems of a lack of 
space, and also funding in Kent. 

Cllr Carter said: “We are now 
working with the Association of 
Directors of Children’s Services to 
come to a dispersal arrangement 
outside of Kent as we need places 
across the country where they can go 
after assessment.” 


Local MEP bites back 
after brutal killing of 
famous lion Cecil 


County's cops join forces 
with Met to fight crime 


SOUTH east Lib Dem MEP Catherine 
Bearder is campaigning to ban trophy 
hunting imports after the brutal 
killing of Zimbabwean lion Cecil. 

He was found headless and skinned 
on the outskirts of Hwange National 
Park at the beginning of July. 

The hunter, American dentist 
Walter Palmer, has boasted of killing a 
host of endangered animals with a 
bow and arrow. He allegedly paid 
around £32,000 to kill Cecil, who was 
tempted out of the park using bait, 
then shot. He took 40 hours to die. 

The lion was well-known and 
enjoyed human contact. His death 
has sparked outrage on social media 
and among conservation groups. 

“He never bothered anybody,” said 
Johnny Rodrigues, the head of 
Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force. 
“He was one of the most beautiful 
animals to look at.” 

Under EU rules, importing lion 
hunting trophies is only supposed to 
be permitted from countries where 
hunting can be shown to be legal 


and sustainable. However it contin¬ 
ues to be legal to import lion trophies 
from some African countries despite 
a lack of scientific data on the 
number of surviving lions there. 

Now Ms Bearder has tabled an urgent 
parliamentary question to the European 
Commission calling for lion trophy 
imports into the EU to be banned. 

She said: “The shooting of Cecil the 
lion was tragic and cruel, but it has 
at least shone a spotlight on the 
absurdity of the current situation. 

“Despite the number of lions across 
Africa plummeting in recent years, 
hunters are still allowed to import 
lion hunting trophies into the EU 
from several African countries. In 
countries where there is no recent 
and independent data on lion 
populations imports of hunting 
trophies into Europe must be 
immediately banned. 

“In the long-term, I want to see the 
EU follow the lead of Australia and ban 
all imports of lion hunting trophies to 
end this abhorrent practice.” 


KENT Police has joined forces with 
the Metropolitan Police Service to 
launch a new crime fighting 
coalition - Project Alliance. 

Project Alliance is a joint Bexley 
Borough and Kent Police initiative, 
aiming to reduce crime, disorder 
and anti-social behaviour and 
increase satisfaction and confi¬ 
dence in the police - across 
borders. 


MAJOR roadworks to update the 
Dartford Crossing are now 
complete. 

Dartcharge - the new remote 
payment system - was imple¬ 
mented last November, but 
building work to remove the old 
payment booths was ongoing. 

Completing the work means 
drivers should now reap the full 
benefits of Dartcharge. 

Project director Nigel Gray 


Superintendent Nicola Faulcon- 
bridge, of Kent Police, said: “Project 
Alliance gives us the opportunity to 
strengthen our links and jointly 
target criminals to help keep Kent a 
safe place to live. Together we are 
stronger and committed to 
cracking down on offenders who 
have no regard for the misery they 
cause to victims living in Kent and 
London.” 


said: “Dart Charge has already 
brought significant improve¬ 
ments to the 140,000 journeys 
that are made at the Dartford 
Crossing every day. From 
today, journeys are set to 
improve further still, with four 
lanes in each direction all 
operating with a 50mph speed 
limit. 

“It is a significant milestone 
for the project.” 


Drivers set to reap benefits 
of Dartford Crossing work 
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Kent cancer expert discovers chemo booster 


A SCIENTIST from the University of Kent is part of a 
team which has discovered a drug that could be used 
to treat deadly lung and pancreatic cancers, 

Research undertaken by Michelle Garrett, along with 
others, has shown in human cancer cells and in mice 
that the drug boosts the effectiveness of conventional 
chemotherapy 


The drug, discovered at the Institute of Cancer 
Research, London (ICR) and known as CCT245737, is 
scheduled to begin first-in-human clinical trials in 
patients with lung and pancreatic cancers - two 
cancers with low survival rates. 

Professor Garrett joined the University of Kent’s 
school of biosciences in 2014. 


After weeks of Stack hell 
PM wades in pledging to 
resolve issue as ‘priority’ 


Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


THE Ministry of Defence could be 
drafted in to help combat Operation 
Stack hell. 

Operation Stack, where parts of 
the M20 are shut and used as a lorry 
park for overspill freight traffic, has 
blighted the county’s roads for the 
last few weeks. 

Now land around Folkestone, 
owned by the MOD, is being consid¬ 
ered as a temporary parking space, 
easing pressure on the roads. 

The proposal was discussed at an 
emergency government Cobra meet¬ 
ing was held on Friday morning to dis¬ 
cuss ongoing migrant issues in Calais. 

Mr Cameron said: “To help hauli¬ 
ers and the people of Kent we will do 
all we can to get the queues moving. 

“Sorting this situation out is an 
absolute priority.” 

Another meeting was held in 
Maidstone to discuss strategies to 
beat the traffic problem. 

Kent MPs Helen Whately, Damian 



MISERY: Stack continues 


Green and Damian Collins attended, 
along with KCC cabinet member for 
environment and transport Matthew 
Balfour, Highways England, Kent Po¬ 
lice and the Operation Stack minister 
Harrogate MP Andrew Jones. 


This latest meeting followed one a 
week ago, where a contraflow sys¬ 
tem on the north bound carriage¬ 
way was proposed. 

Traffic chiefs from Highways Eng¬ 
land later decided not to implement 
the system, calling it ‘dangerous’ 
and ‘unworkable’. 

According to Faversham and mid 
Kent MP Ms Whately: “The good 
news is that Highways England 
agreed to look again at the contra¬ 
flow option. 

“It is committed to answering the 
transport minister’s demand to 
come up with a plan to keep the M20 
flowing in both directions. 

“We should have an answer by 
Wednesday. 

“The other MPs and I have pressed 
very hard that we need an immedi¬ 
ate alternative. Highways England 
are feeling the heat - there’s a lot of 
frustration they haven’t come up 
with a solution.” 

A spokesman for Highways Eng¬ 
land said: “It was a fruitful meeting, 
and there are a number of options 
we will be looking into.” 



VIOLENT: Hoskins 

Ramsgate 
brute caged 
after attack 

A Ramsgate man who assaulted two 
people in a house in Ramsgate and then 
returned later to steal from them has 
been jailed for three-and-a-half years. 

Dean Hoskins, 29, of Stirling Way, 
was sentenced when he appeared at 
Canterbury Crown Court on July 23. 

He had previously pleaded guilty to 
two charges of assault and one charge of 
burglary at an earlier court hearing. 

On February 21, Hoskins barged his 
way into a house in Upper Dumpton 
Park Road and started searching the 
rooms looking for one of the victims, a 
man, who he grabbed by the hair and 
started to punch in the face. 

Hoskins then punched his second 
victim, a 24-year-old woman, causing 
her to fall back and hit her head against 
the wall. 

Other witnesses managed to get 
Hoskins out of the house. 

He returned around three hours later 
and demanded to search the rooms 
again. 

When he was interviewed by police he 
denied all offences and couldn’t explain 
why the two victims were left with 
injuries. However he admitted them in 
court. 

Detective Constable Clive Horne said: 
“The sentence served to Hoskins reflects 
the severity of his actions.” 


Canterbury business 
'named and shamed' 

CANTERBURY-based business Pro-Force Ltd, has 
been ‘named and shamed’ by business minister 
Nick Boles, for failing to pay workers the minimum 
wage. 

The business, which specialises in agricultural 
recruitment, is said to have shortchanged 25 of its 
workers by a total of £1,280.99. 

The news comes as Government says it is 
‘determined’ that everyone who is entitled to the 
National Minimum Wage (NMW) receives it. 

Business minister Nick Boles said: “As a one 
nation government on the side of working people 
we are determined that everyone who is entitled 
to the National Minimum Wage receives it. 

1 When the new National Living Wage is 
introduced next April (2016) we will enforce 
robustly. 

“This means that the hard-working people of 
the UK will get the pay rise they deserve.” 

From October of this year, the NMW will 
increase to £6.70. 


No green light for 
Waterside Park plan 

PROPOSALS to create an industrial development off 
the M20 at junction 8 have been refused. 

An appeal was launched following refusal of the 
plans by Maidstone Borough Council and a planning 
inquiry launched in May. 

The appeal was made by Gallagher Properties Ltd, 
Automotive Distributors Ltd and Marden-based firms 
Scarab Sweepers. 

Planning inspector Katie Peerless said in her 
decision:' ‘The proposed loss of this green field site is 
clearly controversial. It is strongly opposed by all the 
local parish councils, the county council, the CPRE, the 
Kent Downs AONB Executive and Natural England. 

‘ ‘Considerable environmental harm would result 
from the loss of this area of countryside to develop¬ 
ment through the combined impact on the landscape 
setting of the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and the heritage assets.’ ’ 

KCC has consistently objected to major commer¬ 
cial development at M20 junction 8 and strongly 
opposed the proposals for Waterside Park. 


Green Flags fly over 
our leading parks 

THIRTY Kent parks have won prestigious Keep Britain 
Tidy Green Flag awards this week. 

Nationwide, 1,582 parks and green spaces picked 
up the quality mark. 

Among them were the likes of Calverley Grounds 
and Dunorlan Park in Tunbridge Wells, Riverside 
Country Park in Gillingham, the Great Lines in 
Chatham, the Royal Military Canal in Hythe, Oare 
Gunpowder Works Country Park near Faversham, 
SwanLey Park, Pegwell Bay Country Park, and Mote 
Park in Maidstone. 

That’s in addition to two Green Flag community 
awards for projects by the Bearsted Woodland Trust 
and Whatman Park in Maidstone. 

A Keep Britain Tidy spokesman said: ‘ A Green 
Flag flying overhead is a sign to the public the space 
boasts the highest possible standards, is beautifully 
maintained and has excellent facilities.’ ’ 

Tonbridge council saw awards for Leyboume 
Lakes and Haysden Park. A spokesman said: ‘ ‘We’re 
absolutely delighted.’ ’ 
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Energy plant shelved to make 
way for £2bn Paramount park 



ATTRACTION: London Paramount Resort will be one of Europe’s top crowd-pullers 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A MAJOR hurdle for work to progress on the 
£2billion London Paramount Resort on the 
Swanscombe Peninsula has been overcome. 

Teal Energy had wanted to build what it 
described as an ‘energy recovery plant’ on 
an area of land required for the ambitious 
entertainment complex. 

The £100m plant would have turned 
waste into energy. 

Originally proposed in 2010, it been given 
the green light in 2014 by Kent County 
Council, before it was called in by the then 
communities secretary, Eric Pickles, later 
that same year, delaying the process. 

But just a week before a public inquiry into 
the application, which Paramount bosses 
told the new communities secretary, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells MP Greg Clark could threaten 
its enormous investment, a deal was reached 
and Teal has agreed to shelve its plans. 

The inquiry has now been cancelled, and 
Teal agreed to seek an alternative site. 

Paul Sadler, chief executive of Teal Energy, 
said: “The Swanscombe Peninsula will be 
transformed as a result of London Para¬ 
mount and the Ebbsfleet Garden City. Teal 
Energy is keen to find an alternative site in 
north Kent.” 


This gives added impetus to the London 
Paramount Entertainment Resort proposals 
following the recent purchase of Bamber Pit 
and Essenden Sports Ground. 

The amusement park, which will be built 
on the Swanscombe Peninsula, is due to 
open in 2020, subject to its planning appli¬ 
cation being approved. 

Developers claim the resort would cost 
£2bn to build, and create around 27,000 
new jobs. 

It will feature a Disneyland Paris-rivalling 


theme park, using big names from Holly¬ 
wood studio Paramount, plus thousands of 
hotel rooms, entertainment venues and ar¬ 
eas for industry too. 

It is expected to pull in millions of visi¬ 
tors each year and become one of Europe’s 
premier attractions. 

David Testa, chief executive of London 
Paramount, said: “We’re delighted to have 
reached an agreement with Teal - without 
doubt this is another important step in the 
right direction for the future of the project.” 


Motorist killed after 
crashing in cop chase 

THE Independent Police Complaints Commission 
says it will not pursue a probe into a police chase 
which resulted in a fatal crash in Rochester last 
weekend. 

An investigation was launched after a man 
being pursued after failing to stop for police in 
Deice Road. He subsequently crashed in Maid¬ 
stone Road. Named locally as Peter O’Reilly and in 
his 40s, he hit a wall. 

Crackdown goes up 
a gear over bikers 

MOTORCYCLISTS using their machines illegally 
are being told they face having them destroyed as 
police crack down on problems in the East 
Mailing area. 

Officers say they will not hesitate in seizing 
machines if found to cause a nuisance or contra¬ 
vene the law. 


Crash closes bridge 

THE Sheppey Crossing was closed southbound 
this week after a crash just days after the speed 
limit on the controversial road was slashed to 
50mph to make it safer. 

Three cars and a motorcycle crashed into one 
another on Monday afternoon. 

Critics claim the layout of the road obscures the 
view and there is no hard shoulder or lighting. 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


Clarkes 

furnishing 1 - -r 

ScJe 




Stratus from Hypnos 

150cm Pocket sprung sumptuous divan set, 
available in a choice of sizes. Drawers can be 
added for a additional cost. 


Was £2179 SALE £1599 


UP TO 50% OFF 
EX-DISPLAY DIVAN 
SETS WITH IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE. 


WWW.ClarkesfurnisherS.CO.uk Sandling Road, Maidstone, ME14 2RF 01622 753073 
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Cows killed as train derailed 
after smash near to Chilham 



FIVE cows were killed and more 
than 70 passengers had to be led to 
safety after a train was derailed on 
Sunday night. 

The 8.10pm train from Charing 
Cross to Ramsgate was travelling 
close to 70mph when it struck the 
herd which had strolled onto the 
track between Wye and Chilham. 

The force of the impact knocked 
the front carriage from the tracks. 
None of the 72 passengers were 
injured. 

As emergency services rushed to 
the scene, a ladder was put up to allow 
passengers to exit the train before they 
were led to safety and gathered at 
Godmersham Village Hall. 

The stricken carriage had to wait 
for a specialist crane to arrive in 
order for it to be lifted clear of the 
tracks to allow for recovery. 


Some reports suggested a 
warning had been received by 
Network Rail, which is responsible 
for the tracks, some 90 minutes 
before the crash. But that after 
Southeastern ran one service at 


reduced speeds, it was decided to 
resume services. 

The Rail Accident Investigation 
Branch spent the week conducting 
a preliminary examination before 
deciding if to launch a full probe. 


Family pay tribute to duo 
who died on Alpine road 


THE parents of the two young 
men killed during a rally across 
the Alps have this week made 
moving tributes. 

Danny Hall, 25, and Josh 
Robinson, 22, both from 
Ashford, were thrown clear of 
their blue Seat Leon as it 
apparently crashed through a 
barrier and tumbled 1,312 feet 
from the Grossglockner High 
Alpine Road near the village of 
Fusch. 

The road is notorious for its 
tight bends boasting more than 
30 hairpin bends. 

They were taking part in an 
event called The Great Euro¬ 
pean Rally, which is more road 
trip than high speed jaunt. 

Described by organisers as 
‘not a race’, it took in seven 
countries over eight days and 
some of the Continent’s most 


spectacular roads with 
competitors driving any road 
legal car. It started in Belgium 
and ended in Hungary. 

Mr Robinson’s mother Jenny 
described the friends as “like 
brothers”. She said: “He was my 
wonderful son. I cannot believe 
you’re gone. You will always be 
in my heart.” 

His father Marcus added: “I 
can’t sleep for crying. Good¬ 
night son, good night, nothing 
can hurt you now. You will 
always be my little boy.” 

His mother added: “My 
wonderful son. Love you so so 
much, can’t believe you’re gone. 
You will always be in my heart.” 

The alarm was raised when 
another driver taking part 
reported that they had not met 
him at an agreed rendezvous 
point. 


Spay to avoid kittens 


Culture awards open 


Mental health events 


Cyclist in serious smash 

POLICE are looking for witnesses after a 
serious smash in Sittingbourne left a cyclist 
hospitalised. 

A bike crashed into a white lorry on the A2 
Key Street at the roundabout with Keycol Hill 
at around 3.45pm on July 29. 

Witnesses can call 01622 798538. 


ANIMAL charities are once again reminding 
people to spay and neuter their pets. 

Mandy Cotter, of Cat Chat, says: “We have 
heard from several shelters this kitten 
season who are absolutely over-run with 
kittens.” Visit www.catchat.org to find out 
about low-cost neuter and spay options. 


NOMINATIONS are now open for Medway 
Council’s culture, design and tourism 
awards 2015 for any individual or groups 
who have contributed to the area’s cultural 
vitality. 

To find out more, go to www.medway.gov. 
uk. Closing date is August 28. 


A SERIES of events will be held in Grave- 
sham to help raise awareness of mental 
health and wellbeing in young people. 

The Grand will host a seven-a-side 
football tournament on August 6 in partner¬ 
ship with KCC. For more information you can 
emailyouth.worker@thegrand.org.uk. 



CHILH AM PARK 

otw wyniry wp*. Iwy 4 tuikor. 

Chilham Park | Canterbury | Kent | CT4 8DB 
Tel: 01227 730811 • Email: info@chilhampark.com • www.chilhampark.co.uk 



Home Care & Support avante) 

care & support 

Are you looking for care for a loved one? ‘Swyona matters’ 

Avante Care & Support provides care to over 3000 people across 
Kent and South East London, either through its homecare service 
or specialist dementia care homes. The home care team deliver 
care and support directly into people’s homes allowing clients to 
stay living independently in their own home environment. Home 
care and support services include personal care, medication 
assistance, day to day housework tasks and respite care. 

No matter what care package is required, 
please call us for an informal chat. 

^ Everyone matters at Avante Care & Support 

homecare@avantecare.org.uk 
Bexley: 01322 344980 Kent: 01622 351166 

fjBP' www.avantecare.org.uk f 0© in 


We are an approved Provider for Kent 
County Council and Bexley Council 
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Top Three Stories 



The county faces yet more Operation Stack 


2. Cows killed by train 

Southeastern derailed by animals on line 

3. Dartcharge complete 

All the major roadworks finally finised 


The Essential Guide: 



Dartcharge 


All you need to know http://bit.ly/lJTq8At 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Last weekend saw hordes of music fans brave the rain to 
watch some iconic performers at the 20th Ashford Create Festival. The festival, which is free to 
attend, was headlined by 80s muso Adam Ant. See inside for more information. 


Miss last week’s... 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


THE paper in your hand is not 
the only way to catch up with 
all the news from across the 
county. 

You can find a full copy of 
our online edition that you 
can read for free at the touch 
of a button by visiting our 
website. 


Here, you can also have a 
look back at our vast online 
archive. 

To read this week’s edition 
online, you can simply visit 
www.kentnews.co.uk, where 
you can click on the e-edition 
tab on the right hand side of 
our homepage. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Why cats are jerks 

An ode to our furry little friends 


2. Cecil changes the world 

How the death of one big cat united millions 

3. Backseat driver rage 

But they could soon be a thing of the past 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Should live exports be 
banned? 


Q Yes.98% 

Q No.1% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


No, but improve conditions.1% 

Don’t know..0% 



VATOR' eS 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


ritelit 


‘Off list price for orders placed by midnight 30/08/2015. Cannot be used in 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live * 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Still in the dark 
about when the 
lights will turn on 

The future of all-night street lighting in the county 
seemed to be assured when, in March, Kent County 
Council - facing mounting public pressure - announced it 
was to be reintroduced but, as Chris Murphy discovers, 
this may not be the case... 



IN® 


A ROW has once again 
erupted over the switch¬ 
ing off of street lights 
across Kent. 

Liberal Democrats at 
County Hall, Maidstone, say a Con¬ 
servative promise that all-night light¬ 
ing will return has been broken. 

In December 2013 in a bid to save 
money, Kent County Council (KCC) 
introduced energy saving measures 
which saw some street lights switched 
off from midnights to 5.30am. 

The street lights are to be eventu¬ 
ally replaced with LED lights in a £40 
million scheme that will cut power 
use. 

In March at a Prime Minister’s 
question time-style session, county 
councillors submitted pre-written 
questions on the matter to which the 
council’s cabinet members respond 
with pre-written answers. 

But there is confusion over when 
the LEDs will be introduced and 
whether the lights will still be turned 
off overnight. 

A public consultation is now also 
on the cards, giving residents three 
choices on the future of the county’s 
street lighting. 

Lib Dem councillor for Maidstone 
South Cllr Brian Clark is furious with 
Conservative Matthew Balfour, who 
represents Mailing Rural East. 

A question was posed on part-night 
street lighting and a petition with 
more than 10,000 signatures called 
Right to Light, demanding the lights 
go back on, was debated. 

In his prepared answer at the 
March meeting, Cllr Balfour wrote: 
“Going forward, we have said that all- 
night lighting will return as part of 
the proposal to convert the county 
council’s entire stock of street lights 
to LED. 

“Conversion will begin in late 
2015/early 2016 with residential ar¬ 
eas being done first. This element of 
the works will take 12 months to 
complete, the entire scheme will take 
three years to implement.” 

But during the actual meeting the 
Liberal Democrat claims Cllr Balfour 
did not say the words: “Going for¬ 
ward”. 

Cllr Clark explained: “Whether he 
said ‘going forward’ or not, the rest of 


kk All the other 
members have since 
been speaking with 
residents in our areas 
reassuring them that 
the lights will be 
coming back on ■ 


Brian Clark, 

Lib Dem for Maidstone South 

the statement suggests a complete 
end of the switching off of lampposts 
overnight. 

“All the other members have since 
been speaking with residents in our 
areas reassuring them that the lights 
will be coming back on.” 

Then at a more recent meeting of 
the Environment and Transport 
Committee, the waters were muddied 
a little more. 

Cllr Clark said: “Now we under¬ 
stand there will be a full public con¬ 
sultation later this year to consider 
three different options. 

“The whole thing has been so con¬ 
fused by a simple statement that sug¬ 
gested full night lighting is coming 
back soon. 

“As if all that wasn’t enough, even 
the consultation looks utterly flawed. 

“We are now being told there are 
three options that will be considered 
once an all-new and costly conver¬ 
sion from sodium lights to LEDs is 
completed.” 

The options are the continuation of 
part night lighting, where lights are 
turned off from midnight to 5.30am; 
restoration of all night lighting 
dimmed by 50 per cent; or the return 
to all night lighting. 

Cllr Clark said: “The crazy thing is, 
we are told that one of these options 
will be adopted across the whole 
county. That makes no sense as high¬ 
ly populated urban areas will have 
completely different needs to rural 
areas with low populations.” 

Explaining the situation, Cllr Clark 
said: “This new problem emerged in a 
review of KCC’s lighting policy for the 
energy saving LED lamp roll out dur¬ 



ing the recent Environment and 
Transport Committee. 

“It removes an assurance on all- 
night lighting which county mem¬ 
bers have, in good faith, been publi¬ 
cising to residents across the county. 
We have been telling people worried 
about their lights going out that they 
will all be back on soon. It turns out, 
that was in fact wrong. 

“KCC now plans to take three op¬ 
tions for future street lighting policy 
to public consultation, from which 
the option chosen will be a one size 
fits all for the whole of Kent.” 

He added: “By asking the public to 
choose one of three options, there is 
an assumption that one size fits all. 

“The demographics of Kent are 
much more complicated - what 
works in a scenic rural location is 
unlikely to work in a dense urban 
setting. We are paying for a complex 
LED central control system with eve¬ 
ry light in Kent separately adjustable, 
then we plan to make them all have 
the same setting. 

“This paper makes no mention 
of the criteria for how this decision 
is to be made and will do little 


to overcome public concern.” 

He added: “The reality is that the 
administration has wasted a fortune 
rushing in part-night lighting on ob¬ 
solete streetlamps. 

“In fact, the money saved in turn¬ 
ing these lights off has been wiped out 
because a piece of hardware has had 
to be fitted to each one. Basically, we 
have been spending more money on 
lampposts that are out of date. 

“Beyond this, processes have been 
set up without any flexibility to reflect 
the diverse needs of Kent’s popula¬ 
tion, and we still see a refusal to face 
up to how bad this policy has been for 
residents, whether they wish to have 
all night lighting or not.” 

Campaigner Tina Brooker, a legal 
secretary from Gravesend, created 
the Right to Light petition and has 
been on marches calling for all lights 
to be switched back on. 

She told us: “KCC had put its resi¬ 
dents in a position where they were 
reliant on becoming victims of crime 
and high crime statistics in order to 
get back a service they pay for and 
which had been taken away without 
their knowledge or consent. 


“The fight to get Kent’s streetlights 
reinstated has been going on for well 
over a year now and many discrepan¬ 
cies and misleading statements have 
come to light.” 

When contacted, Cllr Balfour sug¬ 
gested we go through the KCC media 
department. 

In a statement, the authority said: 
“The consultation due to start next 
month into the current street light¬ 
ing policy is separate to the planned 
roll out of LED conversion, though it 
will inform the process of how the 
lights will operate. 

“There will be three options: Part 
night lighting - current level of serv¬ 
ice (12am to 5:30am), all night light¬ 
ing but with a dimmed profile and a 
return to all night lighting. 

“The conversion to LED will go 
ahead, as announced at the meeting 
in March. 

“The consultation on the policy 
will run from late August for eight to 
ten weeks until October and will pro¬ 
vide residents information about 
each of the options being put forward, 
including the costs or savings associ¬ 
ated with each of these.” 
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BOOMING : These little metal cylinders have often been found in our town centres and parks and are a clear sign of the increased use of nitrous oxide 

Teen’s tragic death brings surge 
in use of ‘laughing gas’ into focus 

Jamie Weir examines rise in use of nitrous oxide and just how authorities are tackling its popularity 


RISKS AND DANGERS... 


A TTEND any major out¬ 
door music festival, or 
even many of our parks, 
and the chances are you 
will find, littering the 
ground, dozens of small metal cylinders. 

They are the detritus of a new craze 
which is growing in popularity 
among young people, is legal, and 
last weekend is believed to have been 
responsible for the death of an 
18-year-old party-goer in former 
Kent, now London, borough Bexley. 

The substance contained within 
the cylinders is nitrous oxide - more 
commonly known as laughing gas. 

But experts say the use of the gas, 
used frequently in dentist surgeries 
and in professional kitchens, is fast 
becoming no laughing matter amid 
mounting concerns over its impact 
on health. 

Today, many youngsters refer to it 
instead as ‘hippy crack’. 

And it is available, over the coun¬ 
ter, in many stockists. 

Among them Northfleet-based UK 
Skunkworks, which has branches in 
Canterbury. 

The company refused to comment 
when Kent on Sunday contacted it, 
stating that it had nothing to say on 
the issue of nitrous oxide abuse. 

Most commonly inhaled by users, 
the gas can lead to euphoric feelings 
as well as laughter. UK Skunkworks 
website states that youngsters can 
use the product for ‘cream parties’. 

That’s because one of its legitimate 
uses is in kitchenware designed to 
dispense whipped cream. 

That, and other legitimate 
everyday uses, have made it extreme¬ 
ly difficult to ensure that the nitrous 
oxide which is sold at retailers doesn’t 


THE rise of nitrous oxide is 
sparking considerable concern 
among health chiefs - so what 
exactly is making youngsters turn 
to what is better known as laughing 
gas for a kick? 

The most obvious effect of 
nitrous oxide use is to make those 
taking it laugh. Users also experi¬ 
ence short lived feelings of 
euphoria, relaxation and calmness. 

It can also make them dizzy and 
lead to difficulty in making 
decisions and thinking straight. 


end up being abused by users. 

Despite that, Kent Police says that it 
will crack down on shops which sell it 
to younger users. 

Acting Inspector Garry Brimson 
said: “Although there are some pock¬ 
ets of use, the misuse of nitrous oxide 
is currently not a substantial problem 
in Kent. 

“Sadly, the more people use this sub¬ 
stance, mistakenly thinking that it is 
harmless, the more incidents of harm 
and death will come to our notice. We 
would strongly advise people to steer 
clear of this and all new psychoactive 
substances [legal highs], and we will 
take robust action against any li¬ 
censed premises linked to its use.” 

Nigel Downes is the coordinator for 
Maidstone Street Pastors - a group 
which work in the town centre to pro¬ 
vide emotional, spiritual and practi¬ 
cal support to those in need. 

He told KoS that the use of ‘hippy 
crack’ by youngsters on nights out in 
Maidstone had been a serious prob- 


Hallucinations have also been 
reported when taking a large 
quantity of the gas. 

So what are the dangers 
associated with 'hippy crack’ use? 

Because of the effect it has on the 
users’ judgement, nitrous oxide 
abuse can make them place 
themselves in danger and increase 
the risks of people hurting 
themselves. Those taking nitrous 
oxide also put themselves at risk of 
unconsciousness or even death 
from lack of oxygen. However 


lem in the past - one of the pockets of 
use Kent Police had identified. 

He said: “We used to find evidence 
of it everywhere in Maidstone, with 
empty silver canisters used for taking 
the gas littering certain parts of the 
town. 

“It was a big problem, however we 
have seen less evidence of its use re¬ 
cently. That certainly doesn’t mean 
people have stopped using it, but it 
may have moved elsewhere, or maybe 
the people who were taking it 
regularly have moved onto some¬ 
thing else now.” 

The drug has a massive following 
among users in the 16 to 24-year-old 
age group, with Government figures 
from the Home Office showing that 
around 470,000 young adults used it 
in 2014. That made it the second most 
popular drug, topped only by cannabis. 

Steps have been taken in some in¬ 
dustries to discourage abuse of the 
gas. The nitrous oxide which is used 
to boost an engine’s performance in 


there are also longer term dangers 
associated with its regular use. 
People who take the drug fre¬ 
quently can end up with a defi¬ 
ciency of vitamin B12. 

That can cause them serious 
nerve damage, which in some 
cases causes tingling and numb¬ 
ness in fingers, toes and other 
extremities and can also lead to 
difficulty walking. Frequent use 
can also lead to users bodies not 
making enough white blood cells, 
causing a form of anaemia. 


motorsports often has a small 
amount of sulphur dioxide - which 
has a rancid smell - added in the gas 
to discourage inhalation of it. 

Kent County Council’s director of 
public health, Andrew Scott-Clark, 
told KoS: “Although this substance is 
not illegal, that does not mean it is 
safe to use and people need to be 
aware of its uses and abuses. 

“However it is important to note 
that it is illegal to sell nitrous oxide to 
under 18s if the shopkeeper is suspi¬ 
cious that young people intend to in¬ 
hale the substance.” 

And the law is starting to catch up, 
with the Home Office recently an¬ 
nouncing its blanket ban on new psy¬ 
choactive substances would include 
nitrous oxide - while not disrupting 
its legitimate uses. 

The ban will mean that anyone 
buying, selling or taking the drug 
could be jailed for up to seven years. 

Minister of state for policing, crime, 
criminal justice and victims, Mike 


Penning, said the rules would help 
police tackle the use of nitrous oxide. 

He said: “Young people who take 
these substances are taking excep¬ 
tional risks with their health and 
those who profit from their sale have 
a complete disregard for the potential 
consequences. That’s why we are tar¬ 
geting the suppliers. 

“The landmark bill will fundamen¬ 
tally change the way we tackle new 
psychoactive substances - and put an 
end to the game of cat and mouse in 
which new drugs appear on the mar¬ 
ket more quickly than government 
can identify and ban them.” 

The new bill is something which 
Canterbury MP Julian Brazier is hap¬ 
py about. The Conservative MP has 
long campaigned against the use of 
so-called legal highs. 

Mr Brazier told KoS: “I strongly 
welcome this clampdown, and the 
tightening up of regulations to make 
sure people don’t take these 
substances. 

“It can only be a good thing that 
drugs like this will no longer be as 
easily accessible for abuse, and it’s 
great news that the police will now 
have the powers required to tackle 
this issue head on.” 

Those new powers could help to 
save lives, with use of the gas as a rec¬ 
reational drug growing in the past 
few years. 

KCC’s Mr Scott-Clark added: “If a 
person inhales nitrous oxide, it has a 
number of risks associated with it in¬ 
cluding dizziness, falling over, un¬ 
consciousness or death due to lack of 
oxygen. 

“It is particularly hard to judge the 
amount you are taking and this also 
makes it dangerous.” 
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Established 1981 


Over 57,000 customers! 


inc? 

Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number | 

of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890 i£3 AT 
WINDOWS ■ 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


20 % 

OFF All 

Conservatories 
V & Orangeries 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA‘ 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 ie 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1.861 sou 


WINDOWS 

£1,861 

WINDOWS 

£2,364^ 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* 


Convert your p 
conservatory into 
a usable all year j 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 

. 


Celebrating over 34 years of 
beautiful windows...Guaranteed 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 


r Finance available subject to status, 

written quotations available on request. 


The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

|| Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze il 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
11th 
August 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Mornsons) „ __ „^ KraallsI4 ,3 

niCOA Q A |Q Open 6 days a week . —«-« ^ “Sff 

R Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman SnuarP Sittinnhnnmp 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 5B 

1 3 Lowfieid Street, Dartford 01322 290 525 f www.supaglazing.com mm M 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 102.8 
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• Ultimate Summerhouse • Perfect Home Office 
• Kid’s Playroom • Stunning Chill-out Room • Games Room 


SAVE UP TO 

£2.150 


* Based on Platinum to Diamond upgrade on Homestead Cabin. T&C’s apply 

FREE ©ota 3 ft© 

free structural timber base, free shingle roof 
& free preservative paint 



FREE ^3©u(oj mo) L^usMjmjLLUunm 

plus free roof insulation & free laminate flooring 



plus free floor insulation & free electrical package 


For full details visit our website 

needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 



Find a Johnsons display village near you 
• Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford • Hawley Garden Centre, Dartford 
• Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham • Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone 
• Polhill Garden Centre, Sevenoaks • Johnsons Nursery, Whitstable 
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Froome win 
fuels a boom 
in renewed 
love of cycling 


Chris Murphy on how the British cyclist’s 
latest Tour de France victory will help even 
more dust off their two-wheeled machines 
in pursuit of fun, fitness and the open road 

.i n T 'ST y wJm 


C HRIS Froome’s 
magnificent re¬ 
peat triumph on 
the Tour de France 
is helping spear¬ 
head a huge surge of interest 
in cycling with one major 
venue saying competitive 
numbers have rocketed more 
than 25 per cent so far this 
year. 

The British rider, 30, com¬ 
peting for the Sky team, wore 
the prestigious leader’s yellow 
jersey for much of the final 
stages of the gruelling race 
and was crowned 2015 
champion on the streets of 
Paris last Sunday. 

It comes two years after his 
first triumph in the race in 
2013 and makes him the 
most successful rider in Brit¬ 
ish history. 

The county’s biggest 
cycling facility is the 
purpose-built Cyclopark in 
Gravesend 

It offers everything from 
road tracks to BMX courses 
and mountain bike trails. 

Park boss Laurence Tricker 
said the impact of the Tour 
will further fuel its populari¬ 
ty: “Chris Froome’s win can 
only help to raise the profile of 
cycling in the UK inspiring 
more people to get on their 
bike and I’m confident that 
cycling as a sport will contin¬ 
ue to grow. 

“So far for 2015, we have 
seen a growth of 26 per cent 
on competition events and 42 
per cent in personal chal¬ 
lenge events, known as spor- 
tives. 

“The season for spor¬ 
tive events seems to be 
getting longer - rang¬ 
ing in all different 
shapes and sizes, from 
charity rides to the real 
challenging grit rides. 

The park already attracts 
many male riders; our fo¬ 


cus over the last year has 
been to grow the provision for 
women’s cycling and chil¬ 
dren.” 

Froome wasn’t the only 
British interest with an un¬ 
precedented 10 British riders 
competing. 

From the 22-year-old first 
timer Adam Yates, to Olympic 
gold medallists Geraint Tho¬ 
mas and seasoned sprinter 
Mark Cavendish. 

They join an impressive ar¬ 
ray of British cyclists fast be¬ 
coming household names, 
and following in the footsteps 
of the likes of Sir Bradley Wig¬ 
gins, who not only won the 
Tour in 2012, but then fol¬ 
lowed it up with golden glory 
at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games too. 

Mr Tricker said this, com¬ 
bined with increased media 
coverage, means the sport is 
picking up new fans both 
young and old, adding: “Cy¬ 
cling is now one of the most 
popular sports in the UK and 
at Cyclopark park we are see¬ 
ing more people taking up 
recreational cycling, whether 
its road, mountain biking or 


BMXing.” 

Sports England’s Active 
People Survey reports over 
two million people ride a bike 
at least once a year, of which 
over half a million are 
women. 

Cyclopark said it is no 
stranger to this trend has also 
experienced consistent 

growth since it opened in 
2013. 

Mr Tricker said: “The in¬ 
creasing interest in women’s 
cycling is a really positive 
sign. At the park, the Cy- 
cloFemme sessions have 
proved an ideal route for 
women to get into the sport 
and build their confidence. 

“It is rewarding to see 
women turn up at the park 
who have not cycled for some 
time, grow in confidence over 
the weeks through the 
support of the CycloFemme 
coaches all the way through 
to perhaps entering their 

first event for example a 
charity ride or sportive.” 

Kent is no stranger to the 
Tour de France of course, 
having last hosted a stage of 
the race back in 2007. Then 
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The Fireplace 


A Family Run Business 
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INSPIRING: When Chris 
Froome, bottom left, won last 
weekend he became the first 
British cyclist to win cycling’s 
most gruelling and celebrated 
event twice; an impact felt 
keenly at Gravesend’s Cy¬ 
clopark facility 

tic countryside. I urge everyone 
to get on board.” 

Stewart Kellett is British Cy¬ 
cling’s director of recreation 
and partnerships. 

He added: “The rides have al¬ 
ready begun and run every 
weekend throughout the sum¬ 
mer, so there’s no time like the 
present to get your bike out. 

“Whether you want to build 
your cycling confidence or al¬ 
ready comfortable on a bike 
and looking for a challenge, 
now’s the time to register your 
free place on a Sky Ride Local 
bike ride in Kent.” 

And in Medway, public 
health officer Hazel Gallagher 
also leads cycling and walking 
groups around the area and 
loves the French race. 

She said: “I really do hope 
Chris Froome’s incredible Tour 
de France win will encourage 
more people to get into cycling. 
It’s a great activity that you can 
enjoy alone or as part of a 
group, and it’s a wonderful way 
to stay healthy. We run lots of 
cycling groups here in Medway 
all led by experienced and 
trained volunteer cycle leaders 
who are always happy to advise 
on which routes are suitable for 
different abilities. Free cycle les¬ 
sons are also available.” 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Torquay 5 days £189 


Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


Visit Our Showroom 

u ► 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

riDCDSl fine Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

■ I IIE ■ L A fluS t www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


It’s true. Now you can enjoy a wonderful 
break in Torquay for a very special price 
this October... 


There are no ‘catches’ - just a great deal - 
even the lovely days out are free - here’s 
the full details... 


Day 1: You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon to 
a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River Tamar 
into Cornwall and visit two beautiful coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing port of Brixham. Enjoy a coffee on the harbourside 
and watch the fishing boats come and go with the day’s catch and 

We return to Torquay this afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort 

Day 4: Today is left free so you can 
explore Torquay at your own pace. 


Complimentary 
Devon Cream tea 
one afternoon at 
hotel included 


Day 5: We leave for home after a last, 
hearty breakfast to see us on our way 
Coppice Hotel, Torquay ★★★ 

Elegant Victorian mansion set in attractive gardens with 
outdoor and indoor pools. Good food and regular evening 
entertainment. 40 guest rooms with full facilities. Please note: 
no lift but number of ground floor rooms subject to availability 

Departs: Monday 12th October £189 

Price includes: 4 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips 
out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. Single Supp £25 COMPLIMENTARY DEVON CREAM TEA 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

31 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


This coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone and then to 
Paignton 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


some three million people took 
to the street across one week¬ 
end in Kent and London to 
watch the event. It is thought it 
invested some £15m into the 
county’s economy. 

Road racing is also an excit¬ 
ing spectacle and there are 
many ways to get involved 
with cycling whether you are 


just starting out or coming 
back to the sport after a break, 
they said. 

Anthony Muir, coach at the 
park said: “Even toddlers are 
getting in on the act. We have 
seen an increasing interest in 
balance bikes, typically for tod¬ 
dlers through to four year 
olds. 


“I expect to see many more 
parents bringing their mini 
Froomes down over the next 
few weeks. Riders can then 
progress to our Cyclowhizz af¬ 
ter school club, where children 
learn key skills and gain 
knowledge to help them ride 
confidently and safely.” 

Tim Read, head of transpor¬ 


tation at Kent County Council, 
said the Tour de France awak¬ 
ens people’s thoughts about 
getting in the saddle and sees 
interest increase in bike rides 
organised by the council. 

Along with British Cycling, 
it has in recent years been pro¬ 
moting Sky Ride, a series of 
events designed for all abilities 


He said: “Cycling’s never 
been more popular, and what¬ 
ever your age or fitness level, 
it’s easy to get involved. These 
rides are guided and free. 
Whether you’re a family, regu¬ 
lar rider, enthusiast, or some¬ 
one whose bike is gathering 
dust in a shed, these are a great 
way to discover Kent’s fantas- 




























Military tested on 
me at Porton Down 

Alan Moultrie reveals how he became top secret guinea pig 



SERVING : Alan Moultrie was tested on during his National Service days 


T HE fact I volunteered to be 
a human guinea pig at the 
Ministry of Defence chemi¬ 
cal research establishment 
at Porton Down more than 
60 years ago, now fills with me with 
horror at my stupidity. 

But that is with the benefit of 
hindsight. 

At the time, 1951, I was half way 
through my two-year National Serv¬ 
ice with the Royal Air Force. 

One day, an intriguing notice went 
up inviting airmen to take part in 
some research, for which they would 
receive a small payment and a 72- 
hour leave pass. There was no men¬ 
tion of chemicals or any experimental 
weapons. I had never heard of Porton 
Down. 

I volunteered. This was contrary to 
the forces’ credo of ‘never volunteer 
for anything’. 

When I arrived at Porton Down on 
Salisbury Plain I was surprised at the 
high level of security, but not alarmed 
by it. 

I was taken to a laboratory where 
there were several white-coated men, 
whom I thought were doctors. There 
were also several captive white rab¬ 
bits with tubes sticking out of them. 


A metal tube was pressed into a 
pad of indelible ink and then on to the 
palm of my left hand and forearm, 
making two-inch-diameter circles. 

A machine whirred and then de¬ 
posited a blob of colourless liquid in 
the centre of each circle. I stayed in 
the laboratory until the liquid had 
dried on my skin. I was told that on 
no account must I wash those areas 
until given permission. 

Over the next two or three days, 
and sometimes in the middle of the 
night, I was recalled to the laborato¬ 
ry, where my circled areas were 
placed under a machine. At first, this 
clicked furiously, but gradually 
slowed on each subsequent visit. 

I now assume that the machine 
was a Geiger counter and that I had 
been made radioactive. 

Back at the billet we realised that 
the airmen had been exposed to a va¬ 
riety of unpleasant experiments, and 
stories circulated about some of them 
going seriously wrong. 

One was that a group of airmen, 
only some wearing gasmasks, were 
put into ah gas chamber. Rumour 
had it that some had become blind. 
There was also talk of an airman hav¬ 
ing died after an experiment, but that 


EXPERIMENTS 


LAST week, KoS ran a report on 
a new book penned by a 
University of Kent professor 
looking at some of the tests ran 
on servicemen during the 
1950s at the Porton Down 
military complex in Wiltshire. 

The book revealed how some 
soldiers volunteered to take part 
- often for a little extra cash - to 
have tests carried out. These 
would often include seeing their 
reaction to poisons or other 
chemicals they want to use as 
potential future military weapons. 

Alan Moultrie contacted KoS 
after reading our report and 
wanted to share his experi¬ 
ences with our readers. 


it had been hushed up. 

I was glad to get out of the place. 
But I had to sign the Official Secrets 
Act before I left. 

I have been one of the fortunate 
volunteers, apparently suffering no 
after effects. I went on to enjoy a ful¬ 
filling career, a good marriage and 


have three healthy children and four 
grandchildren. 

But it was wrong of the Govern¬ 
ment to encourage volunteers with¬ 


out making them aware of the type of 
research being undertaken. 

Now 83, Alan Moultrie lives in 
Ashford. 



A Static Caravan @ Camber Sands j 


Call Charlotte to arrange your VIP appointment on 07446 111 787. 11 

Camber Sands is open 12 months of the Year! I 

Own your own caravan from as little as £8,995 cash. I 

Funding options available with £1,000 deposit. I 

Voucher only valid with Charlotte at Camber Sands TN31 7RT I 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer | 




i 


Saturday 12th September 

9.30am - till late 

Sunday 13th September 

9.30am - 4.30pm 


Headcorn Aerodrome 


Family Fun - A magnificent array of model 
aircraft and much more! 

Prepare to be entertained by the 
hundreds of model aircraft, cars, 
trucks, boats and tanks! A packed 
day out with flying, sailing and 
driving demonstrations starting at 
10am each day. See an explosive 
recreation display of the Battle of 
Britain with models of German and 
British wartime planes including 
Spitfires, Hurricanes and 17ft 
Lancaster Bombers! 



Save money by booking tickets 

www.headcornevents.co.uk l_J»_ u i ■ 

make it a full and fun weekend! @southernmodelshow 
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OPENING AUGUST! 


Chaucer House Care Home is situated in the historic 
cathedral city of Canterbury, Kent. 

Our new residence provides; five star luxurious accommodation for 
60 people and specialises in the provision of outstanding nursing, 
residential and dementia care within its beautiful modern facilities. 

Please call one of our friendly team for more information 

or to request a brochure. 

Chaucer house 

Care home 

St MARTINS HILL, LITTLEBOURNE ROAD, Can ERBURY CTl 1RE> 

Tel: 01227 671985 chaucer.houseCSmmcg.co.uk 


Residential Care Nursing Care Dementia Care Palliative Care Respite Care Day Care 
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is the perfect time for installing 
Composite doors from only £985 


windows and doors 
Rated Windows 


o;uuu 


20 % Conservatories and upgrade 
_ fanlights on conservatories 
t r with bevel or lead designs 


Make use of your 
conservatory with a 
new modern energy-saving 
roof for all round use 
Winter and Summer. 

WINDOWS 
CONSERVATORIES 
PORCHES 

BI-FOLDING DOORS 
FRENCH DOORS 

ALL REPAIRS 

Include Units, 

Hinges & Handles 




Elm Court Garden Centre 

Capstone Rd, Gillingham ME7 3JQ 


www.flglazing.co.uk 

Mon - Fri 9:00am-5:00pm Saturday 9:30am-4:00pm Sunday 10:30am-3:00pm 
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TOGETHER: Steve Dymond and his wife Su Gorman outside their home in Broadstairs. Both are determined to continue the fight for justice for all victims of this terrible scandal 

We will keep fighting for justice 
in contaminated blood scandal 


Steve Dymond and Su Gorman write for KoS on living a life under a dark blood contamination cloud 


RIDAY, July 24 was a red 
letter date in our diary. 

It should have been the 
happiest day of our lives. At 
least since the joyous day in 
1980 when we celebrated our wed¬ 
ding with our friends and family with 
a party that lasted all day and was 
supposed to last all our lives. 

But Friday the 24th was the culmi¬ 
nation of what had become our one 
dream and ambition for the last 13 
years. 

Not the sort of dream most people 
cherish as their sole ambition, but the 
only one we were left with to cling to 
after the dreams we married with - 
having children, a peaceful family 
life, long successful careers and 
growing old together in comfort - 
were taken away from us by the scan¬ 
dal which is contaminated blood. 

Even on the day of our wedding, 
friends still expressed the opinion Su 
was ‘brave’ to marry a haemophiliac 
[a condition which means the blood 
does not clot naturally]. 

She never saw it that way. But then 
she didn’t know, what Steve feared, 
and what the Department of Health 
(DoH)and doctors knew. That the 
treatments on which a haemophiliac 
depends to lead a normal life were con¬ 
taminated with life threatening virus¬ 
es. That a simple everyday medical 
treatment like wisdom teeth being re¬ 
moved could result in life threatening 
and destructive infection. 

[Steve took a treatment called Fac¬ 
tor VIII - a blood product collected 
from dozens, if not hundreds of do¬ 
nors, which he used to occasionally 


to temporarily give his blood the abil¬ 
ity to clot. However, between the 
1970s and early 1990s, those sup¬ 
plies were often sourced from the US 
from the likes of prisoners and drug 
users. Not checked, many were con¬ 
taminated with the likes of HIV or 
hepatitis C. Almost all haemophiliacs 
treated over that period are believed 
to have been infected. Worse still, it 
has since transpired warnings were 
voiced to the Department of Health 
(DoH) but ignored. Thousands were 
infected. Thousands have since died 
as a result. Steve Dymond contracted 
hepatitis C - an illness which attacks 
the liver and which had a hugely det¬ 
rimental impact on his life.] 

Our revised dream or ambition was 
simple. That a viable treatment for 
hepatitis C would become available 
before the virus totally destroyed Ste¬ 
ve’s liver or he developed cancer. 

That the cure would come before it 
was too late. 

As an ambition it was a reason to 
get up in the morning. But dreams, 
well, they don’t come true do they? 
And hope was long gone. 

But this time the miracle has hap¬ 
pened. In June, the widening of the 
criteria by NHS England for eligibility 
for the new treatments so that Steve 
now qualified, coincided with the 
confirmation that our year long can¬ 
cer scare was definitively a false 
alarm. 

Incredibly, we’d won the race. Or at 
least got within touching distance of 
the finishing tape in the shape of the 
first hospital appointment to discuss 
treatment on July 24. 



TIGHT: Couple live with Betty 
Gorman, Su’s 86-year-old mother 

Which should have made it the 
happiest day of our lives. 

But it wasn’t. Once more the offi¬ 
cials at the DoH succeeded in poison¬ 
ing our lives, if this time not physi¬ 
cally. 

The revised NHS England guide¬ 
lines still mean access to the new 
treatments is still denied for 80 per 
cent of the victims of contaminated 
blood which leaves us feeling guilty, 
about our ‘good fortune’ and unable 
to share even less celebrate within 
our haemophilia community. 

The issues around contaminated 
blood have never been solely about 
personal health. 

There has been the 30-year cam¬ 
paign for justice, a full explanation 
and a full and decent settlement in 
compensation. 


For 30 years the DoH (which was 
responsible for the doctors having ac¬ 
cess to the contaminated blood prod¬ 
ucts with which haemophiliacs were 
poisoned) have resisted and obstruct¬ 
ed any demand for decency. 

Until 1991, when Crown immunity 
was abolished under John Major’s ad¬ 
ministration, no legal redress was 
possible against agents or institu¬ 
tions of the state (ministers, govern¬ 
ment departments, civil servants or 
public bodies). 

Some 22 other countries won a 
court case in the USA against phar¬ 
maceutical companies Alpha, Baxter, 
Bayer and Behring-Aventis in 2010 
for contaminating haemophiliacs 
with HIV and hepatitis C during the 
1980s. The payout, under a vicious 
confidentiality gagging clause, ran to 
tens of millions of Euros. 

UK haemophiliacs contaminated 
with HIV by NHS Factor VIII were 
obliged to sign waivers which would 
preclude them from making any fu¬ 
ture claims for any other blood-borne 
viruses they may have contracted 
from contaminated treatments before 
they could receive paltry hand-outs. 

It has now come to light that when 
imposing that waiver, UK Govern¬ 
ment officials knew that NHS Factor 
VIII stocks were already also con¬ 
taminated with hepatitis C. 

To bring credible legal action, pa¬ 
tients require their medical records 
from that period (1970s and 1980s). 
It is very difficult, if not impossible, to 
obtain complete, unredacted records. 

At last, political will has reached 
an unprecedented level of momen¬ 


tum and the prime minister had 
promised a statement in the House of 
Commons before July 21 which 
would herald the end of campaign¬ 
ing. 

This translated, at the instigation 
of DoH officials on July 17, into the 
poisonous written statement deliv¬ 
ered under the back door which sum¬ 
marised as a commitment to do noth¬ 
ing to provide material relief for the 
victims for a further two years. 

Which required, while picking our¬ 
selves up from another body blow, im¬ 
mediate action and reaction. 

So July 24 became an almost un¬ 
welcome intrusion as it took us away 
from the serious business of cam¬ 
paigning for justice. 

Across Kent the Magna Carta is on 
public view in a series of exhibitions, 
“Magna Carta Rediscovered” 

It would seem timely that as we still 
campaign for justice, this very cele¬ 
bration of citizen’s rights and their 
protection from the abuses of state 
power is in full view for all to see. 

“To no one will we sell, to no one 
will deny or delay either right or 
justice.” 

So we ask, will there ever be respect 
for the rights and justice for the vic¬ 
tims of the contaminated blood scan¬ 
dal and their families? 

■ Steve Dymond and his wife Su Gor¬ 
man live in Broadstairs. Both had 
successful careers before Mr Dy- 
mond’s illness derailed their lives. 
Due to the low level of compensation 
currently provided, they are forced to 
share the home of Ms Gorman’s eld¬ 
erly mother. 
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Rain couldn't stop the festivals 
rocking across the whole county 

Last weekend saw downpours but a host of different events couldn’t be stopped by the bad weather... 



T housands of people pow¬ 
ered through the most 
gruelling festival condi¬ 
tions last weekend to enjoy 
some of the biggest events 
the county has to offer. 

First up was Ashford’s Create Festi¬ 
val - and 2015 heralded the 20th 
birthday of this free musical 
extravaganza. 

Headlining the events was 80s pop 
icon Adam Ant. 

Despite the rain, a number of die¬ 
hard fans braved the open air main 
stage, and according to organisers, 
the three indoor music tents were 
‘packed’. 

The four-day festival included a 
fountain picnic, Gaz Coombes play¬ 
ing a sell-out show, a Create themed 
bandstand and Kinbaku - a free mul¬ 
ti-media show by some Jasmin Vardi- 
mon Company members, as well as a 
special fire and theatre show around 
the fountain, produced by Same Sky 
who were part of the very first Create 
Festival 20 years ago. 

Festival organiser Chris Dixon, 
said: “It’s been an amazing four days 
hosting world class international acts 
in different venues, all backed up and 


supported by local talent, businesses, 
and volunteers. 

“In the space of a few hours we’ve 
helped bands play their first ever live 
gig to an audience, through to mak¬ 


ing the stage suitable for those who 
have played the biggest arenas 
around the world. 

“I’ve now been given the challenge 
of organising the big one - Create’s 


21st birthday in 2016.” 

Rob Forsyth, learner manager of 
creative arts at Ashford College, said: 
“Seeing the legend that is Adam Ant 
on stage with our branding behind 


him was great, but the real success 
was knowing that 12 of our students 
were hands-on behind the scenes 
helping to make it all happen. 

“Some have told me it has been the 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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No Chimney? 

No Problem.. tey 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 

Brands: 

• Hunter • Avalon • Cleanburn • Arada • Villager 
• Firestorm • Romotop • Termatech • Fi re be I ly 


• Supply and installation of all types 
of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 

• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 

• NACS registered chimney sweep 

• Hetas registered installer 




0 01634 855098 

43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 I LG 

www.medwaystovesandfires.com 

*for full terms and conditions please contact us. 


r Free ton of^ 
wood and 25kg 
of smokeless 
coal on all 
installations 

‘terms and 

^conditions apply. ^ 
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STINGING: The Scorpions rock at Mote Park for the Ramblin’ Man Fair (main pic), the procession at Whitstable’s Oyster Festival (top) and crowds at Create (bottom right) 


best experience of their life”. 

The Revelation St Mary’s Stage 
hosted a line up of solo artists and 
acoustic acts across the day. Revela¬ 
tions manager Charlotte Burke said: 


“To have Mark Morriss headline our 
very own stage at Create is something 
we could only have dreamed of a few 
years ago - we’ve reached a brand 
new audience, and we hope to see 


them at our up and coming shows 
soon.” 

Fay Holmes of Canterbury College 
added: “It was important for us to 
support the Create DJ Stage again this 


year, as it is what we do here, and I 
know that some of our students have 
had the amazing opportunity to per¬ 
form alongside some established art¬ 
ists already in the music industry”. 


Other organisers felt this had been 
the best Create so far. 

Chris and Su Bailey of Right Track 

Continues om page 22 
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Continues from page 21 



ICON: Adam Ant performs at Ashford’s Create Festival and (right) Seasick Steve greets crowds at the first Ramblin’ Man Fair at Maidstone’s Mote Park 


Music said: “The amount of people 
we’ve seen packed in our tent has 
been amazing.” 

Always a popular event, Whitsta- 
ble saw its annual oyster festival hit 
its shores. 

It has grown from a small commu¬ 
nity celebration into a festival that at¬ 
tracts more than 80,000 visitors 
from all over the UK and Europe, and 
the celebrations feature food and 
drink, music, parades, competitions, 
and other events. 

It is a modern revival of an ancient 
holy festival dating way back to 
Norman times. 

A spokesman says: “We had two 
new exciting additions to the festival 
this year - the Shuck and the Oyster 
Bed.” 

The Shuck was a restaurant and 
live venue which was open for just 
one week during the Whitstable Oys¬ 
ter Festival. 

During the day, it was a restaurant, 
serving local produce by acclaimed 
local chefs, accompanied by craft 
brews, local wines and festival- 
themed cocktails. 

At night, it was an entertainment 
venue, serving food and hosting music 
and comedy performers including 
Craig Charles, Marcus Brigstocke, and 
The Cuban Bothers among others. 

The Oyster Bed was a pop up camp 
site, offering a place to pitch a tent or 
pull up a motorhome or caravan. 

The inclement weather did prompt 
fears that camping would be spoiled, 
but according to organisers, like the 
rest of the festival, it was a success. 

A spokesman said: “The weather is 
the one thing we don’t have any pow¬ 
er over but it all went ahead about 


much of a problem. We had to move 
some things around. But Saturday 
was one of the best days we’ve ever 


seen. Despite the weather, it was still 
a good weekend, and a busy weekend. 
People were in good spirits - they all 


enjoyed everything. We had some 
great reactions throughout the day 
and evening events - they were all a 


big success. One of our new ventures 
- The Shuck venue - was very popu¬ 
lar, and it was packed out all week- 


The Summer Sale is here! 

Come and find the perfect van for your business 
at the Summer Sale at Sparshatts of Kent. 

Mercedes-Benz Citan pre-registered vans are on sale now from £10,129. 

Come and view our selection of Citan vans at Sittingbourne. 

What are you waiting for? 

For more information or to book a test drive, please call Tracy on 01795 432960. 

We look forward to your call! 


Terms and Condtions: Offer subject to availability and terms & conditions. Sale stock of varied specification. Price does not include VAT or RFL Offer vehicles 
are pre-registered. VAT and RFL charged at prevailing rate. Credit provided, subject to status. Finance for business users only and available via Mercedes-Benz 
Financial Services Ltd, UK, MK15 8BA 

Mercedes-Benz 

1 hi* rirmn: . hqj:i.i« / Ltipfll In I LIN. 



Sparshatts of Kent Ltd, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge. Tel: 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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end. It couldn’t have gone any better.” 

The inaugural Ramblin’ Man Fair 
- a celebration of classic rock, prog, 
country and blues - also saw good 
crowds despite the weather. 


The two-day event, which took 
place in Maidstone’s Mote Park, fea¬ 
tured music from among others 
Pendragon, Anathema, The Scorpi¬ 
ons, Seasick Steve, Marillion and 


Camel. 

Other acts included Blue Oyster 
Cult, Saxon, Hayseed Dixie, Shooter 
Jennings and Jason and the Scorchers. 
Sunday’s poor weather could not 


deter stalwart rock fans, with per¬ 
formances on the rock stage from the 
Rival Sons and a finale by Gregg All- 
man being well-received. 

Event organisers the Rock Collec¬ 


tive and Team Rock thanked fans, 
acts and everyone involved saying: 
“Thank you so much for a mind blow¬ 
ing weekend. It was truly better than 
we could of imagined.” 


4 



„ Park y-. 
Resorts 


QtEBtfiig hrmiinq 

What makes Camber Sands so special? 


This all action park is opposite seven miles of golden sandy beaches, its one of the best beaches 
in Britain! We have 4 heated indoor swimming pools to choose from and even a flume for the 
more adventurous ones! Inside our Longbeach Entertainment center you'll find everything you 
need to make your time at Camber Sands enjoyable from our 
relaxing boathouse bar to the glitz and glamour of the live acts 
in our showbar! 

Camber Sands has a wide range of entertainment and activities 
for you to enjoy, immerse yourself in the fun and games or just 
dip in after a day out exploring the local area, the choice is yours. 

We have various kids clubs catering for all ages with our friendly 
energetic Teamstars as well as our sports and water activities 
with lots of wet fun and capers, like kayaking and Pirate Rafting, 
there's something to suit all ages and abilities. 

There's so much more to Camber Sands, the best thing to do is 
give me a call on 07583 975 349 to arrange your VIP day pass for 
a full tour of the park and all of our facilities. 




Cheap static 
caravan for sale 

• Sited on 4 star seaside 

holiday park 

• Site fees paid until 2016 
• Park open 12 months 

Call Mark on 07583975349 
for more info 




Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 

New for 2015 


Margate - Seaside Special 
5th August 2015 I £18.00 


Kennet Horse Boat Cruise 
17th August 2015 I £50.00 


■■ -A.-- 


Stowe Gardens 

21st August 2015 I £38.00 


Colchester Zoo or Colchester 
23rd August 2015 I £44.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC151’ when you book. 
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Light shone 
on darkness 
of Thatcher 
Government 

Kent author Clive Bloom lifts the lid on 
one of the country’s most controversial 
politicians, writes Jamie Weir... 


M ARGARET Thatcher’s 
politics are unlikely to 
be described as bland, 
or uncontroversial by 
anyone. 

As a politician who presided over 
the destruction of trade union power, 
and the coal industry, the Iron Lady 
has made her way into the history 
books as one of Britain’s Marmite 
characters; she’s both loved and hat¬ 
ed in almost equal measure. 

Her leadership has always been 
viewed as one which praised 
individualism, and tried to shrink the 
state and centralised Government 
involvement. 

However now, a Kent-based author 
and Emeritus Professor of English and 
American studies at Middlesex Uni¬ 
versity, Clive Bloom, has re-examined 
Mrs Thatcher’s Government years. 

The book, entitled Thatcher’s Se¬ 
cret War: Subversion, Coercion, Se¬ 
crecy and Government, 1974-90 
shines a light on the Government, un¬ 
veiling what Professor Bloom de¬ 
scribes as the ‘notorious role of the 
state against its perceived enemies’. 

But why did Professor Bloom 
choose to examine the history of Mrs 
Thatcher? 

“I’m interested in the bits of history 
which aren’t well known, and aren’t 
well publicised. I’ve written a number 
of pieces on parliamentary justice, 
and injustice, in the past and wanted 
to explore the Thatcher years in a dif¬ 
ferent way,” explains Professor 
Bloom. 

“Mrs Thatcher is one of these char¬ 
acters who has become revered by 
many, almost turned into a saintly 
character with films like The Iron 
Lady, and at the same time vilified by 
others. Her impact on politics in the 
UK has been profound and in many 
ways it still remains with us today.” 

The 61-year-old Professor doesn’t 
seem the type to rouse a rabble from 
his seaside home on Kent’s north 
coast in Herne Bay. 

However he’s certainly not shy 
when it comes to taking aim at the 
former Prime Minister, who, accord¬ 
ing to a BBC poll was voted the six¬ 
teenth greatest Briton of all time. 

He said: “In a number of cases, peo¬ 
ple who got in the way of the security 
forces during the Thatcher era simply 
vanished. 

“There was this paranoia in her 



SPOTLIGHT: Professor Bloom has 
examined the Thatcher years 

Government, with a war being 
waged against anyone who didn’t see 
eye to eye with Thatcher.” 

That conflict sprang from Mrs 
Thatcher’s political ideology, and 
drive to slim down the state while 
praising individualism according to 
Professor Bloom. 

He told KoS: “Thatcher was an un¬ 
ashamed free market capitalist, and 
someone who believed deeply in the 
idea of an individual’s self determina¬ 
tion. She was a moral conviction poli¬ 
tician, and someone who did what 
she believed in. That meant she was 
willing to carry things through, 
whatever the cost because she be¬ 
lieved she was right. 

“Thatcher felt that Communism 
and the left were the Antichrist, a 
part of life she abhorred. Really she 
wanted to roll back the 1960s, and 
return to a time before the liberalisa¬ 
tion of British society, which had 
taken place during that decade. She 
wasn’t able to do that, but what she 
could do was destroy state depend¬ 
ency, and the welfare state which she 
believed was to blame for the ills in 
the world.” 

That battle against collectivism, 
which came from Cold War fears, 
spurred a darker side to the Thatcher 
era according to Professor Bloom. 

He believes the security services, 
as well as senior members of the Con¬ 
servative Party acted in ways they 
should not have. 

He told KoS: “The security services 
had been working in certain ways in 
Ireland for some time. They had a 


THATCHER’S 
SECRET WAR 

SUBVERSION, COERCION, SECRECY AND GOVERNMENT, 1974-90 



SECRECY: According to the author Mrs Thatcher’s Government was shrouded in secrecy and embroilled in a war 
against left-wing politics 


shoot to kill policy, and certain tech¬ 
niques which they used to get what 
they wanted. 

“The liberties they took in Ireland, 
with techniques like torture, state 
sponsored terrorism and psychologi¬ 
cal operations, I believe, were im¬ 
ported into Britain. 

“I’m not saying that Mrs Thatcher 
knew all that was going on, but, like 
the situation with Thomas Becket 
who was killed at Canterbury Cathe¬ 
dral, people did what they thought 
she wanted.” 

It’s a tale which Professor Bloom 
says has increased in relevance in the 
last 15 years, providing a warning 
from the past. 

He said: “Most people remember 


the 1980s as a period when they were 
given greater individual freedoms. 
The trade off was that these freedoms 
were bought with greater secrecy 
from the state, and more things hid¬ 
den from the public.” 

The author believes that these is¬ 
sues are growing now as well, with 
significant parallels between the 
Thatcher Government, and former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Professor Bloom said: “Both 
Thatcher and Blair were moral cru¬ 
saders, and both had this belief that 
fundamentally, what they were do¬ 
ing was right. The mysterious deaths 
of a number of people during the 
Thatcher years can also be paralleled 
with that of Dr David Kelly, who had 


made enemies after claiming that 
Blair’s Government had sexed up the 
Iraq dossier which ultimately led to 
war with the country.” 

Professor Bloom says that Mr 
Blair’s Government shrouded the 
state in secrecy, something made 
easier as a result of the ‘war on 
terror’. 

He says that now, we’re living in an 
age where security services are con¬ 
tinuing to operate under the radar. 

He said: “Bulk surveillance, pro¬ 
posed changes to the freedom of in¬ 
formation act, and a wide range of 
instruments, all indicate a time 
where the security services are act¬ 
ing in a manner which is extremely 
similar to that of the Thatcher era.” 
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VOTES: A huge majority back the ban 

Join the 
debate 
and have 
your say 

By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A RECORD number of people re¬ 
sponded to Kent News’ online poll 
this week. 

The question: Should live ex¬ 
port be banned? 

Overwhelmingly, the public said yes, with 
98 per cent saying the trades is outdated. 

One per cent of respondents said the trade 
should not be banned and is legitimate, and 
the other one per cent said the trade should 
not be banned, but conditions should be im¬ 
proved. 

The poll followed the July 23 shipment of live 
animals from the Port of Ramsgate - the first in 
months. 

Keith Taylor, Green MEP for south east Eng¬ 
land, said: “I am opposed to this cruel and 
needless trade. Many local residents from Kent 
who witness the lorries travelling to the port 
have been heavily campaigning on this issue 
for the last few years. 

“Their campaign is backed up by strong sci¬ 
entific evidence which highlights that these 
journeys cause significant suffering to these 
animals. I fully support the planned protests 
by local campaign groups and my constitu¬ 
ents today.” 

But Frank Langrish, a spokesman for the 
National Farmers’ Union and large-scale live¬ 
stock farmer and transporter, said: “The sheep 
have a higher value in Europe than here, and 
a much higher value if they are fattened and 
slaughtered in those countries, because the 
quality of these animals is higher. 

“The French flock has been reducing over 
the last few years, so we can supply that 
market. 

“There is also a high demand for halal meat 
in Europe.” 
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We've brought 15 giant birdhouses to intu Lakeside as part 
of their UK tour, each one individually designed by a celebrity. 
All to encourage everyone to give nauire a nome 1 For all the 
details visit intu.co.uk/birdhouse 


In support of 



giving 
nature 
a home 


The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 
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Buy-a 

By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


E VER wanted to have a school 
building named after you? 
Well here’s your chance and 
it’s yours for a cool 
£500,000. 

And if that perhaps stretches the 
purse strings a little too much, then 
you could have a room named after 
you for £50,000 or, rather more mod¬ 
estly, a special engraved brick for a 
mere £50. 

All are up for grabs at a leading 
grammar school in Ashford, as it sets 
out to raise the funds it hopes will pro¬ 
vide the bedrock of a major new addi¬ 
tion to the school’s campus. 

Now the Norton Knatchbull in 
Hythe Road is hoping former students 
will embrace the idea of being immor¬ 
talised in the very fabric of the school 
they once attended. 

It wants to build a new creative arts 
building on the site of its swimming 
pool, which was closed four years ago, 
and needs to secure £500,000 to then 
allow it to bid for the full costs which are 
estimated to be in excess of £5million. 

Explains head teacher Susanne 
Staab: “The new block will house mu¬ 
sic, art, DT and computing in addition 
to providing opportunities for com¬ 
munity use. 

“It would include a state-of-the-art 
recording studio and new practice 
rooms and restructure outside space. 

“We hope the funding will be par¬ 
tially provided by the government in 


brick to transform school 



recognition of the face we have ex¬ 
panded from a five to six form entry 
school. The rest, however, we need to 
raise ourselves.” 

Currently, many of the students 
studying music do so in rooms which 
were originally built in the 1950s and 
are in desperate need of regeneration. 

The school has undergone a 
number of improvements in recent 
years but, like all other schools, has 
faced a major squeeze on its budgets 
as a result of a reduction in central 
government funding. 

Business manager Paula Bunnell 
said: “We have seen our budgets cut, 
year-on-year, by more than 35 per 
cent. Yet we are expected to do more 
and more each year. Grammar 
schools are being hit particularly 
hard as we receive the lowest propor¬ 
tion of funding. 

“Therefore we are given no choice 
than to seek private sponsorship and 
raise funds independently for building 
development.” 

By raising some 10 per cent of the 
total sum needed to deliver the new 
building, it is hoped it will then allow 
it to bid for other key funding 
opportunities.” 

A major part of the fundraising will 
be an Indian Summer Soiree on Sep¬ 
tember 19 which is open to local busi¬ 
nesses and former students. 

A similar fundraising ball in the 
spring raised £15,000 and it is hoped 
the September event will be equally 
well attended. 

Mrs Bunnell added: “The buy-a-brick 


is a big focus and we want to inform as 
many old school students and those as¬ 
sociated with the school to invest in our 
future and become part of our history. 

“What better way to become part of 
our community than to install a per¬ 
manent memorial of your time and 
contribution to the school? ” 

The Indian Summer Soiree is being 
sponsored by Ashford firm Geerings. 


Among the money making schemes 
are an engraved brick for £50, two for 
£85, an engraved window for £200, 
an engraved granite slab for £2,000 
and then the big ticket items of having 
a room in the building named after 
you for £50,000 or sponsor the build¬ 
ing itself for £500,000. 

Contact the school for details on the 
September 19 event. 



BDL GAS SERVICES 

01634 232048 A 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 




www.planningfinder.co.uk 


Planning FTnder 


>st planning 
community. 


Want to find out 
what changes are 
happening around 
your postcode? 

Sign up with 
planningfinder.co.uk 
today to receive free 
email alerts whenever 
new planning 
applications happen 
near you. 
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Bathroom 

& Plumbing j 
Supplies Ltd y 


ALLBITS 

HUGE Discounts at West Kent's 

Largest Bathroom Showroom over 3 Floors 

01634 712 816 


Ravenheat 

Combi Boiler 


Height 770mm 
Width 450mm 
Depth 310mm 
Band A Rating 
Model CSI 85 AAA 

S4M.M 


Complete with 
horizontal flue 
and clock 


Telford 

Copper Cylinder 


Indirect foam lagged cylinders 
36"x18" (900mm x 450mm) 

mmm 

42”x16” 

£149.95 


Heating Controls 


Tower 3 
port valve 

£ 37.80 


Tower 3 port 
power head 


Interchangeable with Honeywell 


Tower 2 
port valve 


Tower 2 port 
power head 


£ 33.99 £ 32.99 


QEG-2 Twin Channel 
Programmer 


If:;!;!;/ 

I 

Whole House Pack Includes: 

* l 

Magnetic Filter, Grasslin Inhibitor, 

Grasslin Cleanser, Inline Filter. 

W 

£79.99 


Showers 


MX Shower and MX Valve Ft Kit 


THERMOSTATIC 

i* ^ , 
J 


Tower TMV Approved 
Blending Valve 


MX Bath / Shower 
mixer tap 


ELECTRIC 

MX Electric 8.5kw 
Shower (with 8 way 
quick installation) 


Bathroom 

Products 


Square Shower Bath 
Vanity Suite 


P Shape Bath Basin WC Suite 


, White Gloss 
Combination 
Vanity Unit ft 
1 Door Unit 
with Tap 




'ALL THE BITS FOR YOUR BATHROOM, ALLBITS!" J 


All Prices Include VAT Free Local Delivery Free Parking Trade Counter 

Call us NOW on 01634 712816 for more 
SPECIAL OFFERS or visit our showroom. 

ALLBITS PLUMBING ft HEATING SUPPLIES 

108-110 Cuxton Road, Rochester, Kent ME2 2JA www.allbits.co.uk 


on 


Opening Times 

Mon - Fri 

8.00 - 6.00pm 

Saturday 

8.00 - 5.00pm 

I Sunday 

Closed ^ 
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Regeneration of 
Ashford takes 
another giant 
leap forward 

High speed rail services, a new college campus, 
and a wide range of other developments are 
helping the town thrive reports Jamie Weir... 


A LTHOUGH the credit crunch deci¬ 
mated the UK economy when it 
struck in 2008, its effect is still be¬ 
ing felt in high streets and town 
centres to this day. 

Shops lie empty, and town centres across the 
county have struggled to attract the public. 

One place which hasn’t seen the slump last 
though, is Ashford, with building projects push¬ 
ing forward at pace. 

Just a week ago, the rundown buildings on the 
corner of the town’s Elwick Road were demol¬ 
ished, as Ashford College took the first step to¬ 
ward building its new central campus for stu¬ 
dents of the future. 

And this week, the public were asked to give 
their opinions on a large new development oppo¬ 
site the college site. 

The £75 million proposal would transform one 
of Ashford’s longest running grotspots into a 
vibrant area, with a multiplex cinema, housing 
and other leisure facilities. Ashford Borough 
Council’s leader, Gerry Clarkson, says both devel¬ 
opments are key for the town. 

He told KoS: “The area is a prime location in 
our plans for the town. 


“It’s on a key corner of Ashford, located just a 
couple of hundred yards away from Ashford In¬ 
ternational train station, and obviously it will be 
directly opposite the new college campus. 

“That’s the perfect location for leisure facilities 
like the cinema and retail, as there will be a big 
group of young people eager to have fun. In fact, 
eventually we expect that there will be around 
1,500 people at the campus, and they’ll all have 
money to spend, and will want to do so. 

“We really want to become a destination for 
young people in Kent, as at the moment Ashford 
isn’t high up on their list of places to go. We want 
to compete with places like Canterbury to tap 
into that market.” 

That, according to Mark Lumsdon Taylor, 
who, as finance director of the Hadlow Group - 
which runs Ashford College - is helping spear¬ 
head the new college campus’ building pro¬ 
gramme, is something which is achievable. 

Mr Lumsdon Taylor said: “At the moment over 
500 young people leave Ashford every day to go 
to study elsewhere in Kent. Isn’t that an absolute¬ 
ly ludicrous proposition for the town? The new 
campus will provide a focal point for business as 
well, delivering high quality education that 



EDUCATION: What the new college campus in Ashford may look like 



SMASH: Council leader Gerry Clarkson (above left) isn’t afraid of getting his hands dirty 
when it comes to helping with the town’s regeneration 


meets the needs of businesses in the local com¬ 
munity. We’ll be asking young people in 
Ashford; why travel for an hour, spend money 
on petrol or trains, when you can stay local, 
support the local economy and support local 
businesses. 

“The whole redevelopment of Ashford as a 
retail centre, and an arts and cultural area 
will provide young people with a place they 
want to be. The college is going to work within 
that, as one of Ashford Borough Council’s ‘Big 
Eight’ strategic priorities.” 

Those so-called ‘big eight’ projects are the 
council’s template to unlocking growth and 
regenerating the borough. 

The eight strategic projects are redevelop¬ 
ment of the town’s commercial quarter, El¬ 
wick Place area, the college campus, the Stour 
leisure centre, expansion of the designer out- 



IMPRESSED: Mark Dance ofKCC 


let shopping centre, development of Chilming- 
ton Green, development of a new junction 10a 
for the M20 and improved signalling for the 
international railway. 

Mark Dance is Kent County Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for economic development. He 
told KoS Ashford’s big eight strategic priorities 
were fundamental to the town’s growth. 

He said: “Because Ashford is well organised 
with its developments, it is leading the way in 
Kent. It has its local plan in place, and this has 
helped it push things forward faster, because it 
already knows what it wants and where. 

“The new development being proposed has 
some very clever master planning as it has an 
amazing interplay between different elements 
of the development. 

“On a town level, the new development in 
Elwick Road will start to move the action clos¬ 
er to the old town, shifting the hub closer to 
the railway station, which in itself is a key part 
of Ashford’s regeneration and continuing 
development.” 

That railway station has recently received a 
boost as well, and one which will mean it’s got 
the green light for many more years of service. 

It was given funding to upgrade its signal¬ 
ling service - another of the big eight - earlier 
this month. That means it has assured its 
place in cross-Channel rail services, as the up¬ 
grade was necessary to service new trains 
coming in to service. 

Cllr Clarkson said: “The station gives us 
great connectivity nationally and interna¬ 
tionally. Ashford is just 38 minutes from cen¬ 
tral London on the high speed service, and 
with the continent easily accessible, we’re lo¬ 
cated in an ideal place for business.” 

In fact, Cllr Dance says Ashford’s connectiv¬ 
ity will mean it could also benefit from expan¬ 
sion further afield too. 

He told KoS: “Development at Ebbsfleet, and 
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MIXED : Proposals for the site opposite the new college include leisure facilities as well as 
housing. It is hoped they will help to generate constant footfall and bring business to the town 


also with Paramount Park will create thou¬ 
sands of new jobs. With Ashford’s high speed 
trains, it opens up jobs in both areas for people 
who live in the borough and can travel there 
easily.” 

Ashford - which according to Cllr Clarkson, 
‘means business’ - has in fact got 500,000 po¬ 
tential employees living within a 40 minute 
drive of the town. 

That workforce is growing too, at the third 
fastest rate in the south east too - a mighty 
14.9 per cent increase in 10 years. It’s also at¬ 
tracting outsiders to move to Ashford, with the 
borough ranked in the top seven per cent most 
desirable places to live in the UK. 

And jobs are something Ashford has also 
managed to help create, with Cllr Clarkson tell¬ 
ing KoS unemployment was as low as it was ever 
likely to be in the borough - just over one per cent. 

He said: “Between 2001 and 2011 we creat¬ 


ed 7,600 new jobs. We’ve attracted big busi¬ 
nesses to the area, and that’s helping to keep 
pushing regeneration forward. 

“We’re also putting our money where our 
mouth is with developments like Ashford Col¬ 
lege’s new campus, pumping millions of 
pounds of our cash in to help it move forward. 
We’re showing the council’s confident the area 
is going to grow successfully. 

“We’ve invested in a variety of new things, 
one of which is the Park Mall Shopping Centre 
with its 34 shops. We’re transforming the offer¬ 
ing throughout the centre, ensuring jobs are 
created in the future. The new college campus 
will also help with this. We identified a skills 
shortage in the area, which meant that we were 
needing to import workers for certain jobs. 

“Obviously the new campus will help bridge 
that skills gap, offering the right training 
which we need to keep thriving.” 
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rotifully inspired 
poke interiors 


Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 


ian pennick r 

[interiors 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7U 


telephone 01227 283850 for free advice 6 days a week - closed Sundays 


www.ianpenn 
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March of time in Sittingbourne 
captured forever by new book 

Collection will feature modern and archive pictures of the town side by side, writes Molly Kersey... 


A NEW book featuring a 
collection of old and new 
photographs is aiming 
to bring the history of 
Sittingbourne to life. 
Sittingbourne Through Time fea¬ 
tures more than 180 photographs of 
the town - showcasing modern and 
archive photographs side by side to 
provide an insight into the area and 
how it has changed over the years. 

The book was created by Robert 
Turcan, a retired stockbroker who 
lives in the town. 

It is the latest in Amberley Publish¬ 
ing’s revised editions of their success¬ 
ful Through Time series. 

Mr Turcan first became involved 
with the series through his interest in 
collecting topographical postcards. 

“I am a member of the Sitting¬ 
bourne post card group,” he told KoS. 

“They were approached by Amber- 
ley Publishing. I took up the chal¬ 
lenge to create Sittingbourne 
Through Time. That was six years 
ago and it was the first book that I did. 

“I have done 13 since then and the 
13th is the revised version of Sitting¬ 
bourne Through Time. They used 
some of the old and some of the new. I 
found so much more material. 

“They are very simple books - a 
collection of pictures with captions. 
Quite a few of the pictures were ones 
that I had collected over the years be¬ 
cause I have a natural interest. Oth¬ 
ers I found from Ebay, postcard fairs 
and other collectors. 

“I bought a camera, quite a good 
one, and although I have got no for¬ 
mal training I put it on automatic, 
found some good light and went out 
and took some modem pictures. 

“It takes about six weeks from start 
to finish. First I get the older pictures, 
then I take the new pictures and then 
I do the writing afterwards.” 

Situated on the road between Lon¬ 
don and Dover, Sittingbourne be¬ 
came a frequent stopover for travel¬ 
lers and their horses. 

And the town has seen a number of 
transformations - such as the arrival 
of a railway in 1860 and old derelict 
brickfields becoming new commer¬ 
cial estates. 

“One of the biggest changes is the 
paper mill, which has been demol¬ 
ished,” explained Mr Turcan. 

“It had been a paper mill for hun¬ 
dreds of years. That’s now a super¬ 
market.” 

As well as the changing landscape 
of the area, Mr Turcan is also inter¬ 
ested in the personal histories of 
those who have lived in the town. 

The book features photographs of 
people such as members of the Sit¬ 
tingbourne Football Club, who moved 
to their new home in Murston back in 
1990 after the Bull Ground was sold 
off for shop redevelopment. 

They later moved to a smaller 
ground within the same complex. 

“If you can find stories about people 
it brings it alive,” he said. 
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ARCHIVE: The Odeon Cinema was the last of three picture houses to close MODERN: The cinema has now reopened in Sittingbourne town, 

its doors. 




ARCHIVE: The Old Westminster Bank used to operate from the building in MODERN: The way the buildings look today, 
the centre of the picture. 





Ilmvbi IPttUN 

SITTINGBOURNE 

niHCHJtill time 


WRITER: Robert Turcan was pleased to take on the challenge of compiling the book. 


“It’s not all about buildings, it’s 
about people’s lives. 

“For the first book about Sitting¬ 
bourne I did try and work out a theme 
where I covered things like the fire 
brigade, the police and a football 
team, and tried to make it as diverse 
as possible and bring organisations 
into it. The first book had things 
about the Army Cadets and Sea Ca¬ 
dets, the ongoing groups that make a 
community cohesive.” 


Mr Turcan has compiled books 
about other areas in Kent for the se¬ 
ries including Faversham and Ashford. 

“Faversham is a terrific town. For 
me it had a particular fascination,” he 
told KoS. 

“That was the cradle of the gun¬ 
powder industry, so there is a lot of 
historical content there. 

“It was once the capital of England 
when King Stephen lived there and 
there was a huge monastery. It was 


demolished during the reformation.” 

He said a growing interest in the 
past helped make the books a success. 

“I think particularly among 
schools there has been interest, they 
are making children more aware of 
history and I am hoping that a lot of 
the books will be bought by parents 
for their children. 

“It’s for children really and the old¬ 
er generation who have witnessed 
changes. I think there is a lot more 


interest in the past now and an inter¬ 
est in heritage has grown. 

“I can remember years ago think¬ 
ing ‘why don’t people put history on 
television?’ but commercially it’s big 
business now. 

“There is a lot of nostalgia around 
old pictures and the past.” 

■ Sittingbourne Through Time 
is £14.99 and available to buy 
now. For more details visit www. 
amberley-books.com. 
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Manufacturing the nation's timber buildings for 30yrs... 
our showsite is based in Kent between Ashford and Faversham! 



Oak Garages:: Home Offices:: Stables:: Mobiles 



SPECIAL OFFER 
two bay barn 
with oak frontage 
guttering and traditional 
clay tiles only £9,950 

including VAT and fitting, 

plus small delivery charge depending on area 


Our massive buying power 
& combination of traditional 



Call our free brochureline now 


workmanship and hi-tech 
production facilities enable us 
to deliver unparalleled quality 
and value for money... 


10'X 22' 
mobile field shelter 
only £2,700 inc VAT, 

delivered & erected FREE in Kent 


small delivery charge outside Kent 


for your 100 page brochure & pricelist 24hrs 7days on 

0800 021 4066 or call our 

sales team on 01233 740944 office hours 

www.nationalstables.co.uk 

SHOWSITE OPEN WEEKDAYS AND SATURDAY MORNING 

National Stables, Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Faversham, Kent, ME13 0JX 



32 Week ending August 2,2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



















Raw, funny 
and honest 
photos on 
the street 


A battle with mental illness led a city 
high flyer in a new artistic direction in 
north Kent writes Maria Chiorando... 


A FIGHT with depression, 
OCD, and alcohol led a 
former city worker to a 
new path in street pho¬ 
tography. 

Photographer Lee Fennings was 
born in Chatham in 1971, and has 
lived in Gravesend for most of his life 
- the town often features in his work. 

“Street photography is raw, very 
diverse and honest” he explains. 
“You capture a fleeting moment in 
time - nothing is set up or staged, 
and that’s precisely how I like it, par¬ 
ticularly if the photograph has a 
touch of irony and humour to it.” 

Mr Fennings says he finds ‘soli¬ 
tude’ in his photography - helpful in 
dealing with his mental health is¬ 
sues. 

He says: “I have suffered with de¬ 
pression and OCD for many years. It’s 
a very personal subject, but I want to 
put it out there because it’s not al¬ 
ways openly talked about, and there 
are people out there who are suffer¬ 
ing in silence. 

“I would strongly urge anyone 
struggling to speak about it, either to 
their doctor, a member of the family, 
a friend or even a local organisation. 
I’m lucky to have strong support 
around me but personally found the 
local services of charities CRI and 
Mind invaluable. 

“I would never tell someone that I 
know how they are feeling - you 
don’t know how anyone else is feeling 
because everyone is different. 

“I used to work in the city for a 
high profile investment bank. I was a 
contractor, working in financial reg¬ 
ulation at vice president level in an 
intense environment. 

“I was self-medicating with alco¬ 
hol, to relieve the pressure of my ill¬ 
nesses. 

“Together with type 1 diabetes and 
coeliac disease (with a recent diagno¬ 
sis of osteoporosis), I got to a point 
last year where my contract was not 
renewed, ultimately because of my 
health issues. 

“Having always had an interest in 
photography, I started taking it more 
seriously because I needed some¬ 
thing positive to concentrate on. 

“In terms of what inspires me, 
travel is one thing, but it’s mainly 
about people and the human condi¬ 
tion. Street photography is all about 
being aware of what’s around you 
with that degree of anticipation and 


STYLISH: (Fromtop) Ladies eat ice cream in Gravesend, stairwell in London, dog in Gravesend, 
Boy jumps .Gravesend promenade wall, chess game in London and shadowplay in London, all 2015 


forward thinking, as well as being 
very alert to those unexpected and 
impromptu moments that require 
quick framing and shooting. 

“I like to use both digital and 
35mm formats, shooting mostly in 
black and white.” 


He is hopeful about the future. 

He says: “I’ve experienced the de¬ 
structive nature of alcohol at first 
hand and have made some stupid 
mistakes. 

“I have been without it now for 
nearly ten months and have a com¬ 


pletely different outlook on life. De¬ 
pression and OCD is not something 
that can be simply shrugged off, but 
believe I’m heading in the right direc¬ 
tion with my photography helping 
me along the way. 

“I believe in myself, and I believe in 


my work.” 

■ Lee Fennings’ work can be 
seen at www.leefenningsphotog- 
raphy.co.uk. 

You can also follow him on 
Twitter using the handle @ 
lpfstreet. 
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PLANS: Artist’s impressions of how the site of the former Ministry of Defence complex could be transformed into hundreds of homes, commercial properties and even a hotel 

Is future of top secret base set to 
finally be decided next month? 

After announcing it was to shut in 2011, Chris Murphy takes a look at the latest plans for Fort Halstead 


HE future of what was once 
one of Britain’s most secre¬ 
tive military bases could be 
decided next month. 

Fort Halstead, on the out¬ 
skirts of Sevenoaks, was shrouded in 
mystery for decades as one of the key 
forensic sites. 

Since it was built in 1892 as one of a 
string of fortresses designed to protect 
London in the event of any invasion 
(see box off) it became a leading re¬ 
search site, investing everything over 
the years from rocket technology to 
probing the remains of the double 
decker bus blown up as part of the July 
7 terrorist attacks in London in 2005. 

But after changing hands it was 
confirmed in 2011 it was to close 
with the Defence Science and Tech¬ 
nology Laboratory being moved to 
Porton Down in Wiltshire in 2017. 

The future of the hundreds of staff 
there is also still being considered. As 
one of the major employers in the bor¬ 
ough, its departure has been seen as a 
major blow. 

At one point, there were 800 people 
on site, but the majority have been 
either let go or absorbed in other 
areas. 

Now with the site being sold, the fu¬ 
ture of what will happen to it could be 
resolved sooner rather than later. 

Two public consultations have 
been held to assess local opinion on 
what should happen to the buildings 
left behind and the local council says 


it expects to examine the plans at a 
meeting scheduled for next month. 

Developer Armstrong (Kent) LLP is 
heading its regeneration plans. 

It confirmed the site’s largest ten¬ 
ant, the Ministry of Defence’s Defence 
Science and Technology Laboratory 
(known as Dstl) is due to relocate its 
operations from Fort Halstead to 
Porton Down and Portsdown West by 
late 2017, which will leave a large 
proportion of the site vacant. 

The company said it was crucial 
the future of Fort Halstead is 
sustainable, dynamic and viable to 
ensure a high quality environment 
can be created on the site when Dstl 
leaves. 

A spokesman for Sevenoaks Dis¬ 
trict Council said: “We are currently 
considering a major planning appli¬ 
cation on the site. 

“It is for outline planning permis¬ 
sion for the demolition of buildings 
and development of a mixed-use de¬ 
velopment comprising a business 
area of up to 27,000 square metres, 
plus 450 residential units, a hotel of 
up to 80 beds, a village centre and use 
of the fort area and bunkers as an his¬ 
toric interpretation centre. 

“There would also be formal and 
informal open spaces, transport and 
utilities infrastructure, plus cycle and 
car parking areas. 

“There is also detailed approval for 
two access points at Otford Lane and 
Crow Drive, which is the primary route 


and a secondary one at Star Hill.” 

The authority added: “At the mo¬ 
ment, the proposal is pencilled in to 
go to our development control com¬ 
mittee in September. Fort Halstead is 
already allocated in our planning 
policies as a site that could accommo¬ 
date up to 450 new homes.” 

A Dstl spokesman added: “We are 
aiming to relocate from Fort Halstead 
by the end of 2017. There are signifi¬ 
cant challenges in relocating the 
unique and complex facilities, due to 
the nature of our work, and this has 
resulted in a delay in the design phase 


TRYING to chart the full history of 
Fort Halstead is no simple task - pri¬ 
marily due to the fact that through¬ 
out its existence it has been 
shrouded in secrecy. 

But this much we do know. 

Built in 1892, it was one of a ring 
of defences which surrounded 
London - ready for a team of 
volunteers to spring into action in 
the event of a crisis. 

Seen from the sky, you can still 
just about make out the shape of 
the original fortress on the site. 

But over the years, it changed 
shape and form to become 
something of a sprawling labyrinth 


which will delay the construction de¬ 
sign phase. 

“Dstl is committed to relocating its 
operations from Fort Halstead to Por¬ 
ton Down and Portsdown West in or¬ 
der to deliver more effectively and ef¬ 
ficiently to its customers. Around 
840 staff have been affected by the 
move; around 200 moved by spring 
2014.” 

Of the houses planned, it is expect¬ 
ed around 20 per cent will be classed 
as ‘affordable’. 

Stephen Roberts is the spokesman for 
Armstrong, He said they are still work- 


in 1922, the secrets started with 
work there over the next 20 years 
being key to major breakthroughs. 

The British effort in the atomic 
bomb race was partly conducted 
there for a while under the name 
'high explosive research’. 

The results were detonated in the 
Montebello Islands off Australia’s 
north west coast, a favourite spot 
for a while to test atom bombs. 

The results of terrorists’ work 
became a focus, and the scientists 
there provided some detailed 
information on not only the 7/7 
attack in London, but also the 
Lockerbie atrocity. 


ing through comments made at the 
public meetings so they can possibly 
tweak the main planning application. 

Once it has been completely rebuilt, 
and all the businesses move in, Arm¬ 
strong claims local spending in the 
area could top £1.2 million annually 
from 540 working people and the al¬ 
most 100 building jobs a year it will 
create during construction. 

■ What do you think of the pro¬ 
posals? Share your views and join 
the debate. 

Email your comments to: 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


A car bomb was spotted 
smouldering in 2007 in London. 

Researchers from Halstead were 
called upon to check the gas 
cylinders and nails once the device 
was made safe. 

On the more unusual side of the 
fort’s history are the apparent visits 
of Ruth Ellis, the last woman in 
Britain to be hanged to the area. 

She was hanged in 1955 at 
Holloway for murdering lover 
David Blakely, 26. 

It is said she mixed with some 
sensitive members of the Halstead 
staff, including the spies Guy 
Burgess and Donald Maclean. 



HALSTEAD - A SECRET HISTORY... 
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FREE MICROCHIPPING 
from Dogs Trust 

Please visit us at: 

7 th August - Knights Place 
Sports Ground, Stangate Road, Strood, ME2 2TX 

11 am - 4pm 

8 th August - Riverside Country Park, 

333 Lower Rainham Road, ME7 2XH 

11 am - 4pm 





Offer open to dog owners aged 18 or over regardless of benefit status, subject to availability and 
resources of the charity. Please note that Dogs Trust does not currently fund any other veterinary 
treatment. No appointment needed. We strongly advise that puppies being chipped are fully 
vaccinated beforehand. We reserve the right to ask for proof of vaccination. We cannot chip 
any other pets at this event. The Promoter: Dogs Trust, 17 Wakley Street, London, EC1V 7RQ. 
Registered Charity Numbers: 227523 and SC037843. 



DogsTrust 
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How Pluto helped fuel war effort 
with pipeline under the Channel 

Chris Murphy on the remarkable feat of engineering which helped keep troops moving during the war 



Y EARS before the Second 
World War finally ended 
in 1945, British strate¬ 
gists were already plan¬ 
ning how to sustain its 
forces fighting on mainland Europe. 

Good supply lines are the lifeblood of 
any military force - without them, men 
would soon be stranded and vulnerable. 

Along with ammunition and food, 
fuel was the most needed. Once the 
Allied forces landed in France, in or¬ 
der to keep tanks rolling and trucks 
moving, they needed the fuel neces¬ 
sary to power the vehicles fighting 
the swarm of Nazi forces. 

It was seen as vital to have it in 
place by 1944 to quite literally fuel 
Operation Overlord - the Allied inva¬ 
sion of Normandy. 

So an innovative plan was devised 
for Operation Pluto - Pipe-Lines Un¬ 
der The Ocean. 

In Kent, it followed the route of the 
Dymchurch light railway before 
crossing the Channel sea bed. 

In 1942, the first test pipelines were 
being laid under the surface of the 
River Medway to see if it could work. 

A common technology today, in 
wartime Kent, scientists and engi¬ 
neers were pushing the boundaries 
of what was possible. 

Early versions of the pipe used con¬ 
siderable amounts of lead to make it 
flexible while retaining strength. 

It soon became obvious there was 
not enough lead in Britain, including 
all the church roofs, to produce the 
quantities needed. 

The entire project was the brain¬ 
child of Arthur Hartley, the chief en¬ 
gineer with the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company, and the organisation 
which would ultimately morph into 
what we know today as BP. 

Wartime minister for petroleum, 
Geoffrey William Lloyd and Admiral 
Mountbatten, chief of combined op¬ 
erations, decided to push ahead with 
Hartley’s idea of using adapted sub¬ 
marine tele¬ 
phone cable. 

The second 
and more fa¬ 
voured material 
was developed by 
the Iraq Petrole¬ 
um Company 
and the Burmah 
Oil Company. 

Eventually, the 
pipe itself was the 
steel with the 
ends in the lead, 
which cut costs 
and material Peter Bamford, 
needs drastically. Kent historian 
A prototype 

was tested in May 1942 using the 
Medway instead of the Channel, and 
deep water tests went across the 
Firth of Clyde a month later. 

Happy with the successful tests, 
production was started by Siemens 
Brothers at Woolwich, Henley’s at 
North Woolwich, Callendar’s at Erith 


and Standard Telephones and Cables 
at Greenwich. 

More successful tests in the Clyde 
saw the tactically adventurous idea 
adopted into a future invasion plan 
with full construction launched in 
August. 

Existing cable laying ships were 
too small so merchant ships were 
converted to 
cope with the 
steel two inch di¬ 
ameter pipe. 

In October 
1942, HMS 
Holdfast took on 
board 30 miles of 
pipe to test lay in 
rough weather 
across the Bristol 
Channel. This 
time the ends 
were connected 
in both Swansea 
and Ilfracombe. 
It was used for 
real, helpful for 
both supplying these areas, plus vital 
training for the operators come the 
invasion. 

The first line to France was laid on 
August 12, 1944, measuring an as¬ 
tonishing 70 nautical miles from 
Shanklin Chine on the Isle of Wight 
across the English Channel directly 


south to Cherbourg. 

It was so successful, an incredible 
17 more lines were laid, from Dunge- 
ness to Ambleteuse near Calais. 

Pumping stations were disguised in 
buildings like cottages and garages. 

Pluto Cottage at Dungeness, is still 
there with its working life continu¬ 
ing as a bed and breakfast. 

The line across Romney to Dunge¬ 
ness was given the code name Dumbo. 

The topography of the marsh land 
meant some of the pipe was visible, so 
was encased in concrete shielding. 
Some of this is still visible today. 

Peter Bamford, secretary at the 
Folkestone and District Local History 
Society, told us: “This pipeline was 
vital to the war effort. 

“Without it, fleets of tanker ships 
would have had to constantly make 
trips across the Channel making 
them vulnerable to attack by subma¬ 
rine or from the air. 

“Also, whatever tankers were 
available at the time were criss¬ 
crossing the Atlantic to keep the re¬ 
serves on the Britain mainland 
topped up. 

“The answer seems so simple these 
days with long oil lines crossing en¬ 
tire countries and seas. 

“But back then, they even had to 
decide on and develop the materials 
to be used. Because it had not been 


done on this scale before, they were 
learning on the job, so to speak. 

“And they had to get it done fast. 
There was a war to be won so delays 
were not an option. 

“It is amazing they were planning 
it so early in the war. After all, this is 
just two years after the ill-fated Dun¬ 
kirk assault, which saw flotillas of lit¬ 
tle ships battling to bring troops safe¬ 
ly home. 

“Determined not to be put off, the 
British government along with the 
best minds in engineering and the 
military overcame all the odds. 

“I am convinced this oil line helped 
bring the war to an earlier end. 

“If the Allies had been forced to 
constantly stop and wait for more 
fuel, crossing France in to Germany 
would have taken so much longer. 

“Keeping an Army moving is done 
through the men’s stomachs, but 
keeping their vehicles moving was 
achieved through this incredibly 
pipeline. These amazing pipelines 
were the forerunners of all flexible 
pipes used in the development of off¬ 
shore oil fields today.” 

The network grew and grew to 
reach about 1,000 miles, across Brit¬ 
ain and deep into Europe as far as the 
Rhine. 

And it was well used - at its busi¬ 
est, some one million gallons were 



moved per day. 

It is estimated 172 million gallons 
had been pumped by VE-Day. 

Even when the war was over, the 
pipelines were still useful for a while, 
but around 90 per cent was eventu¬ 
ally salvaged between 1946/9. The 
scrap sold for more than the cost of 
recovery. 

The Romney, Hythe and 
Dymchurch railway museum also 
tells the tale of the pipeline and even 
has a replica of the only miniature 
train to be armed, built at the time to 
help protect the pipes. 


kk I am convinced this 
helped bring the war to 
an earlier end. Without 
it, the Allies crossing 
France to Germany 
would have taken so 
much longer. JJ 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


STAR: Jessie Wallace will take to the stage alongside Shane Richie for the first time ever 
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commit a perfect murcle 

The duo will perform on stage together for the first time writes Molly Kersey 


E ASTENDERS stars Jessie 
Wallace and Shane 
Richie will be appearing 
together on stage for the 
first time in next year’s 
production of The Perfect Murder. 

The show is based on the novel 
by best-selling crime author Peter 
James. It is directed by Olivier- 
award winner Ian Talbot and 
adapted by award-winning writer 
Shaun McKenna. 

The dark comedy thriller tells 
the story of Victor Smiley and his 
wife Joan, who have been married 
for a long time and reached a crisis 
point in their relationship. 

Victor has decided that there is 
only one way to get his wife out of 
his life forever, but he is in for a 
nasty surprise. 

Young Detective Roy Grace 
starts to investigate his very first 
murder case, but when dark forces 


intervene he begins to fear that 
nothing is quite as it seems. 

Peter James has had numerous 
best-sellers around the world, 
selling more than 16 million books 
of his Roy Grace series, and has 
been published in 36 languages. 

He said: “It has always been my 
dream that one day the curtains 
would rise in a theatre and a play 
of my work would be performed. 

“That dream came true in 2014 
after a chance meeting with my old 
friend, producer Joshua Andrews. 

“The first run of The Perfect 
Murder was a sell out success and 
we have followed that this year 
with an even more successful run 
of my best-selling book Dead 
Simple.” 

He added: “To now have Shane 
Richie and Jessie Wallace star in 
The Perfect Murder really is 
another dream come true. 


“Shane has been a fan of my 
books for a while, as I have been of 
Shane. 

“They have been loved on 
television by huge audiences over a 
number of years, which just goes to 
show how great they are together 
and I can’t wait to see Shane and 
Jessie planning to murder each 
other on stage every night.” 

Mr Richie and Ms Wallace are 
well known for playing couple Kat 
and Alfie Moon on the BBC One 
soap - and their highs and lows 
have kept audiences gripped for the 
last 13 years. 

They are both looking forward to 
making the transition from TV to 
the stage. 

Mr Richie said: “It’s an honour to 
be attached to Peter James’ work as 
I’m such a fan of his books.” 

Ms Wallace added: “As soon as I 
read the script, I knew I had to do it. 


“Watch out because sparks are 
going to fly and it’s the perfect 
murder.” 

Producer Joshua Andrews said: 
“I am thrilled that Shane and 
Jessie have chosen The Perfect 
Murder as the production in which 
to star on stage together for the 
very first time, as they really are 
‘perfect’ casting for Victor and 
Joan. 

“Peter and I are very much 
looking forward to working with 
them on this short tour and 
hopefully we might see a limited 
London run at the end of that.” 

The Perfect Murder will be at the 
Churchill Theatre. Bromley, from 
February 8 to 13 2016. 

For more information, or to book 
tickets, you can visit www. 
atgtickets.com/bromley. 

Alternatively call the box office 
on 0844 871 7620. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending August 2,2015 37 


































A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 



For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 


WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 


38 Week ending August 2,2015 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



















































Free music for art visitors 


Amateur actors will be starring 
in a classic Shakespeare play 



by Molly Kersey 

molly.kersey@archant.co.uk 


T HE well-loved Shake¬ 
speare play A Midsum¬ 
mer Night’s Dream will 
be coming to the Mar¬ 
lowe Theatre, Canter¬ 
bury next year. 

And what’s more - amateur ac¬ 
tors from the county will be playing 
the roles of the Mechanicals when 
the production arrives. 

The Royal Shakespeare Compa¬ 
ny’s production of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream: A Play For the Na¬ 
tion, will be performed on stage 
from April 19 to 23. 

Members of the Canterbury Play¬ 
ers will be taking on the roles of the 
well-loved characters the Mechani¬ 
cals - including the iconic role of 
Bottom the weaver. 

The Mechanicals are an under¬ 
prepared yet loveable bunch of 
craftsmen and women who put 
themselves forward to entertain 
royalty at the end of the play. 

In Canterbury the roles will be 
played by Sarah Gooch, Hannah 
Lloyd, Sid Moon, Jim Newberry, 
Lisa Nightingale - who will play 
Bottom the weaver - and Adam 


Summers. 

The group will be performing 
alongside a cast of 18 professional 
actors and a creative team led by 
deputy artistic director Erica Why- 
man. 

Initially they will rehearse with 
their own amateur director Sally 
Elkerton, also of the Canterbury 
Players, before rehearsing with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company from 
January, 2016. 


Ms Whyman said: “Canterbury 
Players are a life-force, owning the 
stage and performing with a de¬ 
lightful confidence. 

“Lisa is one of only two women 
playing Bottom around the UK. She 
impressed us with her glorious 
comic energy. Each member of the 
company brought something mem¬ 
orable to their audition, and we 
know we will have a lot of fun re¬ 
hearsing with them.” 


Ms Elkerton added: “We are look¬ 
ing forward to learning from pro¬ 
fessionals and to sharing our new 
skills with the rest of the Canter¬ 
bury Players.” 

Tickets to the performance are 
available to buy now and are priced 
from £14.50 to £33.50. 

For more information, or to book, 
call the box office on 01227 787787. 

Alternatively, you can visit www. 
marlowetheatre,com. 


THE 21-strong string section of 
Kent Youth Orchestra will 
perform a free concert for 
visitors to the Turner Contem¬ 
porary, Margate, on August 15 
from 3pm. Conductor Julian 
Milone will lead the ensemble. 



Katherine Ryan on stage 

COMEDIAN Katherine Ryan will be perform¬ 
ing at the Stag Theatre, Sevenoaks, on October 
1 at 8pm. 

Ms Ryan has appeared on shows including 
Mock The Week, 8 Out of 10 Cats and QI. 

For more details or to book, visit www. 
stagsevenoaks.co.uk. 


Goal run and family fun 


A GOAL running event and 
family fun day will be taking 
place at the Woodchurch 
Village Life Museum on August 
22 at midday. 

For details, visit www. 
woodchurchmuseum .com. 



Jasper Carrott returns 

JASPER Carrott will be bringing his new show 
Stand Up and Rock! to the Central Theatre, 
Chatham, on September 12. 

The performance will be starting at 7.30pm. 
Tickets for the show are £25. 

For more information or to book tickets, you 
can visit www.tickets.medway.gov.uk. 



Holiday fun at the 
Captain Dighy 



Located on the cliff top overlooking Kingsgate Bay, is the 
Captain Digby restaurant and pub. Our award winning 
restaurant is perfect for couples and families alike and is 
one of Thanet’s most popular places to dine all year round. 

Choose from our delicious menu 
and our varied choice of wines 

Loads of activities to keep the kids happy including 
our indoor and outdoor play area and face painting 
on the weekend. 

Additional fun with loads of extras to do during the 
school breaks which will keep the kids occupied. 

Book your table on line now to 
avoid disappointment. 

THORLEY TAVERNS 


The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
. Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

fifth Tel: 01843 867764 
™ www.captaindigby.co.uk 


BUCKMORE 

PARK 




01634661 612 
buckmore4kfds.co.uk 
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Irish dancing and harmonies in 
a 'spectacular' new stage show 


Country duo due in town 

POPULAR country duo The 
Shires will be performing at the 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on 
October 7. 

Tickets cost £16.25. 

To book, call the box office 
on 0844 871 3015. 




by Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archantco.uk 


NTERNATIONAL hit show 
Spirit of the Dance will be 
making its way to Dartford 
next month. 

The popular show features a 
range of different dance styles, in¬ 
cluding Irish dance, tango, flamen¬ 
co and salsa. 

The successful show has now 
been seen by some 20 million peo¬ 
ple around the world since it was 
first created. 

It is produced by David King - 
who is the creator of productions 
including Man in the Mirror, Rock 
Around The Clock, and New Jersey 
Lights - for Spirit Productions. 

Spirit of the Dance has won nine 
global awards, including best cho¬ 
reography and best international 
production. 

It will be performed at the Or¬ 
chard Theatre. 

Speaking about the show and 
what it has in store for audiences, a 
spokeswoman from the theatre ex¬ 
plained: “Spirit of the Dance fea¬ 
tures a spectacular blend of tradi¬ 
tional culture that has thrilled 
audiences all over the world. 


“The world champion dancers of 
the Irish International Dance Com¬ 
pany sound like a runway express 
train and their frenzied skill and 
military precision sends shivers 
down your spine. 

“Not one Irish dance shoe steps 
out of line as the thunderous feet 
perform as one.” 

The show showcases colourful 
costumes, dynamic lighting and 
lively choreography. 


As well as this, it will also be fea¬ 
turing some special guests - Dub¬ 
lin’s Irish Tenors. 

The singers will perform a selec¬ 
tion of music including classic Irish 
songs, opera, pop and swing. 

The Orchard Theatre spokes¬ 
woman added: “Dublin’s Irish Ten¬ 
ors combine the finest singers in the 
world, with the result being simply 
breath-taking. 

“With wonderful harmonies and 


radiant smiles, Dartford crowds will 
go wild for Dublin’s Irish tenors.” 

Spirit of the Dance will be per¬ 
formed at the Orchard Theatre from 
August 17 to 22. 

For more information about the 
show or to book tickets for the per¬ 
formance, you can the theatre’s 
website at visit www.orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk. 

Alternatively you can contact the 
ticket office on 01322 220000. 


Relive hits of Johnny Cash 


THE Johnny Cash Roadshow will be per¬ 
formed at the Orchard Theatre, Dartford, on 
August 29. 

The show will relive the hits of the musical 
legend and it is fronted by singer Clive John. 

For more information, or to book, visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


Birds of prey on display 


FALCONRY displays will be 
taking place on the South Lawn 
at Penshurst Place on Sundays 
from 1 lam to 4pm until August 30. 
The summer sessions will 
allow families to discover more 
about the birds of prey. 



Exploring Carroll's world 

ONE man show Crocodiles in Cream, will be 
performed at an outdoor theatre event at 
Smallhythe Place on August 20 at 7.30pm. 

David Horlock’s show delves into the 
fascinating world of writer Lewis Carroll. 

Tickets are £12 and booking is essential on 
0844 249 1895. 


CLACTON’S PREMIER PARK - FINANCE AVAILABLE - OPEN 12 MONTHS 


Buy Your Own Caravan Holiday Home On The Essex Coast At 

Vs I ley Farm Holiday Park 


For Just 


£1.100&£167 




<forC? tT - 


DEPOSIT 


PER MONTH 


FULLY SITED 
WITH SITE FEES 
INCLUDED!!! 


Visit our web at park-resorts.com/valleyfarm 



Call Vanessa on 07854 756231 or 01255 426096 Resorts^ 


il cash price of £10,495.12.9% APR. Subject to status and deposit criteria. Amount t< 


al charge for credit £4,617.04 with tc 


repayable £15,112.04. 84 monthly payment of £166.81. 
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ooa writer eoieman on cnerrv-DicKea recipes 


Since being crowned the winner of BBC show MasterChef Natalie Coleman has released a new book 


A COUPLE of years ago, 
Natalie Coleman was 
just as likely to be spin¬ 
ning the decks in a night¬ 
club as flitting between 
saucepans in the kitchen. 

All that changed in 2013, when the 
former credit controller and part- 
time techno DJ won MasterChef and 
hung up her headphones to pursue 
her passion for cooking. 

“The DJ-ing days are long gone. It’s 
only friends’ parties these days. 
Which is a shame, because I loved 
playing my music, but you can’t do it 
all,” said the 31-year-old. “I packed 
up my office job, and now everything 
I do revolves around food.” 

Since being crowned winner of the 
BBC One show, Coleman has brought 


out her own book, Winning Recipes 
For Every Day, completed work place¬ 
ments in the kitchens of top chefs 
such as Marcus Wareing and Michel 
Roux Jr, and appeared at numerous 
food festivals and roadshows. 

But while Coleman - who jokingly 
describes herself as “the girl from 
Hackney done good” - confesses her 
kitchen is “too tiny to swing a cat in”, 
she won’t be moving away from her 
east-London base any time soon. 

“I like it too much here. There’s so 
much going on, loads of places to eat, 
you’ve got Brick Lane, Broadway 
Market, Vietnamese food - every¬ 
thing’s on your doorstep,” she said. 

Coleman’s latest project is a series 
of sweet and savoury recipes for Brit¬ 
ish Cherries to mark this summer’s 



SUCCESS: Natalie Coleman has 
pursued her passion for cooking. 


cherry season. The flavoursome dish¬ 
es include Cherry tart tatin; Cherry 
mess; Pork, cherry and pistachio ter- 
rine; and Spiced duck pancakes with 
cherry sauce. 

“You can do so many different 
things with cherries,” says Coleman. 

“They go really nicely with savoury 
dishes. With the pork recipe, you 
need something that’s a bit sharp to 
cut through the fatty meat, so they 
work really well with it.” 

Using fresh, seasonal produce in 
her dishes is important to the chef. 
But what she’s most enthusiastic 
about is inspiring youngsters to get 
involved in the kitchen. 

She’s teamed up with Central Street 
Cooking School to host affordable 
cookery lessons for children. 


“They’re such a laugh and the kids 
are so responsive, they love it,” says 
Coleman, who finds the classes are a 
way of encouraging picky eaters to 
try dreaded fruit and veg. 

“We turn fruit and vegetables into 
something cool. Tomorrow we’re do¬ 
ing little chicken shish kebabs and 
flatbreads and a ‘slaw, they don’t real¬ 
ise how many vegetables they’re get¬ 
ting, and we’re doing muffins with 
cherries in them,” she adds. 

The busy cook and food writer still 
finds time to tune into MasterChef, 
which she returned to last year as a 
guest judge. 

“Last season was great. When I 
went back, I did feel for them,” she 
said. “I was in their shoes once, and I 
know what it’s like.” 


Cinderella is on stage 

CINDERELLA - the pantomime - will 
be making a week long performance in 
Deal next week. 

All the usual characters, including Buttons, 
Prince Charming and the Baron, will tread 
the boards between August 5 and 8. 

The show is suitable for people of all ages. 

For more information, or to buy tickets, for 
the performance you can visit www.theastor. 
org. 


Technicolour coat tale 

I CENTRE Stage Academy will be 
presenting their second annual youth 
project - Joseph and the Amazing Technicol¬ 
our Dreamcoat - in association with the 
Woodville Theatre, Gravesend. 

The musical includes songs such as Any 
Dream Will Do and Close Every Door. 

It will take place on August 14 and 15 at 
7.30pm and tickets range from £11 to £16. 

To book, visitwww.woodville.co.uk. 


Peculiar music in show 

FAMILY show Kid Carpet & The Noisy 
Neighbours will be performed at the 
Folkestone Quarterhouse on September 20. 

The show features Kid Carpet - who uses 
Casio keyboards, cardboard, sticky tape and 
shouting to make some peculiar music. 

The show will be performed at 2.30pm. 

For more information, or to book, call the 
box office on 01303 760750 or alternatively 
you can visit www.quarterhouse.co.uk. 


TV comic in Maidstone 

STAR of BBC2’s Mock The Week and 
Channel 4’s 8 Out of 10 Cats Rob 
Beckett will be bringing his new show to the 
Hazlitt Theatre Maidstone next month. 

Rob Beckett - Mouth of the South, will be 
performed on September 9 at 8pm. 

The show is suitable for those aged 15 and 
over and tickets are £14. 

For details, visit www.parkwoodtheatres. 
co.uk. 






Urgniija of i\ocl; 


Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 
Kent, ME20 6DE 


Telephone: 

01732 840259 


wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

from our El Mazo range when 
two dine from our main menu 

throughout August. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


W -10 OCTOBER 2015 


Bp P a nt ! tik 3 nnt)duncflrt 

! m »rtnali»n inu) litkels, C 311 01493 057231 

www.uhpweekenders.co.uh/tegends 


2 bedroom Centre Lounge 

Stunning 11 month season park 
Private well stocked fishing lake 



Direct beach access 
- south Kent 
Entertainment 
complex 
All 2015 running 
costs paid in full 
£13550 or £2000 
deposit and £300 
a month (terms and conditions apply) 


Call Rhys - 078708 59531 


r 







No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 

WWW. I 


mm 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



BOOK NOW 


23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 

AC CCCM . \ * till 


AS SEEN 
ON 

BBC 

TV 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www. over cliffchot el .co.uk 


CARAVAN 
FOR 

SALE 

8 Berth 3 bed • Camber Sands Holiday Park 
Beach Front Location • South Kent 
Call For Details 

Deposit £1460.00 + £236.00 Month 
Cash £14600 Inc Site Fees 

Barry 07480 036 463 



fferris pf§ 

Iggl 

1 fOOm/7 NIGHTS 

1 st CHlLDl 

FULL BOARD ADULT 
FREE DRINKS maa 

ALLOCATION f 4|l 1 f 
ON ARRIAVAL W J 

*1391 

2-13 YRS 1 

OTHER CHILDREN 
DISCOUNTED 
PLACES 

ALL HOTELS HAVE SWIMMING POOLS AND NEAR THE BEACH 
DEPARTURES: AUGUST 3rd, 7th, 10th, 14th, 17th & 21st 


DISNEYLAND PARIS 

4 DAYS /2 NIGHTS - B&B 

JULY 31 ST -AUG 28™ 

4 DAYS /3 NIGHTS - B&B 

AUG 23 rd -NOV 1 st 8 th 15™ 22 nd 

ADULT 

1189 

CHILDREN 

■119 

3 11 YEARS 

TWO IN ONE GETAWAY! 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS Plus SPAIN 

ID DAYS [OTHER DURATION AVAILABLE] | 

DEPARTURES: AUGUST 7 th 1 4 th 21 st • OCTOBER 23 R0 

ADULT 

1253 

CHILDREN 

■138 

2-12 YEARS 

.PARKTICKETS INCLUDED 


BIT YOUR FREE HOLIDAY RROCHURE TODAY! 

TEL: 01443 844222 B9 

www.ferriscoachholidays.Go.uk 
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Sleep like a baby in idyllic Austria 



TRAVEL REVIEW: Austria 

byFiona Wootton 


A ccording to Austrian 
folklore, the soul of Em¬ 
peror Charlemagne lays 
resting beneath the Ty¬ 
rolean Wilder Kaiser 
mountain range. 

The legend states that when the 
Hohen Grutten stream ceases to run, 
the mighty power will awaken to 
fight a great battle and vanquish his 
enemies. 

With warm sunbeams on my 
shoulders, a glass of Prosecco in one 
hand and a wriggly eight-month-old 
baby in the other, I attempt to trace 
the outline of the Kaiserkopf - Em¬ 
peror’s head - etched into the majes¬ 
tic Austrian Alps ahead of me. 

I notice that the mountain stream 
is still in full flow, and with not even a 
hint of conflict in the air, it’s safe to 
say Emperor Charlemagne is still 
sound asleep. 

Thousands of fir trees carpet the 
mountainsides, where butterflies 
dart between wild flowers and the cli¬ 
mate flits between cool mountain 
breeze to comfortable warmth, eas¬ 
ing muscles tired from baby lifting 
and carrying. 

Run by husband and wife duo 
Gunter and Bianca Lampert, the Kai- 
serhof wellness hotel is a picturesque 
hideaway that appears to tick along 
at a similarly gentle pace. 

With an indoor pool, natural 
spring, spa and five restaurants, it’s 
already charmed me. 

Since having a baby, the pleasures 
of peace and pampering have become 
distant memories from a former life. 

But for a few days, I’m hoping to re¬ 
claim some pre-parenthood rest and 
relaxation. 

With Daddy on babysitting duty 
and my daughter only a press of a 
hotel-room-to-wellness-spa-inter- 


com away, I seize some mummy time. 

I start my days with poolside yoga 
stretches and water exercise classes 
and even manage to sneak off for a 
few hours to relax on an a sun loung¬ 
er with a good book, while gazing out 
to the snow-capped mountains. 

Although my baby, Maya, is too 
small for the hotel’s kids club, there 
are plenty of options and accommo¬ 
dations for little ones. 

My daughter is particularly noisy, 


with a habit of letting out insistent 
pterodactyl shriek during mealtimes, 
which makes eating out fairly unap¬ 
pealing. 

But, at our request, the hotel easily 
seat us at a safe distance from the 
other diners. 

One evening, we even have a meal 
delivered to our room and set it up on 
our private balcony. 

Kaiserhof’s food is impeccable, so you 
don’t want to risk missing out on meals. 


Buffet breakfasts are extensive 
with multiple courses and glasses of 
fizz, and in the afternoon, a swell of 
cakes and pastries also appears. 

Dinner is a fittingly regal six-course 
affair, although at times it’s a little 
too overwhelming for a tired child 
who can only stay put in a high chair 
for 25 minutes. 

But even though our meals are 
rushed, our daughter does 
calm down in the bar, where live 


TRAVEL FACTS 


Fiona Wootton was a guest of 
Wilder Kaiser tourist board. 
Visit www.wilderkaiser.info/ 
en. A family apartment at 
Kaiserhof wellness hotel costs 
from 160 euros per person, 
half-board. Visit www. 
kaiserhof- ellmau. at/en 
The nearest airports are: 
Salzburg 70km, Innsbruck 
90km, Munich 150km, all 
offering low-cost flights from 
London. 


music seems to quell her temper. 

During the day, there’s a cosy play¬ 
room where activities take place, and 
an outside playground area with 
trampoline and swings. 

But it’s the setting that really makes 
Kaiserhof a winner for children. 

Austrians are a wholesome out- 
doorsy sort and have made great ef¬ 
forts to set up family friendly attrac¬ 
tions in the area. 

Soaring cable cars and monorail 
mountain trains link the valley below 
with mountaintop playgrounds, 
while adventure comes in the form of 
zip lines, kooky-spooky walks and 
water explosions. 

Buggies can easily be taken on the 
cable cars, and some walks are even 
on terrain suited to pushchairs. 

Top three child-friendly attractions 
in the area are water wonderland 
Hexenwasser, Hochsoll, quaint mag¬ 
nolia draped village KaiserBad & 
Ellmis Zauberwelt, Ellmau and Kai- 
serWelt, Scheffau. 

With so many concessions for fami¬ 
lies, our holiday runs smoothly with¬ 
out any tantrums, tears or argu¬ 
ments between Mum and Dad. 

In the shadow of a sleeping 
emperor, peace and calm reigns 
supreme. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 



MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

(12A, 131 mins) Action/Thriller/ 
Romance/Comedy 

CALL it testosterone-fuelled 
recklessness, hubris or feeling the 
need... the need for speed, Tom 
Cruise certainly puts on a show in 
the fifth instalment of the Mission: 
Impossible franchise. 



He clings to the side of an 
airplane as it takes flight and 
performs death-defying leaps as 
secret agent Ethan Hunt. 

The film opens with the 
Impossible Missions Force 
(IMF) hijacking a shipment of 
nerve gas from Chechen 
separatists. 

Soon after, CIA Director Alan 
Hunley, played by Alec Baldwin, 
succeeds in shutting down IMF for 
a total disregard for protocol, which 
led to the destruction of the Kremlin 
in the previous film. 

The hunters become the hunted 
when a shadowy organisation 
known as the Syndicate targets IMF 
for extinction. 

Hunt covertly reunites with 
colleagues William Brandt and 
Benji Dunn and computer hacker 
Luther Stickell to bring down The 
Syndicate using every gadget, 
disguise and turbo-charged 
vehicle at their disposal. 


HOT PURSUIT 

(12A, 87 mins) Action 

OFFICER Rose Cooper - played by 
Reese Witherspoon - is the 
laughing stock of San Antonio 
Police Department. She is scarily 
intense at work and famously 
tasered the mayor’s son. 

Captain Emmett offers Rose a 
chance at redemption by accompa¬ 
nying Detective Jackson to the 
home of cartel informant Felipe 
Riva. Soon after their arrival, 
masked gunmen open fire and 
Jackson and Felipe are killed. Rose 
manages to escape to the garage 
where Felipe’s wife Daniella, 
played by Sofia Vergara, is hiding. 
They flee the bullet-riddled crime 
scene and in order to keep control 
of the spouse, Rose handcuffs 
herself to Daniella, which proves a 
costly mistake as the cop and her 
prisoner embark on a series of 
embarrassing misadventures. 


THE COBBLER 

(12A, 98 mins) Comedy/Drama 

MAX Simkin, played by Adam 
Sandler, harks from four genera¬ 
tions of cobblers and owns a shop 
in a rundown neighbourhood. His 
father vanished many years ago, 
leaving Max to single-handedly 
care for his ageing mother. 

A local thug called Leon Ludlow 


drops off a pair of shoes for repair, 
but Max’s stitching machine breaks 
down. So he heads into the 
basement to use his father’s old 
equipment and unexpectedly, 
when he tries on the hoodlum’s 
footwear, Max becomes Leon. 

Any good intentions are hobbled 
by uneven performances and a 
script that lacks clear direction and 
purpose. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


S HOOL’S out for summer - 
but while some parents 
have every day meticu¬ 
lously planned with activi¬ 
ties and time away, others 
are having ‘staycations’ and trying to 
coax their children into the garden. 

Your outside space can be a great 
playground, where kids can be en¬ 
couraged to take an interest in the 
natural world around them and in 
growing some produce of their own. 

Some ideas on how to help kids get 
the gardening bug can be found at 
www.chilternseeds.co.uk. 

Other ideas include making a seed 
collage. Gather seeds. Find a piece of 
card or sturdy paper, smother it with 
craft glue and stick away. Your chil¬ 
dren can make creative collages us¬ 
ing not only seeds but leaves, flowers 
and garden clippings. 

You can try creating a fairytale 
world. Find a seed tray, some soil, 
gravel, stones, pebbles or shells, 
twigs, small plants and perhaps a 
couple of fairies - or dinosaurs - and 
let their imagination run wild. 

You could use Sagina subulata - a 
super plant for ground cover which 
has dainty, fairy-like white flowers - 
Portulaca grandiflora and Briza 
maxima, along with a pretty collec¬ 
tion of shells and pebbles. 

Sow seeds. Some seeds grow really 
fast, so it’s not too late to do a bit of 
seed sowing with the children. 

Try growing salad leaves such as 
Chard ‘Pink Flamingo’ which will be 
ready to eat quickly and might even 
encourage your children to enjoy sal¬ 



IDEAS: There are a number of ways to help kids to get the gardening bug this summer. 




'spay in summer 


ad. Some quick-growing flowers in¬ 
clude borage, nasturtiums and Mat- 
thiola bicornis. 

Make cress heads. To create a good 
cress head/monster, choose a suitable 
receptacle such as a plastic cup, yo¬ 
ghurt pot, egg shell, unwanted shoe, 
or some old laddered tights, fill with 
moistened cotton wool, compost or 
kitchen roll, sprinkle the seeds on top, 


water and wait for nature to do its 
thing. You will have cress within a 
matter of days. 

Create vegetable animals. If you 
have an abundance of fruit and veg in 
the allotment, get your children to 
create and make a vegetable animal 
or monster, using produce including 
potatoes, courgettes and carrots - the 
more imaginative the better! 


Make a mud pie. Give them a large 
pot, or a spare corner of the garden, a 
trowel and fork and some soil and 
leave them to it, although make sure 
you supervise close by. Add an old 
plastic tea set and they can create a 
mud afternoon tea. This may just in¬ 
volve a small amount of mess but 
children love getting dirty, so it’s 
good to let them every now and again. 



Decorate a flower pot. Dig out some 
old flower pots and let the children 
decorate them with stickers, paints 
and glitter - and then grow some¬ 
thing in them such as herbs or quick- 
to-mature micro-greens. 

Make some daisy chains. Find a 
patch with daisies and set the chil¬ 
dren to work in making the longest 
daisy chain possible. 



Parker Knoll Albany 

3 seat sofa Usual price £1495 - Sale price £1165 Save 20% 

2 seat leather sofa Usual price £1909 - Sale price £1525 Save 20% 

Good choice of fabrics available 


Free Parking 
Free Local delivery 
T's&C's apply 


Nasons 

at home 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, 
Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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SUMMER TIME FUN 


Advertising Feature 


Great day out at fun wild animal parks 


ADORABLE : There will be many animals to see at Howletts and Port Lympne. 


V E SI one of 

Kent’s most affordable 
days out, this summer as 
they celebrate their 40th 
birthday. 

Spot the adorable dhole puppies 
and other new arrivals around the 
park and try your hand at crafts and 
games. Meet the education presenters 
for fact-filled animal talks and feeds 
and take part in some special compe¬ 
titions to win fantastic prizes. 

Discover the world of conservation, 
and find out why they have been 
Kent’s most successful wild animal 
park for the last 40 years. See the 
largest herd of African elephants in 
the UK, walk with lemurs, see west¬ 
ern lowland gorillas, big cats, small 
cats, giant anteaters and more. 

Weather permitting; test your 
skills on the exciting treetop chal¬ 
lenge - an obstacle course, set high in 
the trees with rope bridges, tyre cur¬ 
tains, cargo nets and zip wires. 

Younger adventurers can enjoy the 
animal adventure challenge featur¬ 
ing slides, swings and more. 

You can also visit Port Lympne Re¬ 
serve, Kent’s only safari park, to enjoy 
a wild day out. 

Spot adorable baby monkey’s, bison 
and other new arrivals and take part 
in free crafts, games and activities. 

Port Lympne Reserve is one of the 
largest wild animal parks in the UK, 
famous for its wide open spaces and 


its stunning scenery. 

The reserve is home to the authen¬ 
tic African Experience - 100 acres of 
Kentish savannah, alive with African 


animals such as critically endan¬ 
gered black rhino and Rothschild gi¬ 
raffe, zebra, wildebeest, ostrich and 
more. Jump on board a safari truck to 


experience Africa in Kent and later, 
explore the many footpaths and 
walks to meet gorillas, big cats, small 
cats, primates and other animals. 


Plus, enjoy all the activities at no 
additional cost. 

It’s a packed day out for a great 
value price. 




c\*c t Us 

fV oi 


MILLBROOK 

STAPLEHURST 

12th-16th 
August 


oving summer festival August 2015 

at Millbrook Garden Centre 


Fun for all 
the family 


3rd-14th August: 


// Daily activities including: 

crafts, workshops. 


games and face painting 


MILLBROOK 

GRAVESEND 

19th-31st 

August 


19th-31st August: 


Millbrook Garden Centre 

Station Road, Southfleet, Gravesend, Kent DA13 9PA 
Telephone: 01474 331 135 www.millbrookgc.co.uk 
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THE ASPINALL WILD ANIMAL PARK 


Wild About Great Days Out! 


Enjoy big days out all Summer when you get your Passport 
the cheapest annual pass to a wild animal park in Kent! 

Plus take part in loads of activities and competitions. 
Includes activity book for kids* 


FREE 

Take it easy with fast track entry by pre booking online 


aspinall .org 

NR. CANTERBURY, KENT, SAT NAV CT4 5EL 

Day tickets available. Concessions available. Children under 3 go free. 
‘Subject to availability. 


Stay in touch 
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SUMMER TIME FUN 


Advertising Feature 


See all that Camber Sands has to offer 



STUNNING: The castle will provide a backdrop for the riders and spectators. 



FUN: There is a wide range of activities. 


CAMBER Sands has a 
wide range of 
entertainment and 
activities for you and 
your family to enjoy. 

You can either im¬ 
merse yourself in the 
fun and games or just 
dip in after a day out. 

There is so much 
more to Camber 
Sands. 

The park is situated 
on New Lydd Road, 
Camber, East Sussex. 

To find out more 


about what it has to 
offer, you can call 
Mark on 

07583975349 to ar¬ 
range a VIP pass for a 
full tour of the park. 

For more informa¬ 
tion you can also visit 
their website at www. 
park-resorts.com/ 
holiday-parks/kent- 
and-sussex/camber- 
sands. 

Alternatively you 
can call them on 
01797222000. 


Fun for everyone over at Eagle Heights 


Top weekend for horse riders at castle 


AFTER the huge success of last year’s event, 
Chilham Castle will be hosting a weekend of 
exciting competition when they hold their 
annual International Horse Trials on the 
estate on August 8 and 9. 

With over 500 international and national 
competitors, riders will compete in three 
disciplines culminating in the exciting cross 
country round. For the first time the CIC 1* 
dressage class will take place on the big lawn 
below the castle on Saturday, which provide a 
stunning backdrop for the international riders 
and spectators. 


Chilham Castle owner and one of the event 
organisers, Tessa Wheeler, said: “We are so 
pleased to be able to provide this unique and 
special opportunity to our riders.” 

Around the main arena, spectators can grab 
a bite to eat or visit the craft and trade stands; 
other activities include a fun dog show on 
Sunday from 1pm. 

The entrance to Chilham Park is off the 
A252 - follow the signs for the horse trials or 
the Village Hall. Parking is £10 per car. 

For details, visit www.chilhampark.co.uk/ 
events. 


BASED just five 
minutes from 
junction 3 of the 
M25, the Eagle 
Heights Wildlife 
Foundation is one of 
the largest birds of 
prey centres in the 
UK. It boasts a wide 
variety of birds 
including bald eagles, 
African fish eagles 
and vultures. 

Eagle Heights is 
sure to impress 
everybody, with a 
number of daily 


flying displays 
occurring at the 
centre. As well as the 
impressive selection 
of birds of prey, they 
also house huskies, 
meerkats, reptiles, 
camels and more. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on Eagle Heights 
and all that they have 
to offer, visit 
www,eagle-heights. 
co.uk, call 01322 
866577 or email 
office @ eagleheights. 
co.uk. 



IMPRESSIVE: Birds of prey. 


Camber Sands Holiday Park, Park Resorts 


Ever Thought Of Owning A Caravan To Use Whenever You Wanted? 
Or Just A Quiet Break To Get Away? 



A 7 Miles Of Beautiful Sandy Beaches... 

I ...It’s Probably The Best Park In East Sussex 
Prices to own your own holiday home from 
as little as £1,200 deposit & £188 per month 
or £9,995 for a 3 bedroom, 8 berth! 

Finance is also guaranteed (subject to status 
and deposit), holiday homes are all inclusive 
of site fees, connections and safety checks, 
all ready to move in... 

Why not come and have a visit for yourself? 
Make a day of it, have a bite to eat, enjoy the 
stunning beach or go swimming with the kids! 

V-> 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 

8 Berth 3 bed 

Camber Sands Holiday Park 
Beach Front Location South Kent 

Deposit £1460.00 + £236.00 Month 
Cash £14600 Inc Site Fees 

Barry 07480 036 463 


www.park-resorts.com 


Camber Sands Holiday Park, New Lydd Road, Camber, Near Rye, East Sussex TN31 7RT 





wwuj.e ogle height 00.uk 

Open ad year roundwith dally flying displays! 
Icfl'l or toe urebtftt for opening rimed 

Indoor and outdoor animal enclosures! 

Birds of Prey, Huskies, Meerkats and MOKE! 

rices for 2015! 
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Chilham Castle 

International Horse Trials 

Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th August 2015 


Great Day Out for all the family 



Perfect Picnic Spot , eating al-fresco 
Spectator friendly competition 
Thrills and Spills 

Trade stands, Craft Stalls, Food Outlets 
FUN DOG SHOW 

(Sunday 2pm) 


Car plus passengers f 10 
Spectators £2 pp 

www.chilhampark.co.uk 
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SUMMER TIME FUN 


Fun wildlife park is 
home to more than 
200 great species 


S INCE Wingham Wildlife Park was 
taken over by its current owners, 
Tony and Jackie Binskin, it has been 
able to grow every year. 

At the 2015 Kent Excellence in 
Business Awards they were in the top three fi¬ 
nalists for the county’s best tourist and hospi¬ 
tality business. 

Mrs Binskin said: “2015 was the fourth year 
in a row where we were the most requested at¬ 
traction in the My Big Kent Weekend by a pret¬ 
ty big margin, and we hope that everyone will 
use the great weather which this year has seen 
to visit us and see for themselves why there’s 
such a buzz about Wingham Wildlife Park.” 

Wingham Wildlife Park has come a long 
way since the days of being a bird park and 
now boasts one of the most diverse cat collec¬ 
tions in the country featuring jaguars, pumas, 
lions, tigers, cheetahs and caracals. 

While birds are still ever present in the park 
- it is home to Kent’s only penguins and some¬ 
where you can get nose to beak with flamingos 
- the collection has diversified to include more 
than 200 species, more than any other zoo in 
the county. 

The animal numbers are growing from 


within, with a number of animals, both com¬ 
mon and endangered, being born at the park in 
the first half of the year including penguins, 
ring tailed lemurs, Pardine Genets snakes and 
even red pandas. 

Speaking about some of the new arrivals, Mr 
Binskin explains: “The red pandas are on the 
European studbook and our previous male had 
been exchanged with Banham Zoo as part of 
the breeding programme, but before doing so 
Jasper left his legacy with May Xiang and we 
are proud to have two babies at our park now.” 

All of the staff are working hard to gear up 
for a busy summer. 

Hopes are high that the attraction will see 
an increase in visitors. 

Eyes are always looking ahead and there is 
huge anticipation for the eight ex-laboratory 
chimps coming from the USA later this year - a 
project that is very close to everyone’s hearts at 
the park. 

Visitors can see the headway being made on 
the 22,000 square foot retirement home for the 
ex-laboratory chimps. 

For more information about the park and all 
that it has to offer, you can visit their website at 
www.winghamwildlifepark.co.uk. 



DIVERSE: There are many different species. 



RooksOnZine 

THE ONLINE BUTCHER 


)FF your order 

SUMMERFUN 


Valid between ist - 31st August 20 J 


' f • National Delivery 
Free Delivery Over £50 
Secure Online Payment 
• Doivnload Our App 
search ‘Rooks Online’ 


www.rooksonline.co.uk 
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WILDLIFE: There is a collection of 200 British animals in near-natural enclosures 

Stunning collection of wildlife to visit 


GET the most out of Wildwood with unlimited 
family visits all year round for just £7 a month, 
plus when you join as a member your first visit 
is free. 

Wildwood, near Canterbury, is a great day 
out for all ages where you can see amazing 
British wildlife past and present. Set in 40 
acres of ancient woodland, Wildwood holds a 
stunning collection of over 200 British 
animals in near natural enclosures. 

See bears, wolves, otters, foxes, deer, 
badgers, owls, wild horses, lynx, beavers, wild 
cats, bison, squirrels, wild boar, reindeer and 


many more as you walk around the twisting 
trails. Finish your day by letting your kids go 
wild in an amazing adventure play park 
featuring Kent’s tallest vertical drop slide, zip 
wire, wild fort, twisting tube slide and tree-top 
towers, with a special area for under fives. 

Join their experts at weekends and school 
holidays for free close-up animal talks and 
feeds where you can learn all about the 
animals, visit the Beaver Lodge Cafe or enjoy a 
picnic in the spacious picnic area. 

For details, visit www.wildwoodtrust.org or 
call 01227 712 111. 


LEGO displayed at very popular museum 



MAIDSTONE 
Museum is continu¬ 
ing to prove one of 
the borough’s most 
popular attractions, 
with visitors of all 
ages heading to the 
venue to uncover the 
history of the region. 

The most exciting 
event to reach the 
museum for some 
time is the magnifi¬ 
cent Brick City 
exhibition. The work 
POPULAR: The exhibition is a success. of acclaimed LEGO® 


artist, Warren 
Elsmore, Brick City is 
appearing at the 
museum until 
September 6, with a 
range of meticulously 
crafted models of the 
most iconic land¬ 
marks from around 
the globe. 

From the beauty of 
the Trevi Fountain in 
Rome to a represen¬ 
tation of the Mona 
Lisa, it is a delight for 
children of all ages. 


Sausage perfect for summer barbeque 


SELLING meat online 
was certainly not in 
the thoughts of 
Joseph Christmas 
Rook in 1965, but 
here they are today 
- an online butcher 
selling over 400 
products and 
delivering through¬ 
out the UK. 

This year Rook and 
Sons is celebrating 
50 years of trading, 
starting out with a 
small shop in Dover. 
With a strong 


reputation they 
steadily grew 
through to a network 
of 12 high street 
shops, selling high 
quality meat and pies 
homemade in their 
own factories in 
Ramsgate. They 
continue to operate 
in a way that 
maintains a high 
level of customer 
service, with special 
offers, new products, 
competitions and 
accreditations. 



QUALITY: They sell sausages and pies 




best British wildlife park 


Family membership just f 7 per 
month. Minimum term 12 
months. Bank details required. 
For full details visit our website: 
www.wildwoodtrust.org 


■ I I i | i l On the A291 between Canterbury & Herne Bay 

j | Q WOO G Whitstable Herne Bay / 

Kent's best British wildlife park) ED O 

UjUUJiwai ,a“ am Esi s'SyJ* 

Open 7 days a week from 10am Q 

f E ^ c “ y <&$$$/ 

www.wiIdwoodtrust.org , 


Faversham 

m 


Kent's best British wildlife park) 

— as Wm 

Open 7 days a week from 10am 


Join as a Wildwood member 
to enjoy unlimited visits all 
year round plus your first 
visit is completely FREE! 
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SUMMER TIME FUN 



Festival and 


circus keen kids 


ained 



OOKING for something 
different to do with your 
children over the holi¬ 
days? 

Millbrook has the an¬ 
swer with their Loving Summer Festi¬ 
val and the arrival of Paulos Circus 
this August. 

With those six long weeks of the 
holidays underway, many of us are 
thinking about how on earth we will 
keep the children entertained. 

If you’re looking for something dif¬ 
ferent to do that doesn’t break the 
bank, then Millbrook Garden Centre 
has the answer with their Loving 
Summer Festival at the Gravesend 
Garden Centre from August 3 to 14, 
and Paulos Circus from August 12 at 
their Staplehurst Garden Centre, and 
from August 19 at their Gravesend 
store. 

The Loving Summer Festival will 
enable you to keep the kids enter¬ 
tained whatever the weather. A gor¬ 
geous marquee situated among the 
plants will give shade if it’s boiling, 


shelter if it’s raining and grass to pic¬ 
nic and play on all day long. 

Come along for a morning, or after¬ 
noon, session of craft activities and 
action packed workshops or make the 
most of the festival and stay for the 
whole day and enjoy the free chil¬ 
dren’s activities available around the 
Garden Centre including the wish leaf 
tree, doodle hunt and plant a seed ac¬ 
tivities to delight and surprise children. 

Tickets for the festival cost £6 a ses¬ 
sion, which includes workshop ex¬ 
perts, all materials as and free face 
painting. 

For more details you can visit www. 
millbrookgc.co.uk. 

Paulos Circus features clowns, ac¬ 
robats, aerial silks, jugglers, unicy¬ 
clists, and many, more amazing acts, 
this show promises to create unfor¬ 
gettable circus memories for the en¬ 
tire family, young and old alike. 

Tickets cost £7 and can be purchased 
online at shop.millbrookgc.co.uk. 

So whatever the weather, Millbrook 
is the place to be this summer holiday! 




FUN: Millbrook is offering activities to keep children entertained. 
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A stunning 
exhibition of 
architectural 
landmarks 
made in 
LEGO® 
bricks 


4 July - 6 September 2015 

Admission charge 


£4 adult, £2 under 16 
Family ticket £10 

(2 adults & up to 3 children) 


LEGO* is a trademark of the LEGO" 
authorise or endo r$e this exhibition .' 


Group of companies which does not sponsor 


(j)arm Slmore 

... 


|~f1 facebook.com/MaidstoneMuseum 
□ @MaidstoneMuseum 



01622 602838 


www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk 
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Dr Who lookalikes in Tunbridge Wells 



NJOY some free summer 
fun at Royal Victoria Place 
over the school holidays. 

It’s time to head to Tun¬ 
bridge Wells and enjoy 
some of the great free family events 
on offer. 

So, if your kids are dinosaur crazy 
or simply love everything Dr Who or 
Star Wars, then you won’t want to 
miss out on what’s happening this 
summer at Royal Victoria Shopping 
Centre in Tunbridge Wells. 

On July 31 and August 31 Jurassic 
Fridays will be taking place at 
11.30am, 1pm, 2.30pm and 4pm. 

Go back in time and experience 
their incredibly lifelike Jurassic 
friends Reggie and Toby. 

Be amazed by their realistic dino¬ 
saur sounds and blinking eyes, but be 
aware that both Reggie and Toby 
have a very inquisitive nature and a 
love for tasty treats! 

On August 5 a Weird Science Show 
with Dr Who Lookalikes event will be 
taking place at 11am, 1pm and 3pm. 

Enjoy double excitement when Dr 
Who lookalikes David Tennant and 
Matt Smith team up to provide their 
amazing weird science show. You 
will be enthralled as they perform 
some fun and interactive experiments 
with very exciting results. 

On August 26 a Star Wars fun day 
will be taking place at 11.30am, 1pm, 
2.30pm and 4pm. 


Take a flight to another galaxy far, 
far away with a lookalike Jedi and 
climb aboard a fan built Star Fighter. 
Plus meet lookalike Star Wars 


characters to include Darth Vader, 
Stormtroopers and R2D2. Don’t for¬ 
get to bring your camera and “May 
the Force be with you! ” 


All of the events are free. Spaces are 
limited on a first come, first serve ba¬ 
sis so please arrive early to avoid dis¬ 
appointment. 


For more details about the events 
on offer you can visit www.royalvic- 
toriaplace.com or find the Concierge 
on level 2. 




explore, experience 

and enjoy the Discovery Coast 
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#summerfun 


31 JULY & 21 AUGUS 

JURASSIC FRIDAYS 

11.30am, 1 pm, 
2.30pm & 4pm 


5 AUGUST ^ 
WEIRD SCIENCE SHOW 
WITH DR WHO LOOKALIKES 

1 lam, 1pm & 3pm 


26 AUGUST 
STAR WARS FUN DAY 

11.30am, 1 pm, 
2.30pm & 4pm 


FIND OUT MORE AT ROYALVICTORIAPLACE.COM 


All events are FREE and may be subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. Spaces are limited on a first come, first served basis 
so please arrive early to avoid disappointment. Events are performed by lookalikes and no infringement of copyright is intended. 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


CHARLOTTE Cooper of the 
be pitied if she feels “pure exhilara- 
to animals [KoS, 19.07]. 

And it is not surprising that our 
Hunting Act by the back door last 
until he got into power. Fortunate- 

JUSl IUACS ilUillCU, UUl cLISU UCCI, 

stags and hares. 

He must listen to the wishes of 
the 86 per cent of the public who 
are opposed to bloodsports or he is 
nothing more than a dictator. 
Would he bring back bear-baiting 
and cock-fighting, given the 
chance? We must not give into the 
minority of bloodthirsty people 
who take pleasure in seeing 
defenceless animals suffer. 

As for the arguments that the 
hounds would be slaughtered if 
hunting is banned, they are shot 
anyway by the age of six or if they 
are not fit enough to work. These 
dogs are often killed or lose their 
limbs from oncoming trains when 
the hunt crosses railway tracks. 
And children have witnessed their 
pet cats torn apart by the hunting 
dogs riding roughshod over 
people’s gardens. 

The claim that hunts help keep 
down the number of foxes is untrue 
as there is proof that cubs are stolen 
from their mothers to breed more 
foxes for this barbaric activity. 

So what if jobs would be lost if 
bloodsports were outlawed? People 
had to find other means of 
employment when public execu¬ 
tions, slavery and child labour 
were abolished. 

The fox hunting ban must be 
strengthened, not weakened. 

One should consider the words of 
the great Mahatma Ghandi: “The 
greatness of a nation and its moral 
progress can be judged by the way 
its animals are treated.” 

Vivien Clifford, 
Deal 

Europe exports 
a valuable peace 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anthony 
Hook for his most eloquent and 
succinct letter (KoS, June 28) on 
the subject of peace in Europe. 

I am sure that the majority of us 




Charge drunks 
using our A&Es 

SO the A&E in our hospitals are 
overcrowded (Kos, last week). 

How many of the emergency 
admissions are drunken (and/or 
over-dosed) women and men 
picked up by the police? 

They should be charged for their 
treatment by the hospital. 

N Marika Sherwood, 
Oare 



Simply speeding is 
not the key problem 


ONE of the opening statements in 
your article about Speed 
Awareness Courses (KOS, 19.07) 
said “speed cameras continue to 
act as a wake-up call for many 
motorists that the speeds they are 
travelling at are against the law”, 
maybe so; but that does not mean 
they are driving dangerously. 

There is a vast difference 
between those that are driving 
over a speed limit and total 
recklessness. 

We have all driven on roads 
that one day are 60mph, then the 
next downgraded to 50, 40, or 
30mph without any change in 
actual road structure or 
conditions, with downgrades 
based on purely the whims and 
fancies of local councillors. 

So what is lawful one day, 
suddenly becomes un-lawful and 
classed as ‘dangerous’ the next. 

A speed camera can only 
measure one thing; speed. Drive 
on the wrong side of the road past 
one and as long as you are under 

agree and that long may it prevail. 

Yet some cynics still snipe from 
the sidelines, complaining that we 
get insufficient rewards from our 
EU membership subscription. 

Yes, the European project has its 
faults and there are undeniable 
differences between some of our 
co-partners, yet the fact remains 
that our strength is in unity, which 
is the greatest value. 

Perhaps the concept of peace could 
catch on globally or even become 
classified as an invisible export. 

AR Newell, 
Ramsgate 


the posted limit, it declares you 
are safe. 

If speed alone was the only issue, 
why is 70mph on a motorway not 
just as safe as 70mph down your 
high street? 

It is obviously not, but it is 
matching speed to prevailing road 
conditions that ascertains what is 
safe. Any speed detection does not 
take into consideration road 
conditions at the time, it is just 
mindless obedience that is 
demanded, the very opposite to 
driving safely. 

I do not think you could class 
the selling of 35,000 courses as 
‘very popular’ as you stated, but 
just a way of fending off 
endorsements. 

Perhaps it is worth repeating 
the old adage that once an 
organisation has been formed, its 
primary objective, becomes its 
own survival. Who is going to 
vote themselves out of a job? 

Terry Hudson 
Whitstable 

It’s no staycation 
just great hols 

I WISH people would stop using the 
word staycation to describe 
holidaying at home, as if it is inferior 
in preference to going abroad. 

So many people would rather 
have a holiday in the summer in 
Broadstairs than being pressurised 
into going somewhere abroad 
where they don’t feel safe, as recent 
events have shown. 

Rosie Johnston, 
Ightham 


Eurotunnel's 
poor timing 


THE question that I would also like 
to know is why have Eurotunnel 
decided, in the height of summer, 
to do work on the check in plaza? 

It forces all the traffic to have 
join the southbound section of the 
M20 alongside Operation Stack. 

Surely this would have been 
better organised if works were 
carried out either early spring or 
late autumn? 

Steve W, 

via email 

So where is our 
regeneration? 

BACK in April, councillor Andrew 
Bowles, the Tory leader on 
Sittingbourne council told us in an 
election pamphlet that the 
regeneration of Sittingbourne 
would be well under way by the 
election on May 7. 

Here we are now in August and 
what’s happened? 

Well, apart from the billboards 
which have been up for months 
saying ‘it’s here’ and which are 
now falling to pieces, nothing. I 
wonder why? 

Not an electioneering gimmick 
surely, I thought that was exclusive 
to the Lib Dems. 

Michael Vick, 

Milton Regis 

Use Manston to 
absorb Stack 


GOVERNMENT is not doing 
enough, if anything at all, to keep 
Kent moving (KoS, Operation 
Stack, last week). 

The former Manston Airport 
could take the vehicles leaving the 
M20, A20, M2 and A2 clear for 
locals holiday makers and 
business. 

Steve Alexandrou, 

Thanet 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



East Wear Bay, 
Folkestone 

by Anita Hirsbrunner 
from Staplehurst 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 

Please note, our relationship with 
MyFerryLink has now come to an 
end. We thank them for their long 
support. 



TRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


Interested in buying in 


Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

- Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects 
of buying in and moving to France 

- Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


The largest, most 
informative French 
property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
18th - 20th September 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 



P Ft-■ IRI 

r 

_ . |1| *1 [H 

UL e ■ If 

mi t<* 

’WmI MB' 


iapB mi 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending August 2,2015 53 























lllAIJ 



By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





THE POWER OF SEVEN: the Ceed (main picture) 
launched Kia’s unbeaten seven-year warranty while 
the Sportage SUV (bottom) is Kia’s best seller, the 
Picanto (inset top) is its city car star and coming soon 
will be the next Kia Optima (inset below) 


K IA will soon facelift the stylish 
second generation Ceed family 
hatchback - a pivotal model for the 
ambitious Korean brand. 

Some might say it’s been Kia’s 
lucky seven’ car too because the first generation 
Ceed arrived in 2007, while launching Kia’s as 
yet, unbeaten seven-year/100,000-mile 
warranty. 

And total production figures at the Slovakian 
factory built specially to make it, passed the 
seven-figure milestone this year. 

It was also the first car in which the then 
newly-appointed and ex-VW Audi German 
design supremo, Peter Schreyer, had some input. 

He has since transformed the brand image and 
line-up with cars like the current Sportage, a racy 
SUV that has recruited many new Kia customers. 

Then there’s the latest Ceed - good looking in 
five-door, Sportwagon estate, or sporty three- 
door Proceed mode - and elegant Carens 
seven-seat MPV. 

Another star is the quirky Soul, described 
variously as urban crossover, chunky MPV, and 
family holdall, it is also the ‘vehicle’ for Kia’s first 
venture into the UK electric car market through 
the £29,995 Soul EV. 

Kia is tipped to attack the high volume 


company car market soon too with its latest 
Optima; this Ford Mondeo rival has been a huge 
hit with Americans, but its appeal to British 
company car user choosers has been hampered 
by lowly tax breaks for its diesel engine. Expect 
Kia to put this right this time and take the 
Optima upmarket too. 

The brand is currently celebrating its best 


ever half year sales figures: 42,248, up by 
almost 3.5 per cent on 2014’s 40,849. 

Sales continue to be led by the Sportage, quite 
an achievement for a car due for replacement in 
2016, and testament to the powers of Mr Schreyer. 

The other current sales stars are: the Ceed, 
the clever and neat Picanto city car, Rio 
supermini and Venga junior MPV. 


as ucKycnarm 


BRAND UPDATE: The power of seven has worked for the Korean marque, 
which has moved from value brand to mainstream star... with aspirations 
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Hyundai's classy holdall still hits highs 


Santa Fe trail has been a walk in the park for Hyundai - its popular SUV has 
been a global hit, writes Steve Loader... 



I T’S no surprise to me that 
Hyundai recently streamlined 
its third generation Santa Fe 
line-up and dropped the 
front-wheel drive versions. 
When the current car arrived in 
2012,1 said the 4x4 variants were 
the bargains: well-equipped, smart, 
durable, comfortable and superb 
value against some esteemed and 
less reliable rivals with posh badges. 

OK, Hyundai is not the ‘cheap as 
chips’ marque it once was; prices 
have risen, but the brand’s recent 
quality hike has been impressive 
and, even if badge snobs remain 
unconvinced, hard-nosed post-reces¬ 
sion buyers know good cars when 
they see them. 

Hyundai’s shift from value to 
aspirational brand is also shown by 
the Santa Fe’s lightweight/high- 
strength steel and aluminium body, 
contributing to deft handling for a 
car of this bulk. 

There is some body roll on the 
bends, as expected from most SUVs 
and modest ground clearance says 
it’s not a proper off-roader, but the 
Santa Fe grips well, with excellent 
refinement and ride comfort - the 
chassis engineers have got it about 
right for UK roads. 

Priced from £27,995, you must 


decide whether you want five or 
seven seats, but the latter’s flexibility 
is worth the extra £1,150 and should 
make the car easier to sell, even if the 
two rearmost berths are a squeeze. 

Whichever you choose, turning 
the cavernous rear into a near-flat 
floor van is easy thanks to one-touch 
releases and no lip on the boot 


opening. Those in the glassy cabin sit 
up nice and high and there’s good 
stowage, with a well-trimmed and 
organised dashboard: our flagship 
Premium SE model comes with 
leather seats and a massive spec list 
at £37,110, though all versions have 
the useful Flex Steer feature. 

This allows three steering settings 



- normal, comfort and sport - and is 
particularly effective for a larger car, 
where you want a light touch when 
parking, but more feedback at higher 
speeds. 

There’s just one engine, but it’s all 
most buyers will need: a 197PS 
(194bhp) version of the 2.2-litre 
turbodiesel from the previous car 


SANTA FE7-ST 2.2 
CRDIPRMSEA/T 


Price: 

from £37,110 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: 

Nissan X-Trail 


and highly capable, even when 
towing up to the car’s maximum 
2,500-kilo braked trailer weight. 

Hyundai has made the gearbox 
choice harder though with an 
effortless and fairly frugal auto, 
capable of returning 41.5mpg on the 
official combined cycle against 
46.3mpg for the six-speed manual 
and costing just £565 extra. 

The original Santa Fe was 
Hyundai’s first SUV and credited 
with establishing the Korean marque 
in America. 

A name evoking the famous Santa 
Fe Trail helped. This gruelling 
900-mile Wild West trade route 
means ‘Holy Faith’ in Spanish, so 
you’ll understand the 4x4 marketing 
logic but, should you doubt whether 
the car can match its rugged 
namesake, it comes with Hyundai’s 
robust five-year/unlimited mileage 
warranty. 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 
76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

Personal contract hire offer on Viva SE1.0i75PS in Solar Red, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £690, then 36 monthly rentals of £115. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15,000 over 36 months 
charged at 7.24ppm. Personal contract hire offer on ADAM SLAM 1.2i 70PS in Greenspotting metallic paint with White My Fire roof colour pack, subject to availability and status. Age 18+only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £975, then 36 monthly 
rentals of £195. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15,000 over 36 months charged at 7.31ppm. Personal contract hire offer on New Corsa Excite 1.4 90psecoflex a/c in Sovereign Silver, subject to availability and status. Age 18+only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package 
with advance rental of £620, then 36 monthly rentals of £124. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15,000 over 36 months charged at6.64ppm.Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines 
for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own 
the car. ALD Automotive Ltd..trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS163JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Offers available on orders or registrations between 2 July and 7 October 2015. #MPG figures are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. Offer applies 
to pre model year 2016 vehicles only. See Retailer for further details. Correct at time of going to press. 


PERFECTION IS ALL ABOUT CHOICE 


Jt 


Compact yet practical, and ready to take on the city. 

New Viva SE I.Oi. Only £115 a month 
with advance rental. 


Over a million design combinations. Everyone’s an original. 

ADAM SLAM 1.2i. Only £195 a month 
with advance rental. 


Agile yet spacious, and packed with smart technology. 

New Corsa Excite 1.4. Only £124 a month 
with advance rental. 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 

01795 374527 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


London Road 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 


VAUXHALL 
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ON ALL USED CARS 


_ WITH NIL DEPOSIT _ 

PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING ON SELECTED USED CARS 


12 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LT 5dr 11,632 miles £6,860 

11 Citroen Berlingo Multispace 1. 15,326 miles £8,240 

13 Citroen C31.4 e-HDi Airdream 6,315 miles £9,190 

12 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi Exc 26,195 miles £8,400 

13 Citroen DS5 2.0 HDiDStyle5dr 35,539 miles £12,940 

14 Dacia Sandero 1.2 16vAmbiance437^riiles^ £6,290 

13 Ford B-Max 1.4 Zetec 5dr 6,479 miles £9,900 

62 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr 21,855 miles £7,800 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Powershift 30,023 miles £9,600 

60 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec 5dr 18,254 miles £5,968 

62 Hyundai il01.2 Style 5df36, 678 miles £5,560 

12 Hyundai ix20 1.6 Active 5dr 13,051 miles £8,600 

12 KiaPicanto 1.25 2 5dr 46,556 miles £6,860 

12 Kia Soul 1.6 GDi 1 5dr 15,406 miles £7,780 

W 12 Mazda Mazda21.5 TS2 5dr 4,777 miles £7,900 

10 MINI Hatch Cooper 1.6 Cooper 3 41,369 miles £8,200 

12 Nissan Juke 1.616vAcenta Premium 37,511 miles £10,000 

13 Nissan Juke 1.616vVisia 5dr 14,910 miles £10,250 

12 Nissan Note 1.616vN-Tec+5dr 58,852 miles £6,790 

58 Nissan X-Trail 2.0 dCi Aventura 66,910 miles £10,500 

13 Peugeot 1071.012v Active 5dr 26,071 miles £5,600 

62 Peugeot 2081.4 HDi FAP Access 53,290 miles £6,620 


63 Renault Clio 1.216vDynamique 18,523 miles £8,880 

61 Renault Clio 1.216vl-Music 3 22,474 miles £5,200 

12 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Elegance 5 20,927 miles £8,360 

62 Skoda Octavia 1.4 TSI Elegance 18,955 miles £11,390 

64 Skoda Yeti Outdoor 2.0 TDI CR 9,775 miles £16,000 

14 Smart Fortwo 1.0 MHD Passion S 7,621 miles £8,360 

62 Suzuki Swift 1.6 Sport 3dr 38,854 miles £8,590 

64 Toyota AYG01.0 x-pression 10,216 miles £9,880 

12 Toyota Yaris 1.33 VVT-iTR5dr 54,399 miles £6,840 

12 VauxhallAntara 2.2 CDTiSE AW 17,741 miles £13,760 

08 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 i16vSXiS 59,799 miles £3,980 

62 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 i 12v Active 17,104 miles £7,000 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 i 16v Design 1,098 miles £8,860 

12 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 4,940 miles £7,840 

63 Vauxhall Insignia 1.8 iVVT SR 32,792 miles £11,140 

14 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi eco 26,746 miles £13,709 

12 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16v S 49,351 miles £7,720 

14 Vauxhall Mokka 1.4 T Turbo 16v 16,216 miles' £15,750 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.8 i VVT 16v 20,969 miles £10,920 

61 Volkswagen Polo 1.4 Match DSG 59,040 miles £8,320 

60 Volvo C30 2.0 D SE Lux 2dr 39,459 miles £10,000 



12 Plate 

Nissan Juke 1.6 
16v Acenta 5dr 

6,490 miles 


Only £10,340 


14 Plate 

Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 
WT16vSRi 


8,558 miles 


' ” 


Only £10,540 


13 Plate 



Nissan Note 1.6 
N-Tec5dr 

5,900 miles 


Only fc8,770 


12 Plate 



Nissan Qashqai 
1.5 dCi Acenta 

10,768 miles 


,950 


14 Plate 


Vauxhall Corsa 
1.4i16vSE3dr 


15,304 miles 



14 Plate 



VauxhallAstra GTC 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 
Available to 18s and over. Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer Finance RH11SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 



60 Monthly Payments 


Deposit 


Amount of Credit 


Total Amount Payable 


£9540 


0%APR 


Representative 


MAIDSTONE MG 


FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


r 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755 531 

www.maidstonemg.co.uk 


BRAND NEW MG3 

5 YEARS INTEREST FREE FINANCE 


MG3 HATCH 1.5 VTI 
TECH SPORT 5DR 


Representative Example: 


£159 


N L 


£9540 


£9540 


Available with: 

• Air Conditioning • Body Coloured Side Sills • Bluetooth • CD Player / MP3 • DAB Radio • iPhone Integration 

• Leather Steering Wheel • Sports Seats • Hill Assist • Rear Spoiler • Central Locking 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 


ME59YF 


MG3 Fuel consumption mpg (I /100km) for MG3 Range: Urban: 37.7 (7.5), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9), Combined 48.7 (5.8), C02 Emissions 136 g/km. 

Car shown for illustration purposes only. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender Finance subject to status.Terms and conditions apply. Available to 18s and over Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by 
Santander Consumer Finance RH I I SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 
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120 1.2 S From £ 10,795 


i30 1.4 S From £ 12,750 


36 monthly payments of £150.15 Optional Final Payment £3,33625 


On the Road Price £7,900 Mileage per annum 6,000 


Customer Deposit 


£150 Duration of Agreement 


37 months 


Amount of Credit £7,750 Interest Rate (Fixed) 3.04% 


Interest Charges 


£991.65 APR Representative 


5.9% 


Total Amount Payable £8,891.65 


36 monthly payments of £187.30 Total Amount Payable £12,020.30 


On the Road Price £10,795 Optional Final Payment £4,090.50 


Customer Deposit 


£187 Mileage per annum 


6,000 


Manufacturer’s Deposit £1,000 Duration of Agreement 37 months 


Total Deposit 


£1,187 Interest Rate (Fixed) 


3.04% 


Amount of Credit £9,608 APR Representative 5.9% 


Interest Charges £1,225.30 


36 monthly payments of £248.36 Total Amount Payable £14,232.21 


On the Road Price £12,750 Optional Final Payment £4,543.25 


Customer Deposit 


£248 Mileage per annum 


6,000 


Manufacturer’s Deposit £500 Duration of Agreement 37 months 


Total Deposit 


£748 Interest Rate (Fixed) 


3.04% 


Amount of Credit £12,002 APR Representative 5.9% 


Interest Charges £1,482.21 


View the Hyundai range 24/7 at www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

01892 520026 


HYUnDHI 


Medway Hyundai c pipeand 

" " visit us at 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT °ur new 

01634 408408 


A BRAnD nEW HYUQDAI 
TO SUIT YOUR POCKPif 8 


You can’t beat 


servi se 


nn i nc £150 Per Month 
11 u IbU ^ & £150 Deposit 


Fuel consumption MPG (l/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2(11.2) - 70.6 (4.0), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 - 96 g/km. 

Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
Finance subject to status. Over 18's only. Written quotattions available on request. A guarantee may be required. Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. 
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Tel: 01795 374349 


y PERRYS A 


PROMISE 


An incredible choice of pre¬ 
owned cars at value prices, 
including our Perrys Promise... 

...puttingyou in the 
driving seat for less! 


p —. Comprehensive history 
^ J mechanical check 

□ Generous MOT and 
warranty included 

^ J Trade-in part exchange welcome 
[ J Finance help and quick advice 


12/12 
Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.2 
SE 5DR 


07/07 
Citroen 
Cl 1.4 D 
Rhythm 
5DR 


13/13 
Chevrolet 
Spark 1.2 
LTZ 
5DR 


11/61 
Vauxhall 
Agila 1.2 
SE 5DR 


11/61 
Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6 
Excite 
5DR 


14/14 
Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 
SE5DR 


14/14 
Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6 
SRI 5DR 


12/12 


14/64 

Vauxhall 

Mokka 

1.7CDTI 

Techline 

5DR 


Vauxhall 


Auto 5DR 


Upgrade nowanu bring back the joy of car buying at Perrys.co.uk 

PERRYS SITTING BOURNE VAUXHALL y/) 

mMJ£j/pJpA UV 73-77 The Street, London Road, ■ 940 B Wj /PerrysSittingbourne 

m mm Mw AW A VIV# Sittingbourne ME9 9AO Hs—r ™" 


OF CUSTOMERS 
TRUST PERRYS 


@PerrysMotors 


Even Better 


JudgeService c 


Book a test drive today! - Call now on 
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new teg 65 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



it For more cars visit 

drive24xo.uk 


Powered by mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.uk 






TOP NOTCH 
SUPERMINI 
RIVALS: 

Toyota Yaris, 
Vauxhall 
Corsa and the 
Renault Clio, 


SMALL WITH BIG APPEAL: 

Hyundai’s ilO city car star 


Record sales 
'65-plate reg 


N EW car registrations 
have just posted a half 
year record of 1,376,889 
units from January 1 to 
June 30 - also a seven 
per cent jump on the same period last 
year. 

The previous record was 1,376,565 
over the same months in 2004, and 
the other good news is that buyers 
now have a greater appetite for 
UK-built cars - one in six now has a 
‘Made in Britain’ stamp on it. 

The figures come from motor 
industry mouthpiece, the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT), which says the continuing 
boom is due to low interest rates and 
attractive finance deals, combined 


with new models featuring the latest 
technologies, encouraging 
consumers. 

And it is welcome news as the 
industry braces itself for another 
surge in demand with the arrival of 
the '65 reg plate on September 1. 

SMMT chief executive Mike Hawes 
said: “It is still a great time to buy a 
new car in the UK, and it is encour¬ 
aging to see more consumers 
choosing British models. This is 
important for the wider economy 
with 799,000 people now employed 
across the UK automotive sector, 
including retail. 

“We anticipate a flatter second 
half of the year as the market finds 
its natural running rate.” 


MORE THAN SUPERB BY NAME? 

Skoda’s all-new Superb luxury flagship 
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A “A hew 

THinKlHG. 

THE WAIT IS OVER... hyurdhi POSSIBILITIES. 

THE ALL nEW TUCSOn 


BOLD DESIGD, BOLD EnGIDEERlDG & BOLD DRIVE 



Range from an introductory £18,695 

• Full Size Spare Wheel • DAB Radio • Fleated Front Seats 

• LED Daytime Running Lights • navigation System 

• Lane Keep Assist • Power Folding Mirrors 

• Rear Parking Sensors • Speed Limit Information System 

not all competitors have all the above as standard 


View the Hyundai range 24/7 at www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


52.3mpg 

Extra Urban 


EURO^J^NCAP 

☆ ☆☆☆ 


N i Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

ALA-" Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

HYUriDFII 01892 520026 


Medway Hyundai ^eand 

" " v »sit us at 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT pur new 

01634 408408 


Fuel consumption MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 70.6 (4.0), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 - 96 g/km. 

Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
Finance subject to status. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. 
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New Reg 65 


Do your homework before buying new car 




D ON’T accept the first deal 
on offer - be ready to 
haggle. 

Do ask for trimmings 
like a tank of fuel, car 
mats or further discounts or extras. 

Don’t fall for what seems like a big 
bargain before you even haggle. It 
could be an unpopular engine/trim 
combination or a car on ‘run-out’ 
where production ceased a while 
ago, and might depreciate badly. 

Do pick a model that saves fuel, 
insurance, road tax and depreciation 
- it isn’t getting any easier out there. 

Do tread carefully with 
‘eco’ models 


though - check price, running costs, 
green credentials and savings on 
planned mileage versus years of 
ownership, then compare the closest 
standard version. The latter’s overall 
savings might surprise you. 

Don’t assume a diesel will save - 
you usually pay more upfront for 
diesel power, so you must cover more 
miles to claw that money back in fuel 
economy. And the engines are 
generally heavier, causing more wear 
on front tyres and mechanicals. 

Meanwhile economy and emis¬ 
sions on small petrol cars have 
improved and they are often nicer to 


drive. In short - do your sums. 

Do make the most of your part 
exchange - assuming you are not 
trading in a banger that the dealer 
will simply pack off to the nearest 
auction, it pays to make the most of 
your old car. 

Clean and polish it and replace 
obvious missing items such as a 
wheel cover or badge; don’t give the 
salesman an excuse to mark its value 
down. 

And make sure all the paperwork 
and history is neatly packaged up to 
go with the car; be critical of your old 
motor and put right what you can 
without spending big. 


SO MUCH CHOICE: the new Jeep Renegade SUV, versatile yet funky 
Citroen C4 Cactus, Renault Scenic people carrier, and sporty Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta show the breadth of models and styles on offer 



JUST 

ADD 

FUEL 8 


WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX+ 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 




\ ’ 

.N- 


NEW PEUGEOT 208 

RE-ENERGISED 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 


3.9% APR 


REPRESENTATIVE" 


PEUGEOT 208 ALLURE 

The striking New Peugeot 208 is now available with our Just Add Fuel® package. With more assertive looks, new Orange 
Power colour, and personalisation packs, the New Peugeot 208 stands out from the crowd. Just Add Fuel® includes 3 
years' insurance* servicing, car tax+, roadside assistance and warranty, included in one monthly price. Contact us today 
to find out more. 

MOTION & EMOTION 



ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 

01622 753 333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


ROBINS & DAY ROCHESTER 

209 High Street, ROCHESTER, ME1 1HF 
01634 842 231 www.robinsandday-rochester.co.uk 


RureTeth 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km)forthe New 208 range are: Urban 40.4 - 78.5 (7.0 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 52.3-94.2 (5.4 - 3.0) and CO 2 125 — 

79 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Image shown for illustration purposes only. Model shown is a 208 Hatchback 5 door Allure 1.2L 
PureTech 82 with 16"TitaneGloss Black Alloys, with metallic paint, Cielo Panoramic Glass Roof and Menthol White exterior personalisation pack at £15,940. Prices quoted are on the road and include delivery to dealership, number plates, 12 months' government vehicle duty and £55 first registration fee. 
16"Titane Gloss Black Alloys are available as an option on Allure models only. Cielo Panoramic Glass roof Is available as an option on Active, Allure and GTi models only. Menthol White personalisation is available as an option on Active and Allure models only. Terms and conditions apply, participating 
dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk. + The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFLcost. The customer must apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel(JAF) is subject to status. A 37 month 
period. ‘Minimum age 21,25 or 30 on selected models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years' full UK licence, driving convictions/claims limits. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance 
is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited, which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. To finance your purchase we will only introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, the exclusive 
provider of Just Add Fuel. A guarantee may be required. Peugeot Citroen Retail Group is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. All offers 
available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/08/15 and 30/09/15 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Payments will vary according to age, postcode and annual mileage. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are 
included within the monthly cost of JAF Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the JAF Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This 
offer is not available in Northern Ireland. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Prices and information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full terms and conditions. Peugeot Motor Company PIC reserve the right to withdraw or amend this offer at any time. 
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Superminis now rule the UK... OK? 



The supermini and even smaller 
city car now have a 40 per cent share 
of new car sales, followed by family 
hatchbacks with around 25 per cent 
of registrations. 

It might not be long though before 
family hatchbacks retreat from the 
new kid on the block, the crossover. 
As the name implies, this straddles 
several sectors: it’s part family hatch, 


B RITISH car buyers have 
learned to love small cars. 

For years, the family 
car dominated sales, then 
we downshifted to family 
hatchbacks, and now superminis 
rule. 

The trend has been driven by 
soaring fuel and insurance costs, 
greater environmental awareness, 
punitive road tax on larger cars, 
plus ever more stylish 
small cars. 


part MPV (multi-purpose vehicle) or 
people carrier, and part SUV (Sports 
Utility Vehicle) and is highlighted by 
cars like the Hyundai ix35, Peugeot 
2008 or Renault Captur. 

But even this burgeoning sector 
won’t catch the supermini/city car, 
as it packs so much into a small pack¬ 
age. 

Even the commonality of the 
two-box shape - dictated by the need 
for compact on-road dimensions - 
can be addressed by ever more 
imaginative customization: perhaps 
a roof of a different colour, pattern or 
decal; special wheels or bespoke 
door mirrors; or a wild 
paint job. 

Fact is, superminis 
often look alike, 
but they don’t 
have to, as proved 
by the personaliza¬ 
tion of key models 
like the Citroen 
DS3. 


STYLE: The 

opentop Citroen 
DS3 Cabrio, the 
coupe-like Alfa 
Romeo MiTo, or the 
compact crossover 
Peugeot 2008 




JlJWEE 



AYGO X-CITE AT MOTORLINE TOYOTA 


4.9% APR 


Representative* 


1 year’s 

FREE 

INSURANCE* 


£250 towards your 
deposit* 

Reversing camera 

Multimedia system 
with Bluetooth® 


INSURANCE 
IS MORE FUN 
UiHEN YOU DON’T 
PAY FOR IT. 


Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent 
Ashford 
TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 8227122 

uiuiUi.motorline.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road 
Canterbury 
CT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 8227130 


TOYOTA 


BETTER UJAY 


■ aL 


Motorline Tunbridge U/ells 

Douiding UL/ay 
Tunbridge U/ells 
TN23UY 

Tel: 0844 8227169 


Motability 


5 


year 

TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


Model shown is AYGO x-cite 5 door 1.0 VVT-i Manual at £11,695. Prices correct at time of going to press. *4.9% APR Representative and £250 Finance Deposit Allowance available on new retail orders of AYGO when ordered between 1st July and 30th September 
2015 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 31st December 2015 on a 42 month AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0-35% deposit, fl year's free comprehensive insurance offer is subject to purchase being made via Toyota Financial Services 
on a Personal Contract Purchase (PCP) only and is available on AYGO models (excluding X grade) when ordered and financed between 1st July and 30th September 2015. Vehicles must be registered by 31st December 2015. All drivers must be aged 21 years and 
over. Offer is limited to the insured plus up to four additional drivers. The insured and all drivers must have held a full UK driving licence for a minimum of 2 years and had no more than 1 fault claim in the last 3 years. Offer only available to customers with no more 
than 1 minor motoring conviction in the last 3 years. Standard Toyota Motor Insurance Terms & Conditions apply (available on request) - these will be confirmed in the policy document. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, 


Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Excess miles over contracted charged at 8p per 
mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. 


AYGO x-cite 5 door 1.0 VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 78.5 (3.6), Combined 68.9 (4.1). C02 Emissions 95g/km. The mpg & CO 2 
figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated test results. These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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Discover stunning offers across the range 


& 

Renault Summer Season 


RENAULT 

Passion for life 




The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 40.4 (7)-47.88 (5.9); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-70.62 (4); combined 51.4 
(5.5)-60.1 (4.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-105g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 
may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Clio monthly payment shown based on £2,247 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £149, and an optional final payment of £5,664. Captur monthly payment shown based on £2,087 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £159, and an optional final 
payment of £7,584. Twingo monthly payment shown based on £575 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £119, and an optional final payment of £5,136. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. 
Indemnities may be required. Over 18's (excluding the Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including Renault Finance. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, 
excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on featured new vehicle when ordered and registered between 1 June 2015 and 30 September 2015. Clio shown has optional Flame 
Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at an additional £595. Excludes Renaultsport, Clio Expression and Twingo Expression models. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, available at an additional £495 and painted roof at £399. Twingo shown 
with optional Powder Blue paint available at an additional £225. 


All-New Renault TWINGO Play SCe 70 

From 


£119 

5 doors 


per month* 


Renault CLIO Dynamique Nav 1.2 16V 75 

From 

£149 per month* 

Integrated touchscreen navigation 


Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 

From 


£159 per month* 

Handsfree keycard 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 0844 822 7094 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 
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Saving the wallet 
ahead of the planet 


KOREAN CASH SAVER: check out 
BlueDrive versions of the Hyundai i30 


FRUGAL CITY CAR: 

the new Vauxhall Viva 


E CO cars are bought to save 
cash as much, if not more, 
than helping to save the 
planet. 

They ease fuel bills and 
road tax - at least until the Chancel¬ 
lor’s new scheme comes into force in 
2017. 

Until then, tax bandings range from 
zero for cars with the lowest C02 
emissions (band A - below lOOg/km) 
right up to £505. 

Even more crucially, you don’t pay 
anything for low C02 emitting cars in 
bands B-D for the first year, but the tax 
higher up the scale so that 
gas guzzlers in the top band, 

M, attract £1,100 tax in year one. 

Anyone spending £50,000-100,000 
on a car probably won’t fret too much, 
but most people want to save fuel and 
tax while also doing their bit for the 
environment. 

Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer, but 
battery 

technology - 


argument for electric is misleading: 
until we have zero emission power 
stations, electric cars simply transfer 
the C02 and noxious gas output from 
exhaust pipe to belching chimney. 

Hybrids, pairing electric power and 
batteries with an internal combustion 
engine are a good halfway house - 
particularly within the advent of 
plug-in versions where batteries can 
be topped up from the household 
circuit. 

There are also conventional ‘eco’ 
cars, but these are not always cheap, 
so shop around and note that if you 
don’t cover enough miles to make fuel 
savings offset the car’s purchase price, 
conventional alternatives may be a 
better bet. 

Don’t ignore petrol models either: 
concerns about the NOX emissions 
from diesels, plus the higher price of 
the engines upfront must be compared 
with lively new turbocharged small 
capacity petrol engines with low 
emissions and consumption. 


up and the 


ALL ROUND MISER: Peugeot’s 208 is 
- cheap to run 


SUPER SAVER: 

Toyota Auris 
Hybrid 



12844 


ROSSO ALFA 

SALES EVENT 

1 JULY - 30 SEPTEMBER 

£2,000 n% APR 

ALFA PCP DEPOSIT V / W fll It 


REPRESENTATIVE 


£199 £1,999 A 

MONTHLY PAYMENT CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 


£149 £999* 

MONTHLY PAYMENT CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 




40 minutes is all it takes to fall in love. Extended test drive with a professional driver available across the whole Alfa Romeo range. 

Experience first hand how the modern features and racing heritage of a new Alfa Romeo combine perfectly to deliver an exhilarating driving experience. 

For two days only - 7th and 8th August 2015. Call today to book your test drive. 

NORTHGATE GARAGE (CANTERBURY) LTD NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT11FW. 

TEL: 01227 829930 WWW.N0RTHGATE-GR0URC0.UK 

Alfa Romeo with official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa MiTo and Giulietta range: Urban 28.8 - 64.2 mpg (9.8 - 4.4 l/100km); Extra Urban 53.3 - 97,4 mpg (5.3 - 2.9 l/100km); Combined 40.4 - 80,7 mpg (7.0 - 3.5 l/100km). 

Rnrv?) C0 2 emissions 162 - 90g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. 

♦Models shown: Alfa MiTo 875cc TBTwinAir 105 hp Progression inc. Special Paint at £475, OTR £14,335. Personal Contract Purchase. 'Customer deposit £999. Alfa PCP Deposit Contribution £2,000. Optional Final Payment £4,333. Contract Term is 48 months. Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp Progression inc. Special Paint at £510,0TR £18,960. Personal 

_ Contract Purchase. "Customer deposit £1,999. Alfa PCP Deposit Contribution £2,250. Optional Final Payment £5,358. Contract Term is 48 months. Promotion available on vehicles registered by 30th September 2015.' Alfa Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Alfa Romeo Preferenza PCP. With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the 

option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. 
We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER SKODA 



□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084S 658 2604 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 

Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


WHATCAR? 


Car of the 
Year 2015 

tau upbeat 


WHATCAR? 


Car of the 
Year2015 

Overall winner 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear 
and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle. 

Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan with deposits from 0-30%; a lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments. 18s and over. Subject 
to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile apply Offer available when ordered by 30 
September 2015 from participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 
Accurate at time of publication 06/2015, Freepost SKODA Financial Services. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your 
purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. Model shown is SKODA Fabia Hatch S 1.0 MPI 60PS with optional Race Blue Metallic at £535. Total 
OTR price is £11,135. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia Hatch range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 46,3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) 
to 91,1 (3.1); Combined 58,9 (4,8) to 83,1 (3,4), C0 2 emissions for the Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km, Standard EU test figures for 
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results, 
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PERFECTION IS ALL ABOUT CHOICE 



Compact yet practical, and ready to take on the city. 

New Viva SE I.Oi. Only £115 a month 
with advance rental. 

Perrys of Sittingbourne 

01795 374527 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


Overa million design combinations. Everyone’s an original. 

ADAM SLAM 1.2i. Only £195 a month 
with advance rental. 

London Road 
Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 


Agile yet spacious, and packed with smart technology. 

New Corsa Excite 1.4. Only £124 a month 
with advance rental. 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 
76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

Personal contract hire offer on Viva SE1.0i75PS in Solar Red, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £690, then 35 monthly rentals of £115. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15000 over 36 months 
charged at 7.24ppm. Personal contract hire offer on ADAM SLAM 1.2i 70PS in Greenspotting metallic paint with White My Fire roof colour pack, subject to availability and status. Age 18+only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £975, then 35 monthly 
rentals of £195. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15000 over 36 months charged at7.31ppm. Personal contract hire offer on New Corsa Excite 1.4 90PS a/c in Sovereign Silver, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with 
advance rental of £620, then 35 monthly rentals of £124. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 15000 over 36 months charged at 6.64ppm. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its 
age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own the car. 
ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS163JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Offers available on orders or registrations between 2 July and 7 October 2015. #MPG figures are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. Offer applies to pre 
model year 2016 vehicles only. See Retailer for further details. Correct at time of going to press. 



'V VAUXHALL 

THE ENGLAND TEAM SPONSOR 


Id. VlVtu, to tfcparturt 1 warning 
</i'!k!, horn Hu . 1 pnssMT seal." 


Just like the old Viva, 

but completely different 


From £7,995* 


IN THE NEW VIVA, 

A LANE DEPARTURE WARNING 
SYSTEM COMES AS STANDARD. 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 

01795 374527 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


London Road 
Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Viva range: Urban: 
50.4 (5.6) - 52.3 (5.4), Extra-urban: 72.4 (3.9) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined: 62.8 (4.5) - 65.7 (4.3). C0 2 emissions: 104 - 99g/km. # 

*Model shown VIVA SE I.Oi (75PS) £7,995 with optional metallic paint £545. Total OTR cost £8,540. Offers available on orders or registrations between 19 June and 7 0ctober2015. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend 
on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Offer applies to pre model year 2016 vehicles only. See Retailer for further details. Prices and specifications correct at time of going to press. 
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Make the road test count? 



R OAD testing your chosen 
new car is crucial before 
you sign the paperwork 
- you have plenty of time 
to regret a hasty pur¬ 
chase. 


Our top tips: 

Book early. New Reg is a busy time 
for dealers, so map out a ‘test drive 
campaign’ to drive your candidate 
models soon after one another, for 
more accurate comparisons. You are 
helped here by many dealers 
choosing ‘motor city’ sites like Broad 
Oak at Canterbury, Ashford’s Orbital 
Park and Dowding Way, Tunbridge 
Wells - you can get from one dealer 
to another quickly. 


Don’t be 
hurried. Yes, it 
is a busy period, 
but insist on 
enough time 
to drive the 
car in all 
situations: 
in town 
traffic, on 
the 

motorway 
- or some 
high speed 
cruising at 
least - and on 
less well-maintained rural 


roads. An hour should be sufficient 
- if you avoid getting stuck in a jam. 


What are you looking for? 

Experience of different road surfaces, 
highlighting seating and ride 
comfort issues, plus engine, wind, 
tyre and mechanical noise. And 
especially... 


Do you like the controls? It used 
to be easy to switch from one car to 
another and quickly find your way 
around the dashboard, but many 
carmakers are now going their own 
way in search of the best ergonomics 
or human interaction, but they don’t 
suit everyone. Just one bone of 

contention is the 
electronic 
handbrake 


and the many different installations. 


Is it the right spec? Try to get a test 
car as close to the one you are 
interested in, even if you have to wait 
a few days extra or go to another 
dealership. 


Make it a family outing. It can be 

a painful process of ‘are we there 
yet?’ proportions, but try to get as 
many of the would-be car users 
involved in the test drive - drivers 
and non-drivers. It can answer 
questions about comfort and 
visibility in the rear and, specifically, 
is there really room for three across 
the back seat, especially if one place 
has to take a strap-in child seat or 
booster as well? Also, can you lift 
shopping in and out of the boot easily 
or indeed, is there much of a boot? 


Don’t feel pressured. Whether you 
have one or several candidates to 
check out, don’t sit down and 
sign on the dotted line 
immediately. 

Go away and weigh your 
thoughts; maybe leave the 
salesman with a reason to be 
cheerful by asking whether it 
would be OK to come back 
later for another test drive. If 
the reaction is not good then 
you’ve learned something there 
too! 



NEW 65 REG CITROEN Cl 



FROM JUST £99 PER MONTH 

WHEN YOU USE OFFER CODE 65REG 


CITROEn 


CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


www.otrocn.co.uk 


CITROEN jttfcrt TOTAL 

BARRETTS CITROEN CANTERBURY ■ 

WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT. CT1 1YY 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY 01227 828999 / SALESS6ARRETTSCITOOEN.CO.UK 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 .ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 







4 NIGHTS 

MON-FRI 


Warner Bembridge 


Summer Self-Drive Deals - Sand Bay Holiday Village, Somerset 

3 nights weekend-Fridays: 7,14,21 & 28 August, 2015 £99pp Quote PK8-K0S 

4 nights midweek-Mondays: 10,17,24 & 31 August, 2015 £129pp Quote PK8-K0S 

4 nights midweek-Mondays: 7,14,21 &28 September, 2015 £119pp Quote PK9-K0S 

Sand Bay is set on the north Somerset coast assured of good food and entertainment. 

near Weston-super-Mare. The resort has a INCLUDED: 3 or 4 nights stay in a standard 
beautiful open landscape with plenty of 

green grass to stroll on and relaxing seating chalet * Breakfasts and dinners • Live nightly 
areas. Part of the Pontins family, you can be entertainment 


Carry on New Year Party at Bosworth Hall 

29 January, 2016 • 2 nights half board-plus, £l 19pp • Quote: BW1 -KOS 

Extend your New Year celebrations at Bosworth Hall Hotel, in the village of Market Bosworth near 
Leicester. Our popular private party weekends have become a must-do annual event with guests 
returning year after year. We've arranged a super entertainment line-up for our Party Break, including 
tributes to Frankie Valli,The Eagles and Kenny & Dolly. You will also enjoy 2-for-l drinks both nights. 
INCLUDED: 2-for-l drinks from 7pm to 11 pm both nights • 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with 
TV & tea/coffee tray • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • Full programme of live entertainment both nights • Free 
use of leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) 


Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone 


August, 201 5 • 3 or 4 nights half board, from £l 09pp • Quote: GB-KOS 


The Grand Burstin Hotel is set in a prime position overlooking Folkestone Harbour. It is renowned as 
one of the UK's top entertainment hotels, so you can relax, dine in style and be entertained all under 
one roof. Cabaret shows are performed every evening - fantastic entertainment for all ages! The 
Spindles Health Club has an indoor heated Swimming pool, sauna and a state of the art gym (£4 
per session payable on site). 

INCLUDED: 3 or 4 nights sharing a twin/double-bedded en suite room • Breakfast and dinner 
each day • Entertainment every night • Free wifi 


August to October, 2015 • 4 nights halfboard, £l 39pp • Quote: BS-KOS 


Enjoy a great value, relaxing summer break at Bosworth Hall Hotel, set in 11 acres of landscaped 
gardens in the village of Market Bosworth near Leicester. The hotel has a leisure club with an 
indoor pool, gym, tennis courts, bike hire and more - extra charge applies. There's plenty to see 
and do within a short drive of Market Bosworth; Twycross Zoo, West Midlands Safari Park and 
Drayton Manor Park are close by. 

INCLUDED: 4 nights stay at Bosworth Hall Hotel sharing a twin/double bedded room with en- 
suite facilities • 4 dinners and 4 breakfasts 


Christmas Cracker Party through the Decades 

20 November, 2015 • 3 nights half board-plus, £l29pp • Quote: CC11 -KOS 


Join us for an over 40s Christmas party weekend to remember as we re-wind the decades and go 
back to the 60s, 70s and 80s at Pontins Pakefield, by the sea near Lowestoft, Suffolk. Enjoy live 
music from original 70s band Brotherhood of Man, 60s rockers The Swinging Blue Jeans and the 
new touring show Whitney - Queen of The Night. Add 3 Free Drinks per person per night and 
you've got the perfect recipe for a great party weekend. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - upgrade available • Towels & linen 


We Love the 60s Spring Party Weekend 

11 March, 2016 • 3 nights half board-plus, £l 29pp • Quote: PS3-KOS 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Spring Party - for over 40s only - to blow away the 
winter cobwebs. We've lined up a brilliant entertainment showbill featuring The Ivy League, The Merseybeats 
and The Pacemakers plus tributes to The Beach Boys and The Beatles. With non-stop entertainment from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night, this is one party weekend you're sure to love. 
INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers • Full 60s theme entertainment programme • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet accommodation - upgrade available 


Bosworth Hall Hotel, 


Leicestershire 


Too busy to do the New Year in December? Join us for a private party at Warner Bembridge 
Coast Hotel on the Isle of Wight as we extend the New Year festivities into January and take you 
on a trip down memory lane back to the 1960s. Our exclusive weekend, designed specially for 
the over 40s generation, includes a gala New Year's Eve party, complete with Big Ben countdown 
to midnight and a Best of British sing- a-long with all the old favourites including Land of Hope 
and Glory and Auld Lang Syne. PLUS there are Free Drinks every night from 6pm-midnight to 
help the party go with a swing. The entertainment line-up features authentic 60s Bands The 
Fourmost and Union Gap, plus a tribute to Dusty Springfield with Maxine Mazumder. 


INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every 
night - beers - house lager, bitter and cider; branded 
spirits including Smirnoff, Bacardi, Bells, Gordon's Gin, 
Courvoisier, Lambs Navy Rum, Martini & Harveys Bristol 
Cream Sherry; wine by the glass; draught soft drinks and 
cordials • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • 1960s themed live 
nightly entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades to main hotel available • Return car ferry 
crossing Portsmouth-Fishbourne or Lymington-Yarmouth 


Fans of Strictly Come Dancing and dance enthusiasts 
can add dance tuition, dance cabaret, social dancing, a 
Gala Ball and much more to this special weekend at 
Bembridge. Richard Still and Morgan Hemphill, 6 Times 
UKTen Dance Champions, will demonstrate for us on the 
Friday and Saturday evenings and provide a mini Latin 
workshop on Saturday afternoon. There are reserved 
tables and seating exclusively for a maximum of 200 
dance guests. Tuition - up to 8 hours - is by Philip Wylie of 
Ballroom & Latin Dance specialists Holiday & Dance. 


Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


Optional Come Dancing Party Package 

Just £50pp extra • Quote: BP1 -3-KOS 


Back to the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

8January,2016»3 nights halfboard-plus, from £229pp • Quote: BP1-2-KOS 


Free Drinks 
£10pp deposit 
Entertainment 
C ar Ferry include d 
i Over 40s only I 


10 August £139pp 
24 August £139pp 
7 September £139pp 
21 September £139pp 
5 October £139pp 
12 October £139pp 
19 October £139pp 
26 October £139pp 
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mydate24 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per minute plus network charges 


Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


Date ONLINE Been left a message? 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


‘HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet rot#., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 

r ti 


Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per minute plus network charges 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message received. 


RACHEL attractive, blue eyes, 
blonde, voluptuous, seeking 
kind, honest, generous kind 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 418403 0 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4288 
Box No: 418117 
HELEN, widow 58, medium 
build, 5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, 
likes a chat, days out, looking to 
start again with someone of 
similar age. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 376243 0 
DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
4298 Box No: 418167 
FEMALE, 59, GSOH, many 
interests, seeks caring male for 
fun friendship maybe more, 
genuine calls only. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4819793 
ANN, young looking 40yrs 
seeks broadminded man of any 
age/location for no strings dis¬ 
creet times, games and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4290 Box 
No:412369 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51, larger lady, large 
personality, easy going, seeks 
male who likes dogs, animals for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417435 0 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4291 Box 
No:366019 

FEMALE easy going, kind, 
loving, genuine, romantic, car 
boots, gardening, seeking male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417603 0 
FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 


SAMANTHA, solvent, sensual 
business women, 38yrs, travels 
a lot and seeks fun on the road. 
I'm married so please be dis¬ 
creet. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4495859 

SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after 
me, preferably, older, N/S male 
with own car. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392537 
JASMINE, 22yrs, seeks older 
gent for daytime meetings as 
she works a nightshift most 
days. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4495860 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407383 
CAROLINE, sophisticated femi¬ 
nine lady, just turned 40 and 
wants to meet new friends. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4656850 
KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most 
things in life and a good laugh, 
looking for a similar male. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4722127 

CLARE, 29, works abroad but 
back for a few weeks, seeking 
new men friends. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4646634 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 
BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 
12, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 0 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, 
countryside, travel, days out, 
seeks easy going male, 60-70. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 0 


LOOK FORWARD TO THE WEEKEND! 

RND PtOPl! NEAR YOU 100KING FOR LOVE MlLAUGHIER 


DOM LEAVE ITTO CHANCE! 

TAKE THE GUESS WW OUT OF 
GETTflG TOGETHER. A'lTH OUR 
liEW MATCHMAKER SERVICE 

IT JUST (MIS A FEW SIMPI1 
TEXT MESSAGES TO GET IN 
TOUCH WITH PEOPLE NEAR YOU 

TWIT FOR YOURSELF AND 
START MEETING NEW PEOPLE 
TODAY! 



CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM professional, 
caring gent, 50-60's for attention 
and future together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416569 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 5ft 
2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, GSOH, 
likes cooking, countryside, travel, 
days out, seeks easy going male, 
60-70. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416349 0 

ALISON 39, petite with long brown 
hair, hazel eyes, very loving, 
seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 0 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with long 
brown hair, fit and active seeks fit 
older male for energetic 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416497 0 
DEBORAH 41, intelligent brunette, 
lovely brown eyes, discreet, many 
interests, seeks similar male to 
share fun and good conversation. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515 0 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic lady, 
varied interests, seeks similar 
white, old fashioned, genuine male 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416215 
MAY sexy black African female, 38, 
hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 0 
SUE young at heart, good looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach walks, | 
gardening, theatre, seeking male, 
55-65 to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416171 
JACKIE 32, attractive professional, 
very smart and feminine, long 
brown hair, seeks smart, confident, 
older male who knows how to treat 
a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416297 0 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks loving 
older guy to spoil and pamper her. 
Discretion assured/guaranteed. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416233 0 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195 0 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 0 
LUCY stunning tall brunette, 
looking for exciting times, seeks 
likeminded, adventurous male who 
is willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079 0 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077 0 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415841 0 


to area/advertising, likes dog 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415827 0 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415549 0 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, 
fashionable, smoker, GSOH, 
enjoys meals out, travel, animals, 
WLTM kind, shyish man for 
friendship, maybe more. Thanet 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415735 0 

BLONDE female, 47, looking for 
fun, sensual, experienced, 
understanding, seeking similar. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415675 0 

INTELLIGENT funny guy without a 
huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, 
loving, genuine, romantic and 
available. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415509 0 


earth, fun loving, likes theatre, 
cinema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere and 
down to earth. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415477 0 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, 
cooking, cosy nights, looking for 
some broadminded excitement. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415399 0 

JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, loves 
nights out, honest, loyal, fun to be 
with, looking for mature male for 
adult companionship, meals out 
and hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415561 0 
NICOLETTE 32 petite professional 
attractive black female looking for 
similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is 
serious about finding a LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415545 0 

PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, 
cuddly female, attractive, likes 
swimming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533 0 


Men Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message received. 


RICHARD 63, N/S, clean-shaven, 
likes meals out, days out, classic 
cars, seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418517 0 
JOHN young 50, tall, slim, 
hardworking, seeking 

business/professional female for 
discreet meetings, can 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418461 0 
JONATHAN good looking, 
considerate, long curly hair, N/S, 
seeks tall, slim female, 30-45. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4184510 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410611 

YOUNG 64yr old male, slim, 
GSOH, adventurous, outgoing, 
likes most things, seeks easygoing, 
laidback, open-minded lady for 
friendship and good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 399539 
ASHFORD male, 66, GSOH, easy 
going, smoker, down to earth, 
adventurous, seeks likeminded 
female for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416845 0 

55YR old male, 5ft 9ins, slim, likes 
swimming, pool, seeking female for 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 418265 0 

COME dine with me. Attractive 
black British male 50 yrs, 6ft, 
medium building, working, GSOH, 
romantic and genuine WLTM 
similar female. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4763687 


COMPANION sought, 50-60's by 
slim, young looking 65yr old man 
for cinema, music, eating, drinking, 
talking and laughter. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 418257 0 
JOHN nice looking, brown curly 
hair, gentle, understanding, seeks 
tall, slim lady for daytime no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 418207 0 

BRIAN happy go lucky, genuine, 
loving, likes nights in, DVDs, meals 
out, seeking genuine lady for 
loving, caring relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 418197 0 
MALE widower, N/S, likes reading, 
walking, WLTM lady 50-70 for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 418173 

PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, 
outdoors, seeks similar female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416421 0 

PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077 0 

MALE widower, N/S, seeks buxom 
lady, 50-70, likes reading, 60's 
music, pub quizzes and 
crosswords. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417905 
BRIAN 71, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, music, walks, seeks 
female with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417697 0 

48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 


MALE ^ 

71 , Tidy, ^ 

OH AC 

WLTM Lady 
late 60s early70s 
for easy friendship. 

Likes animals. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 
4757205 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 
PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 

eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking 
special lady to spoil for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417909 0 

GOOD looking fit male, romantic 
kind and passionate, with lots of 
love to give WLTM a mature lady 
55 to 65 for LTR. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4760779 
MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 

ROAD worker looking for fun 
times and hopefully more. Great 
sense of humour. Laughs a lot. 
Looking for the same in lady. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4753610 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

392212 0 

ANDY 5ft 5ins, retired, 69, 
solvent, likes most things, meals 
out, holidays, golf, swimming, 
GSOH, seeks female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

4178210 

67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, likes holidays, 
meals out, seeking slim female 
55-65 with GSOH to share TLC. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414023 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 361787 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, 
seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:377397 



49YR 

old 
male, 

6ft, well 
built, 
seeks 
female to 
wine/dine 

and have fun with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390929 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417015 0 

HAPPY go lucky guy 62, GSOH, 
seeks fun loving lady, 48-65 for 
coastal walks, lunches and fun 
days out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417707 0 
BRIAN 71, likes meals out, 
drinks, nights in, music, walks, 
seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417697 0 
MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 0 



ED, 

retired 

Essex guy, 
astute & wise. 

N/S. no ties, with 
looks & humour seeks 
younger female needing 
life's mentor/tutor. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4485189 
GENUINE fun sexy healthy guy 
55, with no ties, looking to date 
attractive lady 45/57 for fun times 
and more. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4717147 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

KIND, tall, medium build, smart, 
easy going widower, 71 WLM Lady 
60s early 70s, for easy going 
friendship OHAC. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4641218 
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ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 
JACK 47, tall, good-looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
broadminded female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 0 
MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, 
caring relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415275 0 


HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48, 6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark 
hair, brown eyes, seeks 
passionate female for fun times 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387175 


BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4106110 
CARING man enjoys going out, 
looking for someone to take out 
and have a laugh and to share 
some nights in! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4736191 


Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message received. 


GAY male 54 years old, seeks gay 
male 40 to 42 years old for 121 
long lasting relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4732986 
Bl male, slim, passive, seeks older 
bi M, 75- 90, for gentle fun and 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4398888 

MAIDSTONE bi male, clean¬ 
shaven, N/S, seeks similar bi male, 
N/S for meetings. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416737 
PASSIVE male, 60, overweight 
seeks assertive male for daytime 
fun, cannot accommodate. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4321273 


Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not com¬ 
puter generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. 
Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Business Office Administrator - Dover 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 07/08/2015 
Salary: £16,482.75 per annum 
Experience and Qualifications 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• 2 years’ experience working within an Administrative environment 

• Good IT Skills 

• Excellent Customer Service skills 

• Experience in the health sector desirable 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Danielle Edwards, Business Office Supervisor, on 01304 245955 
For a job description and application form please visit www. 
spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. These positions 
are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


s p« n .«rj^ 



d (k SKIP DRIVER 

RS Skips Ltd is an established 
Skip Hire & company. 
Experienced skip driver needed. 

Must have class 2 licence, CPC and a digital tachograph. 

Email CV to info@rsskips.co.uk 
_ 01474 362862 _ 



Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office 
based Executive 


Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales Executive based in Ashford to 
support and increase business in our publications in print and online as we continue to grow. 
We are looking for an ambitious person to join our successful sales team. Ideally you will be 
an IT literate individual who is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to 

communicate well both verbally and in writing. 
With our excellent product training and our continuous development programme, well show you 
how to develop first class solutions for our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and 
present effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 
• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 
• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 
In return we are offering up to £ 16k basic with bonus OTE potential of 5k. The exceptional 

benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance scheme 
(after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and want 
to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 


archant} 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 - Section 17 

An application has been validated for the premises: The Fancy 
Goat of 40 High Street, West Mailing, Kent ME19 6QR 
Date: 15.07.15 

Summary of the proposal licensable activities and the proposed 
hours of opening : 

To allow Plays; Films; Indoor Sporting Events; Live Music; 
Recorded Music; Performances of Dance and Sale of Alcohol 
from 07:00 hours until 01:00 hours Monday to Sunday. 

To allow Late Night Refreshment from 23:00 hours to 01:00 
hours Monday to Sunday. 

Any person wishing to view details of an application can contact 
the licensing team on 01732 876368 

Any person wishing to make representation about the proposals 
should make them in writing to: 

Licensing Services, Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council, 
Gibson Building, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent 
ME 19 4LZ 

Licensing.services@tmbc.gov.uk 

Notice to be displayed for 28 days from 15.07.2015 to 13.08.2015 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application. The maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary of conviction for the offence is £5000. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

Notice is hereby given that. 

Karen Ann Kerly of 83 Selsea Avenue, Herne 
Bay, Kent, CT6 85D 

Has applied to Canterbury City Council for 
the VARIATION of Premises license to sell 
alcohol between the hours of 11:00 to 22:30. 
Live music Saturday nights. Opening days 
Tuesday to Sunday. 

For the premises- The Stable bar and coffee 
lounge situated at 108 High Street (Entrance 
Beach Street) Herne Bay. Kent CT6 5JY. 

As a register of licensing applications can 
be inspected at http:/www.canterbury. 
gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, 
Military Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1YW. 
Tel 01227 862000 by appointment with 
the licensing team between 10am and 4pm 
Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit 
representations to my/our 

application must give notice writing 
to the address shown above, giving 
in detail the grounds of objections by 
18-08-2015. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Take notice that Joel Singh has made an application in 
accordance with the licensing act 2003 for a premises 
licence for Bollywood, 11 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, 
Kent ME7 5TP. 

The application is for the sale of alcohol. 

This application has been made to Medway Council, Gun 
Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR. Full details 
of the application and plans can be viewed at Gun Wharf, 
Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR during normal hours 
of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make representation 
about this application should do so in writing to Medway 
Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR 
or by sending an email to licensing@medway.gov.uk no 
later than 25th August 2015. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make false 
statement in connection with an application which, upon 
conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 
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Margate gear up 
for change in class 

The Blues are on the rise according to gaffer Terry Brown 


CONFIDENT: Brown reckons his boys can take the league by storm 


Picture: DON WALKER 


Football 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archantco.uk 


PROMOTION to the Vanarama Na¬ 
tional League South isn’t daunting to 
Margate FC’s manager Terry Brown, 
who told KoS that it offers up a 
number of opportunities for the club. 

The Blues have had a solid pre-sea- 
son, taking convincing wins 
throughout their friendlies. 

It has buoyed the team, according 
to the gaffer. 

Brown told KoS: “Overall I’ve been 
really pleased with how pre-season 
has progressed. The boys have been 
playing brilliantly, and everyone has 
been gelling as a team and working 
together nicely. 

“We’ve remained unbeaten 


throughout which has been good be¬ 
cause it gives the boys a nice boost, it 
gives the team confidence as we go up 
to the new league.” 

Brown says that pre-season has 
given him a chance to get comforta¬ 
ble with the new team members as 
well, but that there is still work to do 
when the season starts for them on 
August 8. 

He said: “One of the things a man¬ 
ager does during pre-season is to get 
to grips with the new boys who’ve 
joined. It’s a good time to figure them 
out, and get them integrated into the 
team. 

“I’ve had a good chance to do that, 
and we’ve been playing fairly com¬ 
fortably, but I still haven’t decided ex¬ 
actly who will be playing in which 
position. There’s still a bit of work to 
do as we go forward.” 

The Blues are likely to find the first 
week of the new season a baptism of 


fire, taking on some big names in the 
Vanarama National League South. 

The manager added: “ There’s no 
doubt the first week will be tough. 
We’ll be going up against two of last 
year’s play-off teams, with three hard 
games straight away. 

“I think the only team which would 
have been tougher to play at the start 
of the season would have been 
Ebbsfleet. 

“I’m confident though, as the team 
is looking really good, and I’ve been 
given a great budget, and one which 
is certainly competitive for the league 
we’re in.” 

That confidence, according to 
Brown, has been strengthened by the 
fact that the club is on the rise else¬ 
where too. 

He said: “The club has changed 
from a poor, rundown club into one of 
the major players. I’m expecting great 
things this season.” 


Play ‘smarter’ for 50-over Cup says Adams 


KENT County Cricket Club head 
coach Jimmy Adams says the team 
need to play ‘smarter’ as they get 
stuck into the season’s Royal London 
One-Day Cup. 

Adams said that the switch from 
T20 Blast, which the team have per¬ 
formed brilliantly in, to the longer 
form of the 50-over one-day compe¬ 
tition required a different style of 
play. 

He said: “Potentially, the top-order 
batsmen have 300 balls to face in¬ 
stead of 120 and, conversely, the 
bowlers have 10-over allocations in¬ 
stead of only four. Whenever you add 
a time element to a game the players 
inevitably have to make more deci¬ 
sions and choices. 

“So players will be asked to be 
smarter, because that added time is 
such a big factor. Different skills are 



CONFIDENCE: Adams says Kent 
could do well in the cup format 


required, yes, but one of the biggest 
is to stop and think and to apply that 
element of extra time when they’re 


out there in the middle and under 
pressure.” 

The coach said his players were 
looking to keep their winning ways 
in the shorter form of the game, as 
well as building on the success they 
saw last year when Kent made it 
through to the cup’s semi-finals. 

He said there were reasons to be 
optimistic Kent could continue its 
run of T20 wins in the One-Day Cup, 
saying the team had enough poten¬ 
tial match winners, as well as solid 
experience. 

Adams said: “It will be another big 
challenge, because all the sides we 
come up against in our group are 
good teams, but our players are a 
year older and wiser now, so to my 
mind there’s no reason why we 
shouldn’t be looking to do well in 
this competition.” 




j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


SUMMER: Thanet’s excited about its summer of sports 

Beach sports summer 
spectacular in Thanet 


BEACH tennis and volleyball on 
Margate’s main sands are setting the 
scene for a summer of sport in 
Thanet. 

The town will be hosting the fourth 
British Open ITF G4 Beach Tennis 
Championships on August 9 with the 
Margate Masters volleyball finals 
taking place the weekend after, on 
August 15 and 16. 

The sporting events are 
something Thanet District Council is 
pleased to be hosting. 

Cabinet member Lin Fairbrass 
said: “It is set to be a great event and 


will be exciting for those who have 
never seen the sport played before. 
To host this, and the Margate 
Masters beach volleyball finals is 
testament to the efforts of all involved 
in attracting new and exciting events 
to Thanet.” 

Beach Tennis UK’s Kasia 
Chmielewska said: “The beach 
tennis event in Margate is a fantastic 
opportunity to bring this new and 
exciting sport to this part of the UK. 
It’s a sport anyone can play of any 
age and ability, and has great health 
benefits.” 


Tankerton FC hunt new manager 


TANKERTON FC are looking for a 
new first team manager for their 
Kent County League Division 3 side. 

The club says that it wants a new 
boss in place ahead of the start of the 
new season. 

It is also looking to bolster its 
range of players for a new club 
gaffer to choose from, with a 
recruitment drive that’s aiming to 


pick up some more experienced 
and well-rounded team members. 

The club says that player- 
managers would be considered in 
their hunt for a new boss, who will 
also need to be available for 
Saturday afternoons. 

Anyone who is interested should 
call Tim Elgar 07542772588 or 
Martin Mills on 07932 103610. 


HAPPY: Edin- 
burgh is pleased 
with the squad’s 
staying power 


Scally hit with £75,000 
fine after misconduct 


GILLS boss Paul Scally as well as the 
club itself have been fined £75,000 
each after FA misconduct charges 
against them were found proven 
following the firing of former player 
Mark McCammon. 

Both the club, and the Gills 
chairman, who has also been ordered 
to attend an ‘education programme’, 
received the penalty after being 
found to have failed to act in the best 
interests of football, and for bringing 
the game into disrepute. 

The ruling followed an Employ¬ 
ment Tribunal decision which held 


that Mr McCammon had been 
unfairly dismissed by Gillingham and 
that the dismissal was an act of race 
victimisation by Mr Scally and the 
club. 

Mr Scally released a statement after 
the ruling saying he would appeal. 

He said: “I am shocked, stunned 
and angered by this decision, as are 
my staff. The level of these sanctions 
is manifestly excessive, totally 
disproportionate and completely 
unjust. We have been given no 
reasoned explanation for the 
severity.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport £ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 




Well now you can drive one with 

0%apr 



irs A NO BRAINER 

I'll request a test-drive 


with Solutions Personal Contract Plan* 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084S 658 2604 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 

Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 

Calls cost 4.5 pence per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: 
part-exchange the vehicle. 

Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Offer available when ordered by 30 September 2015 from 
participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Exclusions apply to Citigo S trim, Roomster special edition and new Superb 
available from 1 July. Accurate at time of publication 07/2015. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for 
introducing you to them. Model shown is Fabia SE L 1.0 MPI 75PS at £13,610 OTR with optional Race Blue metallic paint at £535 and Colour Concept at £400. Total OTR £14,545. The Octavia Estate shown is 
not UK specification. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 21.7 (13.0) to 72.4 (3.9), Extra Urban 40.4 (7.0) to 91.1 (3.1), Combined 30.4 (9.3) to 83.1 (3.4). 
CO 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 217 to 88g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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